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INTRODUCTION 

TO  produce  a  Dickens  Bibliography  which, 
because  of  its  wideness  of  scope  and  definite- 
ness  of  treatment,  would  appeal  to  all 
interested  in  the  subject,  has  been  the  purpose  of 
the  compiler  of  this  work.  Previous  bibliographies 
have  omitted  any  intelligent  attempt  at  collation, 
so  that  no  guide  has  existed  which  gives  a  per- 
manent idea  of  the  physical  side  of  a  first  edition. 
Nearly  every  collector  of  fine  and  rare  books 
includes  Dickens  among  his  list  of  esteemed 
authors.  As  it  has  been  written  before,  Dickens 
is  essentially  a  collector's  author,  for  the  reason 
that  his  books  in  their  original  state  make  an 
irresistible  appeal.  To  tell  of  the  appearance  of 
these  is  the  purpose  of  this  Bibliography.  Due 
notice  has  been  taken  of  the  various  issues  of  first 
editions,  and  the  different  "  points  "  involved  have 
been  carefully  assembled  and  explained.  For  the 
first  time  illustrations  have  been  used  in  a  Dickens 
bibliography  to  make  clear  such  "  points "  as 
require  them. 

Another  feature  relates  to  presentation  copies, 
treated  separately  for  the  first  time  in  any  Biblio- 
graphy. It  was  impossible  to  make  this  subject 
a  complete  one,  though  enough  has  been  given  to 
furnish  a  general  idea  of  a  number  of  "  association  " 
books  and  their  extraordinary  rise  in  prices. 
Every  precaution  has  been  adopted  to  insure 
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INTRODUCTION 

accuracy.  To  attain  approximate  perfection  and 
thoroughness,  nearly  every  book  in  its  original 
state  has  been  under  the  personal  observation  of 
this  bibliographer.  When  such  contact  was  im- 
possible, the  information  required  was  obtained 
by  correspondence  with  men  who  are  authorities. 
In  fact,  nothing  has  been  left  to  chance.  Under 
these  arrangements,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the 
percentage  of  errors  has  been  minimised. 

Prices  are  of  prime  importance  in  a  modern 
bibliography,  and  with  this  in  view  the  compiler 
has  been  collecting  priced  catalogues  of  big  sales 
for  a  number  of  years.  Enough  figures  have  been 
given  to  aid  both  the  buyer  and  seller.  It  has 
been  the  purpose  to  fix  a  value  for  a  book  as  clearly 
as  possible,  and  for  that  reason  it  has  been  thought 
best  to  use  many  quotations  from  American 
auctions. 

Only  sales  were  utilised  which  were  rich  in 
material  and  which  thus  offered  attractions  to  the 
greatest  number  of  bidders.  In  addition,  earlier 
and  recent  English  auctions  have  not  been 
neglected,  and  much  attention  has  been  paid  to 
prices  demanded  by  English  and  American  dealers 
whenever  such  prices  would  aid  in  getting  at 
values.  When  prices  are  quoted,  it  will  be  ob- 
served that  the  money  terms  applied  are  those 
used  in  the  country  in  which  the  sale  occurred. 

Conditions  of  old  books  as  described  in  auction 
and  dealers'  catalogues  are  largely  matters  of  faith 
when  it  comes  to  deciding  on  purchases.  Experience 
in  collecting  has  considerably  to  do  in  determining 
the  "  fineness "   of   copies,  and  no  amplification 
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INTRODUCTION 

in  descriptions  will  be  accepted  as  a  finality. 
High-priced  jQrst  editions  in  auctions  should  be 
seen  and  handled  by  experts,  and  their  opinions 
should  decide  the  question  for  the  collector. 
Re-bound  and  cut  copies  are  usually  avoided.  The 
tendency  of  modern  collecting  has  steadily  moved 
towards  books  in  their  original  state — books  as 
they  were  when  created — and  it  is  doubtful  if 
there  will  be  much  deviation  from  this  taste  in 
the   future. 

A  number  of  important  discoveries  will  be  noted 
which  will  tend  to  settle  questions  which  heretofore 
have  induced  controversy.  The  real  first  issue 
of  "The  Battle  of  Life"  is  a  genuine  "find." 
Next  comes  the  discovery  of  the  MS.  which  shows 
the  precise  relation  which  Dickens  bore  to  the  little 
pamphlet,  "  A  Curious  Dance  Round  A  Curious 
Tree."  As  the  Bibliography  is  more  closely 
scanned  there  will  be  found  many  other  interesting 
and  fairly  notable  additions. 

For  valuable  assistance  cheerfully  rendered, 
many  thanks  are  due  to  the  following :  Ernest 
Maggs  and  B.  W.  Matz,  of  London;  WilHam  S. 
Spaxilding,  Boston  ;  Harry  B.  Smith  and  Walter 
Gilliss,  Secretary  of  the  Grolier  Club,  New  York  ; 
Charles  Sessler,  Philadelphia.  To  these  may  be 
added  the  Anderson  Auction  Company  and  the 
American  Art  Association,  both  of  New  York. 
Without  the  presence  of  the  earlier  bibliographies, 
the  hardships  encountered  would  have  been  greater. 
Much  credit  is  therefore  given  to  John  F.  Dexter' s 
"Hints  to  Dickens  Collectors,"  1870;  Charles 
Plumptre  Johnson's  "  Hints  to  Collectors,"  1885  ; 
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J.  C.  Thomson's  "Bibliography,"  1904,  and 
Kitton's  *'  The  Minor  Writings  of  Charles  Dickens," 
1900. 

JOHN  C.  ECKEL. 

Philadelphia,  Penn.,  U.S.A. 
March  2&h,  1913. 
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CHARLES  DICKENS 

IT  is  believed  by  some  commentators  of 
Charles  Dickens  that  his  first  step  into 
literature  was  influenced  largely  by  Wight's 
"  Mornings  at  Bow  Street."  Like  the  first  essays 
of  Dickens  they  appeared  in  a  newspaper,  the 
Morning  Herald.  Their  popularity  was  instan- 
taneous and  in  1824  they  were  published  in  book 
form  and  were  illustrated  by  George  Cruikshank. 
A  second  series  followed,  also  with  the  Cruikshank 
etchings.  Dickens'  first  book,  "  Sketches  by 
Boz,"  including  the  manner  of  the  publication 
and  illustration  of  the  Wight  sketches  and  the 
printing  of  a  second  series,  forms  a  parallel.  Also 
the  subject  matter  was  confined  to  scenes  of 
London  life  with  the  difference  that  Wight  limited 
himself  to  the  police  courts. 

Three  years  ago,  the  Bibliophile  Society  of  Boston, 
Mass.,  issued  a  very  handsome  book  entitled 
"  The  Earliest  Letters  of  Charles  Dickens  written 
to  his  friend  Henry  KoUe."  It  was  edited  by 
Harry  B.  Smith,  the  American  playwright.  Mr. 
Smith  is  an  ardent  Dickens  lover  and  a  collector  of 
much  discrimination.  Into  Mr.  Smith's  hands 
there  fell  by  purchase  at  the  Augustin  Daly  sale 
in  March,  1900,  twenty-one  letters  written  by 
Dickens  at  the  period  when  he  was  just  reaching 
his  majority  and  when  he  had  fallen  in  love  for 
the  first  time. 

The  reasons  for  referring  in  a  bibliography  to 
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this  extremely  valuable  contribution  to  Dickens- 
iana  are  two-fold  :  one  the  limited  nature  of  the 
number  of  copies  printed,  these  not  exceeding 
500  ;  and  the  other  because  the  letters  throw  a 
light  on  several  years  of  the  great  author's  life 
which  was  unknown  to  John  Forster,  or  to  Robert 
Langton  and  James  Payn,  who  devoted  themselves 
to  the  earlier  life  of  the  novelist.  For  it  was  at 
this  period  that  the  young  man  began  a  literary 
career  which  from  all  standpoints  has  hardly  been 
equalled. 

John  Forster  in  the  "  Life  of  Charles  Dickens," 
first  edition,  page  76,  committed  rather  an  in- 
excusable error  concerning  the  name  of  the  first 
sketch  which  was  written  for  publication.  He  says  : 
"  In  the  January  number  for  1834  of  what  was 
then  called  the  Old  Monthly  Magazine  his  first 
published  piece  of  writing  had  seen  the  light. 
He  has  described  himself  dropping  this  paper  (not 
Mr.  Minns  and  his  Cousin,  as  he  thought,  but 
Mrs.  Joseph  Porter  Over  the  Way)  as  a  reference 
to  the  magazine  shows,"  etc.,  etc.* 

One  of  the  letters,  a  facsimile  of  which  is  a  part 
of  Mr.  Smith's  book,  reverses  the  opinion  of  Dickens's 
noted  biographer.  The  letter  is  of  such  great 
bibliographic  importance  that  it  is  herewith  given 
verbatim.  It  reads : 

"  Bentinck    Street, 

"  Tuesday  Morning, 
"  My  Dear  Kolle, — I  intend  with  the  gracious 
permission  of  yourself  and  spouse  to  look  in  upon 
you  some  evening  this  week.     I  do  not  write  you, 

*  This  was  altered  in  the  tenth  edition  to  fit  the  facts. 

4 


CHARLES  DICKENS 

however,  for  the  purpose  of  ceremoniously  making 
this  important  announcement,  but  to  beg  Mrs.  K.'s 
criticism  of  a  little  paper  of  mine  (the  first  of  a 
series)  in  the  Monthly  (not  the  New  Monthly 
Magazine)  of  this  month.  I  haven't  a  copy  to  send, 
but  if  the  number  falls  in  your  way,  look  for  the 
article.  It  is  the  same  you  saw  lying  on  my  table, 
but  the  name  is  transmogrified  from  '  A  Sunday  out 
of  Town  '  to  '  A  Dinner  at  Poplar  Walk.'  Knowing 
the  interest  (or  thinking  I  know  the  interest)  you 
are  kind  enough  to  take  in  my  movements,  I  have 
the  vanity  to  make  this  communication. 

Best  remembrance  to  Mrs.  K.  '  No  more  at 
present '  from,  my  dear  Kolle, 

"  Yours   sincerely, 

"  Charles  Dickens. 

*'  I  am  so  dreadfully  nervous  that  my  hand  shakes 
to  such  an  extent  as  to  prevent  my  writing  a  word 
legibly." 

Here  were  still  the  feelings  which  had  overcome 
him  and  which  earlier  had  caused  him  to  turn 
into  Westminster  Hall  because  his  eyes  were  not 
fit  to  be  seen  on  the  street.  Dickens  had  found 
his  life  work  and  two  years  thereafter  he  was  the 
most  popular  author  in  England. 

"  A  Dinner  at  Poplar  Walk  "  consequently  was 
Dickens's  first  published  writing.  It  appeared  in 
the  Monthly  Magazine  of  December,  1833,  the  same 
month  in  which  was  written  the  letter,  undoubtedly 
the  most  important,  interesting  and  valuable  in  all 
of  the  novelist's  voluminous  correspondence.  In 
the  following  month  (January,  1834)  there  appeared 
his  second  story,  which  Forster  believed  was  his 
first. 
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In  1833,  according  to  Mr.  Kitton,  Dickens  wrote 
the  burlesque  "  O'Thello,  (part  of  the  Great 
Unpaid.)"  Strangely  enough  the  amateurs  in  the 
sketch  "  Mrs.  Joseph  Porter  Over  the  Way " 
produced  Othello.  It  will  likewise  be  remembered 
that  Mrs.  Porter  informs  everybody  that  the  play 
was  a  failure.  John  Dickens  saved  the  manuscript 
of  his  son's  play,  and  after  the  latter  had  achieved 
fame  and  fortune  he  gave  it  away  page  by  page 
as  souvenirs.  The  first  page  found  its  way  into 
the  collection  of  William  Wright,  and  at  Sotheby's 
auction  rooms  in  June,  1899,  it  sold  for  £35.  On 
the  margin  the  elder  Dickens  had  written  :  "  The 
Great  Unpaid  was  your  humble  servant,  John 
Dickens.  Alphington,  6th  June,  1842."  Another 
page  of  this  manuscript  fell  into  the  possession  of 
S.  Dyer  Knott,  of  Alphington,  near  Exeter.  It 
had  the  same  endorsement. 

Mr.  Thomson  in  his  Bibliography  says  that  there 
is  in  existence  a  playbill,  dated  April  27,  1833,  of 
some  amateur  theatricals  in  which  Dickens  took 
part.  The  letters  to  Kolle  *  show  that  Dickens 
was  utterly  absorbed  in  the  enterprise.  The  main 
play  was  entitled,  "  Clari,  or  the  Maid  of  Milan.'* 

*  Had  William  R.  Hughes,  author  of  "  A  Week's  Tramp  in  Dickens- 
Land,"  (1891),  shown  more  alertness,  the  Dickens-Kolle  correspondence 
would  have  been  published  twenty  years  earlier.  In  the  book  referred 
to,  on  page  416,  he  just  scratched  arable  soil  by  writing  :  "  From  a 
valuable  collection  of  letters  (more  than  a  dozen,  recently  in  the 
possession  of  Messrs.  Noel  Conway  and  Co.,  of  Martineau  Street, 
Birmingham,  and  kindly  shown  to  me  by  Mr.  Charles  Fendelow), 
written  by  the  novelist  between  1832  and  1833  to  a  friend  of  his  earlier 
years — Mr.  W.  H.  Kolle — and  not  hitherto  published,  it  appears  that  he 
had  not  then  acquired  the  precise  habit  of  inscribing  the  place,  day  of 
the  week,  month  and  the  year  which  marked  his  later  correspond- 
ence .  .  .  very  few  of  the  letters  to  Mr.  Kolle  bearing  any  record 
whatever  except  the  day  of  the  week,  occasionally  preceded  by  Fitzroy 
Street  or  Bentinck  Street,  where  he  resided  at  the  time." 
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From  one  letter,  Mr.  Smith  deduces  that  Dickens 
wrote  the  prologue  and  in  all  probability  was  the 
author  of  the  after-piece,  "  Amateurs  and  Actors." 
The  latter  piece,  however,  was  written  by  Richard 
Brinsley  Peake.  In  addition  Dickens  was  the 
organiser  and  stage  director,  and  he  played  a 
leading  part  in  the  three  pieces. 

The  "  Sketches  "  were  written  as  separate  papers 
for  three  publications,  namely :  The  Monthly 
Magazine,  The  Evening  Chronicle,  and  BelVs  Life 
in  lA)ndon.  As  has  been  stated,  his  original  effort 
appeared  in  the  first  mentioned  periodical  in 
December,  1833,  and  the  final  one,  "  The  Streets 
at  Night,"  in  BelVs  Life  on  January  17,  1836. 
Dickens  used  the  signatures  of  "  Boz,"  "  Tibbs," 
and  "  W.P."  In  their  individual  states  or  in 
volumes  of  the  mediums  of  publication  they  are 
considered  very  rare.  Auction  rooms  have  had 
no  record  of  sales  for  many  years,  and  it  is  there- 
fore impossible  under  such  conditions  to  fix  values. 
It  may  be  said  that  a  set  of  the  Monthly  Magazine 
has  been  sold  for  £8  or  £10,  and  the  single  parts 
for  £1  each. 

The  Monthly  Magazine 

The  Monthly  Magazine,  or  British  Register  of 
Politics,  Literature,  Art,  Science  and  the  Belles 
Lettres,  cost  half  a  crown  per  month.  It  was 
published  by  A.  Robertson,  Johnson's  Court, 
Fleet  Street ;  then  by  Cochrane  and  Macrone 
(the  latter  Dickens's  first  publisher)  and  later  by 
Jas.  Cochrane  and  Co.,  Waterloo  Place,  S.W. 
The  first  five  sketches  which  follow  were  printed 
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anonymously,  the  first  one  bearing  the  name  of 
*'  Boz  "  was  the  second  part  of  "  The  Boarding 
House."  These  all  appeared  in  Series  I.  except 
the  first  sketch,  which  was  printed  in  Series  II. 

1833. 

December,  A  Dinner  at  Poplar  Walk,  changed 
from  A  Sunday  Out  of  Town  ;  when  it  appeared 
in  book  form  it  was  re-christened  to  Mr.  Minns 
and  his  Cousin. 

1834. 

January,  Mrs.  Joseph  Porter  Over  the  Way. 

February,  Horatio  Sparkins. 

April,  The  Bloomsbury  Christening. 

May,  The  Boarding  House. 

August,  The  Boarding  House,  Part  II. 

October,  The  Steam  Excursion  (in  book  form,  a 
part  of  a  paragraph  near  the  end  of  the  story  was 
suppressed). 

1835. 

January,  Passage  in  the  Life  of  Mr.  Watkins 
Tottle.  This  story  was  completed  in  the  February 
number. 

The  Evening  Chronicle 

The  Evening  Chronicle^  edited  by  John  Black, 
was  the  evening  edition  of  the  Morning  Chronicle, 
and  its  first  publication  was  January  31,  1835. 
When  the  paper  was  under  consideration  it  was 
decided  to  print  something  in  addition  to  the  news 
of  the  day.  Dickens,  when  he  was  requested  to 
contribute  to  its  columns,  proposed  that  his  articles 
should  be  similar  to  those  he  was  at  that  time 
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writing  for  the  Old  Monthly  Magazine.  He  was 
on  the  staff  of  the  Morning  Chronicle,  and  for  this 
extra  labour  he  asked  for  an  increase  of  salary. 
He  was  receiving  five  guineas  and  to  this  was  added 
two  more  guineas.  His  contributions  to  the 
magazine  having  been  gratuitous,  he  severed  his 
connection  with  that  publication  and  devoted  his 
sketch-writing  to  the  new  evening  paper,  his  first 
article  appearing  with  the  new  paper's  birth. 
They  were  printed  under  the  general  heading 
"  Sketches  of  London  "  and  all  were  signed  "  Boz." 
For  some  unknown  reason  more  than  a  year 
elapsed  in  the  continuity  of  the  articles  in  the 
Chronicle,  a  resumption  taking  place  in  September, 
1836,  after  the  final  sketch  printed  August  20, 
the  previous  year.  This,  too,  after  the  words 
"To  be  continued  "  were  attached  to  the  end  of 
the  sketch  then  printed.  During  this  lapse, 
however,  he  was  contributing  to  BelVs  Life  in 
London.  The  reason  was  not  quite  clear  unless 
it  was  a  matter  of  compensation.  That  the 
arrangements  were  mutually  satisfactory  there 
can  be  no  doubt,  because  Dickens  continued  his 
Parliamentary  work  on  the  morning  paper  until 
near  the  end  of  1836.  On  April  2  of  this  year 
Dickens  was  married  to  Miss  Catherine  Hogarth. 
This  just  after  the  issue  of  the  first  part  of  "  Pick- 
wick Papers." 

The  chronological  publication  of  the  sketches 
in  the  Evening  Chronicle  was  as  follows : 

1835. 

January  31,  Hackney  Coach  Stands. 

February  7,  Gin  Shops. 
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February  19,  Early  Coaches. 

February  28,  The  Parish. 

March  7,  The  House  (Series  II.). 

March  17,  London  Recreations. 

April  7,  Public  Dinners. 

April  11,  Bellamy's,  reprinted  as  A  Parlia- 
mentary Sketch  With  a  Few  Portraits,  in  Series  II. 
In  the  octavo  edition,  this  was  further  shortened 
to  A  Parliamentary  Sketch. 

April  16,  Greenwich  Fair. 

April  23,  Thoughts  About  People. 

May  9,  Astley's. 

May  19,  Our  Parish. 

June  6,  The  River. 

June  18,  Our  Parish. 

June  30,  The  Pawnbroker's  Shop. 

July  14,  Our  Parish. 

July  21,  The  Streets— Morning  (Series  II.). 

July  28,  Our  Parish — Mr.  Bung's  Narrative. 

August  11,  Private  Theatres. 

August  20,  Our  Parish. 

1836. 

September  26,  Meditations  in  Monmouth  Street ; 
also  printed  in  the  Morning  Chronicle  of  Sep- 
tember 24. 

October  5,  Scotland  Yard,  also  in  the  Morning 
Chronicle  of  October  4. 

October  12,  Doctors'  Commons  ;  in  the  Morning 
Chronicle  of  October  11. 

October  26,  Vauxhall  Gardens  by  Day ;  in  the 
Morning  Chronicle  of  the  same  day. 

All  these  appeared  in  Series  II.  of  the  "  Sketches 
by  Boz." 
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Bell's  Life  in   London  and   Sporting 
Chronicle 

BelVs  Life  in  London  and  Sporting  Chronicle 
was  edited  by  Vincent  Dowling,  an  old  and 
admiring  friend  of  Dickens.  Under  the  general 
head,  "  Scenes  and  Characters,"  and  signed 
"  Tibbs,"  Dickens  contributed  the  following 
sketches  : 

1835. 

September  27,  Seven  Dials. 

October  4,  Miss  Evans  and  "  The  Eagle." 

October  11,  The  Dancing  Academy. 

October  18,  Making  a  Night  of  it. 

October  25,  Love  and  Oysters  (published  in 
"  Sketches  by  Boz,"  Series  II.  as  Misplaced 
Attachment  of  Mr.  John  Dounce). 

November  1,  Some  Account  of  An  Omnibus  Cad 
(alterations  were  made  at  the  beginning  and  end  of 
this  sketch  before  it  was  printed  in  Series  II.  as 
The  Last  Cab-driver  and  First  Omnibus  Cad). 

November  22,  The  Vocal  Dressmaker  (changed  in 
Series  II.  as  The  Mistaken  Milhner). 

November  29,  The  Prisoners'  Van  (the  two 
leading  paragraphs  were  deleted  when  the  essay 
was  printed  in  Series  L). 

December  13,  The  Parlour  (this  appeared  in 
Series  II.,  after  cancelling  the  opening  paragraph 
and  calling  it  The  Parlour  Orator). 

December  27,  Christmas  Festivities  (the  end 
paragraph  was  omitted  and  it  was  called  A  Christ- 
mas Dinner  when  it  was  published  in  Series  I.). 
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1836. 

January  3,  The  New  Year. 
January  17,  The  Streets  at  Night. 
The  additional  sketches  written  by  Dickens  for 
Series  I.  were  the  following  : 

Shops  and  Their  Tenants. 

A  Visit  to  Newgate. 

Brokers  and  Marine-Store  Shops. 

The  Black  Veil. 

Shabby  Genteel  People. 

The  Great  Winglebury  Duel. 

Omnibuses. 

Sentiment. 

For    the    second   series    the   specially   written 
contributions  were : 

Criminal  Courts. 
Our  Next-Door  Neighbours. 
The  Hospital  Patient. 
The  Drunkard's  Death. 

This  leads  to  the  physical  aspects  of  the  novelist's 
first  published  books  and  their  values. 


12 


PART  I.    THE  IMPORTANT  NOVELS 

Sketches  by  Boz. 

The  Pickwick  Papers. 

Oliver  Twist. 

Nicholas  Nickleby. 

Master  Humphrey's  Clock  (embracing 

"The    Old    Curiosity   Shop"    and 

"  Barnaby  Rudge.") 
Martin  Chuzzlewit 
Dombey  &  Son. 
David  Copperfield. 
Bleak  House. 
Little  Dorrit. 
A  Tale  of  Two  Cities. 
Great  Expectations. 
Our  Mutual  Friend. 
The  Mystery  of  Edwin  Drood. 


PART  I 

SKETCHES   BY  BOZ 

First  Series. 

THE  first  series  consisted  of  two  volumes 
bound  in  dark  green  cloth. 
Title  page  :  Sketches  by  "Boz/'/IU^stra- 
tive  of  E very-Day  Life, /and/E very-Day  People. /In 
Two  Volumes. /Vol.  I.  (Vol.  II) /Illustrations  by 
George  Cruikshank. /London  :/John  Macrone,  St. 
James  Square. /MDCCCXXXVI. 

Collation.  Vol.  I.  Frontispiece ;  title  page 
as  above,  on  reverse  of  which,  Whiting,  Beaufort 
House,  Strand ;  preface  three  pages,  dated  Fur- 
nival' s -Inn, /February,  1836  ;  contents  two  pages 
+348  pages  and  eight  illustrations.  Vol.  II. 
frontispiece,  title  page,  imprint  as  in  Vol.  I., 
contents  one  page,  and  342  pages  with  eight 
illustrations. 

The  price  was  one  guinea. 

Second  Series. 

The  second  series  was  issued  in  one  volume 
bound  in  pink  cloth. 

Title  page  :    Sketches  By  Boz  : /Illustrative  of 
E  very-Day     Life, /and     E  very-Day     People. /The 
Second  Series. /Complete  in  one  Volume. /London  : 
/John   Macrone,    St.    James    Square./ 
MDCCCXXXVII. 

The  price  was  155. 

Collation  :   Half-title,   Sketches    By   "  Boz."/ 
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Second  Series.  Then  frontispiece,  illustrated  title 
page,  title  page  ;  on  reverse  of  which  T.  C.  Hansard, 
Printer,  Paternoster-Row,  St.  Pauls ;  preface 
three  pages  dated  FurnivaFs  Inn/December  17, 
1836.  One  blank  page  ;  contents  and  illustrations 
two  pages  ;  one  page  THE  STREETS  BY  MORN- 
ING, reverse  side  blank.  Pages  3  to  377,  with 
ten  illustrations.  Imprint  on  last  page  :  Thomas 
Curson  Hansard,  Paternoster  Row  ;  advertisements 
Mr.  Macrone's  Select  List  of  New  Works,  dated 
December,  1836,  altogether  20  pages,  one  of 
which  is  blank.  One  of  the  books  announced  on 
page  2  is  of  special  interest  in  that  it  advertises  the 
publication  of  "  A  novel '  by  Boz,'  Gabriel  Vardon, 
by  Charles  Dickens,  Esq.,  author  of  Sketches  by 
Boz  and  Pickwick  Papers,  in  3  volumes  post  8vo." 
This  title  five  years  later  became  "  Barnaby 
Rudge." 

All  the  illustrations  bear  the  imprint  London, 
John  Macrone,  1836,  as  well  as  the  pagination  for 
the  placing  of  the  plates. 

The  first  series  apparently  was  issued  with  some 
care  as  to  proof-reading  and  printing,  but  not  so 
the  second  series.  A  real  first  issue  is  full  of  errors, 
not  alone  in  the  paginations  but  also  in  the  placing 
of  the  illustrations.  "  Vauxhall  Gardens  by  Day  " 
is  used  as  a  frontispiece  and  likewise  at  page  216. 
At  this  page  the  plate  "  Mr.  Minns  and  his  Cousin  " 
should  have  been  inserted  instead  of  facing  page 
263.  These  defects  are  the  earmarks  of  a  genuine 
first  edition.  In  addition  it  should  be  noted  that 
the  illustrated  title  page  is  dated  1836  and  the 
regular  title  page  1837. 
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ILLUSTRATIVE  OF 


EVERY-DAY  LIFE, 

AND 

EVERY-DAY    PEOPLE. 


IN  TWO  VOLUMES. 
VOL.  I. 

ILLUSTRATIONS   BT  OSORGE    ORUXKSHANIC. 


LONDON: 
JOHN   MACRONE,  ST.  JAMES'S  SQUARE. 

MDCCCXXXVI. 


Title  page  of  the  first  printed  book  of  Charles  Dickens. 
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Publication  was  early  in  1837,  and  a  second 
edition  followed  a  few  months  after  with  two 
additional  etchings  by  Cruikshank,  "  The  First  of 
May  "  and  "  The  Last  Cab-driver." 

Four  editions  of  the  first  series  followed  rapidly. 
The  second  edition  contained  an  additional  preface, 
and  it  appears  that  each  of  these  later  issues  had 
a  printer  of  its  own.  There  is  a  dissimilarity  in 
each  edition  in  the  matter  of  type  and  pagination. 

An  admission  by  Dickens  was  to  the  effect  that 
his  share  of  the  "  Sketches "  was  only  £400, 
while  that  of  Macrone  was  just  ten  times  that 
amount.  "  Pickwick  "  was  a  stupendous  success, 
and  this  suggested  to  Macrone  an  issue  of  the 
"  Sketches "  in  monthly  parts.  He  was  the 
absolute  owner  of  the  copyright  and  he  purposed 
to  press  the  popularity  of  the  rising  young  author 
to  the  limit.  At  this  period  (1837)  "Pickwick" 
was  appearing  in  parts  and  Dickens  was  the 
editor  of  Bentley's  Miscellany,  in  which  "  Oliver 
Twist  "  was  running.  He  feared  the  serious  effect 
on  his  public,  so  he  said,  of  having  too  many  irons 
in  the  fire.  The  fact  was  Dickens  had  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  he  had  made  a  bad  bargain  with 
Macrone  and  he  now  tried  to  undo  it  as  cheaply 
as  possible.  Backed  by  Chapman  and  Hall, 
negotiations  resulted  in  the  purchase  of  the 
copyright  for  £2,250,  the  publishers  becoming 
partners  in  the  venture.* 

®  It  may  be  noted  here  that  the  original  articles  of  agreement  drawn 
at  this  time  were  sold  by  a  London  dealer  to  Harry  E.  Widener,  of 
Philadelphia,  for  something  like  175  guineas.  As  is  known,  Mr. 
Widener  was  one  of  the  victims  of  the  ill-fated  Titanic,  which 
foundered  on  April  14th,  1912.  Mr.  Widener's  great  collection  of  fine 
and  rare  books  was  devised  to  Harvard  University. 
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"  Sketches  by  Boz."  Demy  8vo,  1837-1839. 

The  first  monthly  number  of  the  "  Sketches  " 
appeared  on  the  completion  of  "  Pickwick "  in 
November,  1837.  It  was  completed  in  20  parts 
at  a  shilling  each,  in  June  1839.  It  was  demy  oc- 
tavo in  size  and  the  plates  were  re-engraved  in  a 
larger  size  by  Cruikshank,  who  made  13  additional 
engravings  for  the  serial  issue.  He  also  designed 
the  pink  paper  cover.  One  etching,  "  The  Free 
and  Easy,"  was  discarded.  Upon  completing 
the  issue  the  whole  was  published  in  one  volume. 
This  is  generally  known  as  the  octavo  edition. 

Two  of  the  plates  are  interesting.  One,  the 
"  balloon  "  etching,  used  as  a  vignette  title  page, 
is  supposed  to  show  the  author  and  artist  in  the 
basket  of  the  balloon.  The  other,  "  Public  Dinners  " 
is  drawn  to  represent  Messrs.  Chapman  and  Hall, 
as  well  as  Dickens  and  Cruikshank. 

The  collation  of  the  issue  in  parts  should  corres- 
pond with  that  of  the  bound  volume.  A  perfect 
issue  of  the  latter  is  really  the  hitherto  unsold 
monthly  parts  bound  up.  However,  there  are  two 
features  in  the  advertisements  with  the  monthly 
parts  which  do  not  figure  in  the  book.  One,  an 
address  to  the  public  in  Part  II,  December,  1837, 
apologizing  because  there  was  less  printed  matter 
in  the  parts  than  there  was  in  "  Pickwick."  The 
excuse  was  given  that  the  repurchase  of  the  copy- 
right had  to  be  calculated  into  the  cost  of  produc- 
tion. In  part  V.,  March,  1838,  there  was  a  3-page 
proclamation  signed  Boz,  advertising  "  Nicholas 
Nickleby,"  and  threatening  dire  vengeance  against 
those  pirates  who  were  stealing  the  author's  wares. 
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The  address  and  proclamation  were  priced  in  an 
English  dealer's  catalogue  at  £3  10^.  in  1912. 

*'  Sketches  by  Boz  "  in  Parts  and  the 
Octavo  Volume. 

Title  page  :  Sketches  By  Boz/Illustrative  of/ 
E very-Day  Life  and  Every-Day  People. /With 
Forty  Illustrations/by /George  Cruikshank./New 
Edition,  Complete. /London  : /Chapman  and  Hall, 
186,  Strand./1839.  The  pink  covers  are  dated  1837. 

Collation  :  Half  title,  frontispiece,  vignette 
title  (balloon  sketch)  publishers'  name  and  address 
(but  no  date)  a  part  of  the  etching ;  title  page, 
reverse  side,  Whiting,  Beaufort  House,  Strand ; 
advertisement  by  the  author,  dated  London,  May 
15,  1839,  but  unsigned,  reverse  side  is  blank ; 
contents  two  pages,  sub-title  one  page  and  one 
page  blank ;  plate  "  The  Parish  Engine,"  un- 
numbered page  (3)  to  526.  On  the  last  page 
Whiting,  Beaufort  House,  Strand.  There  were 
40  plates. 

The  price  was  one  guinea. 

A  good  copy  should  be  bound  in  brown  cloth 
with  no  lettering  but  "  Sketches  by  Boz  "  in  the 
second  of  the  five  panels  which  form  the  back. 
Unless  it  is  bound  too  closely  the  stab-holes  of  the 
parts  should  be  visible.  All  the  plates  before 
"  Greenwich  Fair  "  at  page  120  are  without  the 
publishers'  name.  All  after  are  marked  London, 
Chapman  &  Hall,  186,  Strand. 

Later  issues  bearing  the  same  date  (1839)  have 
the  name  erased.  On  the  last  page  the  words 
*'  reeled  before  "  on  the  sixth  line  from  the  end 
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are  run  together.  It  is  important  that  there  be 
no  deviation  from  these  tests  or  from  the  collations. 
The  octavo  edition  contains  56  sketches,  divided 
under  these  headings  :  Our  Parish,  7  ;  Scenes,  25  ; 
Characters,  12 ;  and  Tales,  12.  "  The  Tuggses 
at  Ramsgate  "  was  added  from  "  The  Library  of 
Fiction." 

Values. 

Good  uncut  copies  of  Dickens's  first  books  in  the 
original  bindings  have  greatly  increased  in  prices 
during  the  past  ten  or  twelve  years.  Re-bound 
copies,  unless  they  are  in  the  most  elaborate 
bindings,  are,  of  course,  much  cheaper,  the  collector 
desiring  books  as  they  were  born.  For  instance, 
Charles  Plumptre  Johnson  in  his  little  book 
entitled  *'  Hints  to  Collectors,"  dated  London, 
1885,  fixes  the  value  of  the  first  series  at  £10  to  £12  ; 
the  second  series  at  £3  to  £4,  and  the  octavo  edition 
in  parts  at  £15  and  the  cloth  bound  volume  at  £8 
to  £10.  Nineteen  years  later,  or  to  be  exact,  in 
1904,  J.  C.  Thomson,  in  his  admirable  "  Biblio- 
graphy of  Dickens  "  gave  the  first  indications  of 
the  strides  made  in  the  values  of  first  issues. 
The  quotations  were  made  at  Sotheby's,  London, 
and  are  for  both  series  :  June,  1897,  with  the  two 
etchings  appearing  for  the  first  time  in  the  second 
edition  of  the  second  series,  £37  ;  March,  1897, 
£29  105.  ;  May,  1900,  £21  ;  first  series  only,  June, 
1897,  £24  105.  ;  second  series  only,  June,  1899,  £28. 
This  was  a  presentation  copy  to  J.  P.  Harley. 
A  London  dealer  in  1912  offered  both  series  in  the 
original  cloth  for  £40. 

It  may  be  said  that  the  cloth  issue  is  oftener 
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found  in  bookshops  than  in  auction  rooms.  It 
ranges  in  price  from  £4  lOs.  to  £7  for  re-bound 
copies,  and  from  £6  to  £10  in  the  original  state. 
In  defining  the  prevalence  of  all  the  issues  of  the 
"  Sketches,"  the  first  and  second  series  might  be 
termed  very  scarce,  the  issue  in  parts  extremely 
scarce  and  the  bound  volume  scarce. 

Recent  auction  sales  in  America  have  shown  the 
following  prices  for  both  series  :  At  Anderson's, 
New  York,  December,  1908,  clean  copy,  $205  ; 
December,  1909,  fine  and  unique  copy,  series  one 
having  a  set  of  the  plates  in  proof  state  on  India 
paper  inserted  ;  series  two  was  in  green  cloth,  in 
which  state  it  is  believed  to  be  the  only  copy  known. 
The  three  books  were  enclosed  in  a  Riviere  solander 
case  and  brought  $220 ;  December,  1911,  first 
series  only  with  2  leaves  loose,  $122.50.  At 
Freeman's,  Philadelphia,  February,  1911,  fine  copy, 
$231.50. 

The  octavo  edition  in  pink  wrappers,  advertise- 
ments and  the  two  proclamations,  the  set  being 
designated  a  fine  one,  in  June,  1899,  sold  for  £46 
in  a  London  auction ;  another  in  a  half-morocco 
case  by  Riviere  with  Dickens'  crest  on  the  back, 
in  May,  1900,  brought  £56  at  Christie's.  Maggs 
Brothers,  of  London,  in  1911,  offered  a  very  fine 
copy  for  £112.  At  Anderson's,  New  York,  in 
December,  1912,  a  fine  set  brought  $385. 

The  cloth  bound  octavo  edition  at  auction  in 
London,  May,  1897,  brought  £6  10<§.,  and  in  June 
1899,  £5.  At  the  Hoe  sale,  Anderson's,  New  York, 
April,  1911,  fetched  the  high  price  of  $65.  The 
copy  was  partly  unopened.     At  Anderson's,  New 
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York,  March,  1909,  a  copy  embellished  with  an 
original  water-colour  drawing  by  George  Cruik- 
shank  (signed),  and  an  autograph  letter  by  Dickens 
to  the  foreman  of  Whiting,  who  printed  the  book 
for  Chapman  &  Hall.  It  asks  for  a  proof  of  the 
story  which  is  "to  finish  the  volume  with  eclat." 
The  copy  was  re-bound  and  brought  $161. 
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THE    PICKWICK    PAPERS 

This  is  surely  one  of  the  books  of  the  Victorian 
era  which  may  justly  be  called  a  classic  without 
straining  the  meaning  of  that  much-abused  defini- 
tion of  a  great  book.  As  a  book  it  has  been  the 
subject  of  several  fair-sized  volumes,  and  in  1907, 
in  its  honour,  there  was  held  an  exhibition  in 
London  which  lasted  several  months.  To  the 
bibliophile  all  these  matters  are  known  and  more, 
too.  He  also  knows  that  the  book  stands  fourth 
and  perhaps  third  among  the  English  printed 
books,  being  exceeded  in  the  point  of  circulation 
only  by  the  Bible,  Shakespeare's  Works  and 
some  say  the  English  Prayer  Book.  Yet  despite 
its  great  vogue,  even  at  the  time  of  publication, 
so  rare  are  first-class  copies  of  the  early  issue  of 
the  original  edition  that  a  record  price  of  $1450 
was  estabUshed  for  a  set  in  parts  at  an  American 
auction  on  December  1,  1908.  Still  further,  a 
firm  of  old  book  dealers  in  London  offered  £100 
for  part  III  in  order  that  a  perfect  set  might  be 
made  up.  This  part,  dated  June,  1836,  was  issued 
for  a  shilling. 

Editions  of  this  marvellous  book  have  been 
printed  in  many  languages.  In  English  it  has  been 
put  out  in  penny  editions  and  it  has  run  the  gamut 
of  prices  until  it  was  printed  in  a  two-volume  edi- 
tion which  sold  for  $1000  per  volume.  This  was 
known  as  the  Saint  Dunstan  edition,  printed 
entirely  on  vellum  and  limited  to  15  copies,  eight 
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for  America  and  seven  for  Europe.  Illuminated 
throughout  by  hand  and  gorgeously  bound,  it 
made  a  splendid  book.  George  D.  Sproul,  of  London 
and  New  York,  was  the  publisher.  It  fell  into  the 
hands  of  the  auctioneer  in  Philadelphia,  October, 
1903,  about  one  year  after  its  publication,  and 
brought  $1300. 

The  intrinsic  greatness  of  the  book  is  surely 
matched  by  the  intricacy  and  difficulty  of  its 
bibliography.  Cradle  books  present  numerous 
complications  in  this  direction,  but  this  may  be 
ascribed  to  the  lapse  of  time  and  the  loss  of  any 
substantial  records  upon  which  sound  knowledge 
might  be  founded.  "  Pickwick  "  was  printed  only 
75  years  ago  and  there  are  hardly  ten  copies  in 
existence  which  would  meet  the  requirements  of 
the  tests  demanded  to  make  a  perfect  copy.  Many 
elements  add  to  the  confusion  into  which  the 
collector  is  plunged  when  attempting  to  satisfy 
himself  of  the  correctness  of  his  collations. 

Of  the  parts  which  ante-dated  the  introduction 
of  Sam  Weller  in  the  story,  there  were  not  more 
than  400  copies  printed.  Then  the  increase  in 
circulation  became  phenomenal.  The  older  plates 
had  to  be  re-etched  hurriedly,  so  as  to  stand  the 
wear  of  increased  press  work.  There  was  a  mixing 
of  original  and  substituted  plates.  Earlier  numbers 
of  the  parts  had  to  be  reprinted.  Advertisements 
were  thrown  out  and  others  added.  When  Part  II 
was  on  the  stocks  the  artist  blew  out  his  brains 
and  the  one  engaged  to  take  his  place  was  unsatis- 
factory to  the  author.  Two  of  the  latter' s  plates 
were  cancelled  and  a  third  artist  made  substitute 

24 


THE  IMPORTANT  NOVELS 

plates  and  fortunately  finished  a  book,  the  pub- 
lication of  which  up  to  this  time  had  been  full  of 
trials  and  tribulations.  This  is  only  a  glimpse  of 
events,  but  conveys  some  idea  of  the  complications 
which  it  caused  to  the  bibliography. 

What  constitutes  a  perfect  first  edition  of 
"  Pickwick  Papers "  ?  is  a  question  which  has 
been  asked  auctioneer  and  dealer  alike.  Those 
having  a  special  knowledge  of  the  matter,  agree 
upon  the  presence  of  a  certain  number  of  basic 
points.  These  may  be  set  down  like  this  : 

1)  All  covers  of  the  parts  must  bear  the  date 
1836. 

2)  Parts  I  and  II  must  carry  the  words, 
"  With  four  illustrations  by  Seymour." 

3)  Part  III  the  words  "  With  illustrations  by 
R.  W.  Buss." 

4)  Part  I  must  have  four  plates  by  Seymour 
unsigned  and  not  re-etched  by  "  Phiz." 

5)  Part  II  must  have  three  plates  by  Seymour, 
signed. 

6)  Part  III  must  have  the  two  plates  signed 
'*  Drawn  and  etched  by  R.  W.  Buss,"  and  the 
page  numbers  on  them. 

7)  Part  IV  The  two  plates  are  indistinctly 
signed  "  Nemo  "  and  not  "  Phiz." 

8)  Parts  II,  III,  X  and  XV  must  have  the 
addresses  by  the  author. 

9)  Parts  XVII,  XVIII  and  XX  addresses  by 
the  pubHshers. 

10)  Plates  in  Parts  I  to  XII  must  have  no 
captions,    only    numerical    references  to  the 
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pages  where  they  fit ;  parts  XIII  to  XX  have 
neither  titles  nor  numerical  references. 
(11)  On    the    vignette    title    page    the    name 
*'  Weller  "  on  the  signboard  over  the  door  is 
spelt  with  a  "  V." 

Accepting,  however,  for  a  basis,  a  set  of  original 
parts  which  have  all  the  "  points  "  enumerated 
above,  by  a  little  patching  here  and  there  from 
other  sets,  deficiencies  may  be  supplied,  and  as 
far  as  human  knowledge  goes,  a  set  might  be 
constructed  which  would  pass  as  correct  with  the 
most  critical  student. 

For  instance,  the  copy  which  brought  the  world's 
record  price  of  $1,450  at  the  auction  sale  of  the 
library  of  Edwin  N.  Lapham,  at  the  Anderson 
Rooms  in  New  York,  ought  to  be  considered  a 
fairly  good  foundation  upon  which  to  erect  a  perfect 
book.  It  must  have  been  one  of  the  best  and 
perhaps  the  very  best  ever  under  the  auctioneer's 
hammer,  because  of  the  price.  The  catalogue 
stated  that  it  is  "  one  of  the  finest  copies  in 
existence."  The  description  is  herewith  given  with- 
these  explanations :  That  from  a  copy  in  the 
possession  of  a  collector  in  Glasgow,  Scotland, 
Parts  IV  to  IX  inclusive,  of  the  Lapham  copy 
have  been  "  improved  "  very  materially  ;  that 
the  Lapham  copy  in  its  description  of  Part  IV 
admitted  the  absence  of  an  advertisement  "  ap- 
pearing only  on  the  first  few  copies  "  ;  that  the 
"  improvements  "  in  the  parts  mentioned  were  not 
made  to  the  prejudice  of  the  Lapham  copy  but  to 
"  make  up  "  a  set  which  will  stand  the  test  of  a 
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critical  investigation  and  furnish  the  answer  as 
nearly  as  possible  to  the  question  as  to  what 
constitutes  a  perfect  copy ;  that  finally  these 
"  improvements "  were  not  made  to  the  book 
proper  but  to  the  advertisements,  which  by  even 
the  ordinary  collector  nowadays  are  considered 
to  be  a  most  important  feature  to  such  books  as 
have  been  issued  serially. 

Consequently  the  Lapham  copy  as  "  improved  " 
will  come  under  the  following  description  : 

DICKENS  (CHARLES).  The  Posthumous 
Papers  of  the  Pickwick  Club,  containing  a  faithful 
Record  of  the  Perambulations,  Perils,  Travels, 
Adventures  and  Sporting  Transactions  of  the 
Corresponding  Members.  Edited  by  "  Boz."  With 
illustSj  by  SeymouVy  Buss  and  Phiz.  First  edn. 
8vo,  in  the  original  parts,  uncut,  enclosed  in  hand- 
some green  levant  morocco  solander  case. 

London,  1836-7. 

One  of  the  finest  copies  of  the  Immortal  "  Pick- 
wick "  in  existence,  containing  several  unusual 
features  (some  of  which  are  not  in  any  other  copy 
[with  one  exception]  that  we  can  trace  after  ex- 
haustive research),  notably  the  excessively  rare 
Part  III,  having  "With  illustrations  by  R.W.  Buss" 
on  front  cover,  and  with  the  other  *'  points  "  that 
are  required  by  the  fastidious  collector.  All  the 
numbers  are  dated  1836. 

Part  I.  With  four  illustrations  by  Seymour  on 
front  cover,  which  was  afterwards  altered  to 
With  Illustrations ;   inside  front  cover  blank, 
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back  inside  cover  blank,  reverse  of  which 
commences  The  Library  of  Fiction.  The  four 
illustrations  are  actually  from  the  Seymour 
plates,  of  which  it  is  said  that  not  more  than 
400  impressions  were  taken,  the  plates  having 
been  so  lightly  etched  that  they  would  not 
stand  the  strain  of  further  printing.  When,  on 
the  introduction  of  Sam  Weller,  the  book  was 
assured  a  success,  copies  of  these  plates  were 
made  with  the  following  differences. 

Plate  1  :  Mr.  Pickwick  addresses  the  Club. 
Seymour  plate,  Mr.  Pickwick's  buttons  on 
his  vest  are  on  the  right  side ;  Phiz  plate, 
the  buttons  are  on  the  left  side. 

Plate  2 :  The  Pugnacious  Cabman.  The  milk- 
maid is  clearly  defined  in  the  original  and  not 
so  in  the  Phiz  copy. 

Plate  3 :  The  Sagacious  Dog.  The  game- 
keeper's gun  has  lock  and  trigger ;  second 
state,  both  are  omitted. 

Plate  4 :  Dr.  Slammer'*  s  defiance  of  Jingle. 
There  are  10  boards  on  floor,  second  state 
has  11.  Page  26,  the  last  page  of  this  number, 
is  headed  Posthumous  Papers,  etc.,  instead 
of  Posthumous  Papers  of. 

Part  II.  With  four  Illustrations  by  Seymour  on 
front  cover,  only  three,  however,  were 
issued,  the  third.  The  Dying  Clown,  the 
artist  having  scarcely  finished  when  he  blew 
his  brains  o^it,  it  being  said  on  account  of 
Dickens  reaping  all  the  benefit,  and  he  only 
a  paid  servant.  Inside  front  cover  blank, 
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back  inside  cover  blank,  outside  back  cover 
advertises  The  Library  of  Fiction.  Also,  the 
Very  Rare  printed  address  announcing  the 
death  of  Seymour. 

Part  III.  With  Illustrations  by  R.  W.  Buss,  in 
which  state  it  is  of  extreme  rarity,  it 
being  afterwards  altered  to  With  Illustra- 
tions. The  illustrations  The  Cricket  Match 
and  the  Arbour  Scene  are  famous  on 
account  of  not  being  satisfactory  to  the  author, 
and  which  were  changed  in  the  second  issues. 
Inside  cover  blank,  back  inside  cover  blank, 
reverse  advertises  No.  3  of  The  Library  of 
Fiction ;  the  excessively  rare  first  Pickwick 
Advertisement,  pp.  4,  announcing  Sunday 
Under  Three  Heads,  also  the  famous  Address, 
not  usually  found  with  the  part,  which  relates 
partly  to  the  new  illustrator  of  Pickwick. 
Also,  at  the  end  appears  the  first  paid  ad- 
vertisement headed  The  Toilet,  and  advertising 
Rowland  and  Sons  Toilet  Preparations.  Of 
this  Advertisement  it  is  said  that  only  one 
other  copy  is  known  to  exist. 

Part  IV.  On  inside  front  cover  advertisement  of 
New  Works  published  by  Chapman  &  Hall, 
etc.  Then  the  Pickwick  advertiser,  4  pages, 
dated  on  page  3,  17  Albemarle  Street,  June  18. 
On  back  cover  inside,  advertisements  begin- 
ning Chapman  &  Hall,  etc.  ;  outside  cover 
The  Library  of  Fiction  with  a  "  notice  to 
the  subscribers  of  this  work  that  arrangements 
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have  been  made  by  virtue  of  which  it  is 
confidently  hoped  that  its  future  numbers 
will  present  additional  claims,"  etc.,  followed 
by  contents  of  Nos.  1,  2  and  3.  (Note :  this 
advertisement  appeared  only  in  the  first 
few  copies,  when  it  was  superseded  by  The 
Pictorial  Album.)  To  this  part  Hablot  K. 
Browne,  "  Phiz,"  first  submitted  his  illus- 
trations, the  earliest  impressions  of  which 
are  known  by  these  "  points  "  :  The  Break- 
dovMy  page  89,  has  "  Nemo "  engraved  on 
the  left-hand  corner,  but  very  indistinctly ; 
the  Sam  Weller  plate,  page  94,  has  "N.E.M.O." 
on  the  right-hand  corner.  This  was  Browne's 
sobriquet,  and  this  was  his  last  use  of  it. 

Part  V.  Inside  front  cover  advertisements  by 
Chapman  &  Hall,  announcing  Sunday  Under 
Three  Heads,  and  then  Pickwick  Advertiser 
of  4  pages  dated  14  Chandos  Street,  West 
Strand,  August  1,  1836.  At  the  end  an 
advertisement  of  James's  Naval  History  and 
a  large  leaf  twice  folded  of  Rowland's  Macassar 
Oil.  These  two  advertisements  went  through 
many  of  the  later  issues.  Inside  of  back  cover, 
advertisements  of  works  by  Chapman  &  Hall. 
Outside  back  cover  advertises  The  Library  of 
Fiction,  No.  5,  giving  no  contents  but  a  notice 
by  the  proprietor  that  the  "  arrangements 
announced  by  them  a  month  ago  are  now 
brought  in  full  operation."  In  the  plate 
Mrs.  Bardell  Faints,  the  ornaments  on  the 
shelf  are  different,  and  the  second  plate 
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Election  at  Eatanswilly  the  Beadle's  legs 
are  straight ;  in  later  issues  they  are  bow- 
legged. 

Page  VI.  Front  cover  inside,  advertisement  of  new 
works  of  Chapman  &  Hall,  announcing  Sun- 
day Under  Three  Heads,  and  the  rare  slip 
Phrenology  Made  Easy,  dated  September, 
1836,  followed  by  the  Pickwick  Advertiser 
of  8  pages,  not  dated,  beginning  "  Mr.  Macrone's 
last  new  publications."  Inside  of  back  cover, 
advertisement  of  Chapman  &  Hall,  A  Gar- 
land of  Love,  etc.  ;  on  the  outside  cover 
advertisement  of  "  The  Library  of  Fiction 
containing  the  following  original  tales,"  etc., 
and  giving  the  contents  of  No.  5.  The  plate. 
Seminary  for  Young  Ladies  has  a  bell  on 
the  door,  showing  the  first  state.  In  the 
other  plate  the  birdcage  should  rest  on  the 
boughs.  There  is  also  an  erroneous  paging 
of  the  plates  which  was  corrected  later — 
"  page  169  "  and  "  page  154." 

Part  VII.  On  the  inside  of  both  covers  there  is  a 
continuing  advertisement  of  The  Library  of 
Fiction,  announcing :  "In  the  course  of 
October  wiU  be  published  the  first  volume  of 
The  Library  of  Fiction,'^  and  on  outside  back 
cover,  the  advertisement  of  The  Pictorial 
Album.  The  Pickwick  Advertiser,  8  pages, 
not  dated,  annoimcing  "  new  and  interesting 
works  recently  published  by  Smith,  Elder  & 
Co."  The  plate  Mr.  Pickwick  in  the  Pound, 
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has  two  donkeys ;  the  other  plate,  Dodson 
and  Fogg^s  Office,  has  Sam  Weller  with  his  legs 
together,  both  of  which  are  first  state  marks. 

Part  VIII.  The  Pickwick  Advertiser  is  dated  on 
first  page,  86  Fleet  Street,  October  1,  1836, 
but  on  page  2  of  the  same  leaf  an  advertise- 
ment by  W.  Kidd  is  dated  14  Chandos  Street, 
West  Strand,  November  1st,  1836.  On  the 
inside  covers  is  an  advertisement :  "  This  day 
is  published  the  First  volume  of  The  Library 
of  Fiction,  etc.  In  the  Heyling  plate  the  chairs 
have  different  tops  from  those  in  the  second 
state. 

Part  IX.  Inside  of  front  wrapper  Bartholomew 
Fair  by  George  Cruikshank  ;  The  Pickwick 
Advertiser  and  advertisements  at  end  com- 
mencing Chapman  and  Hall  and  containing 
advertisement  of  Library  of  Fiction,  No.  9,  14 
pages  in  all,  and  with  the  illustrated  advertise- 
ment from  Effingham  Wilson,  Jr.,  pp.  4.  Plate 
Mr.  Weller  attacks,  the  attendant  at  back  of 
Sedan  chair  is  different ;  also,  the  kitten  on 
the  stool  is  different  in  the  plate  at  page  265, 
both  of  which  are  in  first  state. 

Part  X.  Inside  front  cover  advertising  Popular 
Works  Just  Published  ;  also,  with  The  Pick- 
wick Advertiser,  with  plate  The  Goblin  and  the 
Sexton  in  first  state,  the  bone  being  away 
from  the  skull  and  the  face  in  the  tree  ;  also, 
with  the  address  dated  Dec.  1836,  and  with 
the  advertisements  at  end  comimencing 
Literary  Announcements. 
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Part  XI.  Front  inside  cover  commencing  New 
Engravings  recently  published  by  Ackerman  <Ss 
Co.  Also,  with  The  Pickwick  Advertiser  ad- 
vertising the  works  of  Charles  Dickens,  Esq., 
the  first  of  these  advertisers  to  mention  the 
author's  name.  Plate  Mr.  Pickwick  Slides  con- 
taining Arabella  with  left  foot  forward  and  the 
black  and  white  dog.  Back  cover  advertises 
Weeds  of  Witchery,  etc. 

Part  XII.  Front  inside  cover  advertises  New  Works, 
etc.  ;  also,  with  The  Pickwick  Advertiser, 
with  mention  of  Dickens  (as  in  Part  XI)  ; 
back  inside  cover  announces  Important  In- 
vention ;  also,  with  Mechi's  catalogue.  Plate 
The  Trial  Scene  with  the  hat. 

Part  XIII.  Inside  front  cover  commences  Im- 
portant Invention,  etc.  ;  also,  with  advertise- 
ments at  end  commencing  This  day  is  pub- 
lished ;  also,  with  The  Pickwick  Advertiser, 
plates  in  first  state  :  (1)  with  the  cards  plainly 
seen,  and  (2)  the  point  of  the  pole  on  the  ground 
is  in  a  line  with  the  pole,  and  the  shadow 
below  the  hat  is  separate  with  a  clear  space 
between. 

Part  XIV.  Front  inside  cover  advertises  Lodgers 
Portraits  ;  also,  with  The  Pickwick  Advertiser, 
No.  XIV,  the  first  time  the  Advertiser  bears 
a  number.  Plates  in  first  state :  (1)  plate 
Conviviality  at  Bob  Saunter's  having  books  laid 
down  and  (2)  plate  Mr.  Pickwick  sits  for  his 
portrait,  in  which  is  no  star  in  middle  pane  at 
top  row  in  window. 
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Part  XV.  Front  inside  cover  advertising  Samuel 
Weller^s  Illustrations^  with  The  Pickwick  Ad- 
vertiser,  No.  XV.  Plate  in  first  state :  (1) 
The  Warden's  Room,  there  is  no  loop  at  end  of 
clothes-line  ;  and  (2)  The  Warden's  Room,  by- 
Phiz,  del.  ;  also,  with  the  address,  dated  June 
30,  1837,  in  which  Charles  Dickens  announces 
the  resumption  of  the  work,  which  had  been 
"  interrupted  by  a  severe  domestic  affliction 
of  no  ordinary  kind  "  [the  death  of  Miss  Mary 
Hogarth,  Dickens'  sister-in-law,  who  died 
suddenly  on  May  7th,  1837,  just  after  the 
appearance  of  No.  XIV  of  the  work] ;  also, 
with  advertisements  at  end. 

Part  XVI.  Front  inside  cover  commencing  An 
Important  Addition.  Plates  in  first  state : 
(1)  plate  The  Red-nosed  Man  discourseth, 
the  legs  of  Sam's  chair  are  turned,  in  the  second 
they  are  square ;  (2)  plate  Mrs.  Bardell 
encounters  Mr.  Pickwick  in  Prison,  with  railing 
on  the  steps  and  cockade  in  Sam's  hat,  both 
of  which  were  omitted  in  the  later  issues. 

Part  XVII.  Front  inside  cover  commencing  ChuhVs 
New  Patent,  etc.  ;  also,  with  The  Pickwick 
Advertiser,  No.  XVII.  Plates  in  first  state : 
(1)  With  the  top  shelf  at  the  right  empty, 
and  with  dishes  on  the  second  sheK  of  closet, 
both  of  which  are  reversed  in  the  second  state, 
and  (2)  with  the  uncorded  hamper  ;  also,  with 
the  address,  dated  August  26,  1837,  announc- 
ing a  new  work  by  "  Boz,"  and  with  adver- 
tisements at  end. 
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Part  XVIII.  Front  inside  cover  commences  7m- 
portant  Additions^  etc.  ;  also,  with  The 
Pichwich  Advertiser.  No.  XVIII  (dated  Oct.  2, 
1837)  ;  plate  with  the  Irishman's  stick  with 
the  bundle,  and  (2)  the  side  of  the  dresser 
with  the  jug  and  toasting  fork  hanging  on 
the  side  ;  also,  with  the  sheet  of  advertisements 
announcing  the  completion  of  Pickwick,  and 
advertisements  at  the  end. 

Parts  XIX-XX.  Front  inside  cover  advertising 
Seymour*s  Popular  Sketches,  etc.  ;  also,  with 
The  Pickwick  Advertiser,  Nos.  XIX-XX. 
Plates  in  first  state,  the  plate  Coachmen  drink- 
ing the  toast  the  boards  of  the  floor  run  length- 
wise, second  state  they  run  diagonally  ;  (2) 
plate  Mary  and  the  Fat  Boy,  the  knife  in  the 
boy's  hand  points  down,  in  the  second  state 
it  points  up ;  also,  with  the  frontispiece  in 
first  state,  with  the  stool  under  Pickwick^s 
feet  having  only  4  stripes,  in  the  second  it 
has  6 ;  also,  with  the  vignette  title  page  in 
first  state  having  Tony  Veller  on  the  sign, 
the  second  state  having  Tony  Weller ;  also, 
with  the  sign  Marquis  Qranhy  in  first  state 
holding  stick  almost  perpendicular,  the  second 
state  it  reads  Marquis  .  .  .  Granby  and  he 
is  holding  stick  at  an  angle  of  about  45  degrees; 
also,  with  Directions  to  the  Binder  (reverse  of 
which  contains  the  Errata). 

In  the  possession  of  William  S.  Spaulding,  of 
Boston,  Mass.,  an  ardent  Dickens  collector,  is  a 
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set  which  has  the  "  points "  required,  and  in 
addition,  has  some  unique  features.  From  Part  X 
to  the  end  of  the  book  it  has  impressions  of  both 
the  first  and  second  plates.  It  also  has  the  un- 
published Buss  plate.  It  is  said  there  are  only  two 
other  copies  so  made  up. 

Maggs  Bros.,  in  1911,  offered  a  very  early  issue  for 
£185.  The  wrappers  were  all  dated  1836  and  the 
plates  met  all  the  demands.  The  advertisements 
alone  showed  that  it  was  not  of  the  earliest  pub- 
lication. In  the  same  catalogue  this  firm  had  a 
copy  in  parts  with  the  addresses  in  Parts  II  and  III 
missing  and  most  of  the  plates  showing  early  states, 
for  which  was  asked  18  guineas.  A  copy  with 
the  wrappers  dated  1836  and  1837,  with  the  Buss 
plates  and  the  "  V  "  in  the  WeUer  of  the  vignette 
title  page,  sold  in  a  Philadelphia  auction  in 
February,  1911,  for  $130.  The  advertisements 
indicated  that  it  was  a  much  later  issue  of  the  first 
edition,  and  though  it  maintained  some  of  the 
"  points  "  of  the  original  issue  it  had  none  of  the 
addresses.  This  made  it  a  rather  "  queer " 
copy. 

A  census  of  perfect  copies  is  not  at  hand,  but  of 
the  400  sets  originally  published  there  are  not 
more  than  ten  in  existence.  In  some  of  these, 
"  making  up  "  has  been  resorted  to,  so  that  com- 
posite copies  are  the  result.  With  an  admitted 
condition  of  this  character,  it  will  be  seen  that 
first-class  copies  are  beyond  the  reach  of  the 
average  collector.  This  brings  the  proposition 
down  to  copies  of  the  second  or  third  grade. 

The  first  feature  to  disappear  is  the  name  of  the 
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illustrator  printed  on  the  wrappers.  The  collector 
is  forced  to  be  satisfied  with  the  words,  "  With 
Illustrations  "  and  the  date  1837  in  place  of  the 
earlier  year.  The  "  V  "  shows  up  as  a  "  W  "  in 
the  Weller  of  the  signboard,  and  the  first  two 
addresses  are  seen  no  more.  Buss  plates  gradually 
begin  to  lose  their  authenticity  and  are  printed  on 
ordinary  paper  instead  of  plate  paper.  Original 
Seymour  etchings  have  long  since  been  replaced 
by  the  "  Phiz "  re-drawings,  and  finally  there 
appear  on  all  the  plates  the  letterpress.  The 
presence  or  absence  of  all  or  some  of  these  marks, 
of  course,  shades  the  price  of  the  book. 

To  the  beginner  the  fact  that  a  real  first  issue  of 
a  famous  book  like  "  Pickwick  "  cannot  be  obtained 
seems  like  a  great  hardship.  It  must  be  remem- 
bered that  there  are  many  books  of  other  authors 
which  have  become  practically  unprocurable.  But 
the  true  collector  always  does  the  best  he  can. 
Ever  a  philosopher  he  wisely  turns  to  the  next 
best  specimen  which  will,  at  any  rate,  give  him  a 
representation  of  a  book  required  to  complete  his 
collection.  There  are  many  good  sets  in  parts  of 
*'  Pickwick  "  which  answer  the  purposes  of  a  first 
edition,  because  they  actually  are  first  editions 
but  of  later  issues.  It  is  not  a  broad  statement 
to  say  that  any  copy  bearing  the  1837  date  is  a 
first  edition. 

Many  sets  of  the  parts  are  in  the  market  which 
lack  the  addresses  in  parts  II  and  III,  but  which 
have  some  of  the  other  "  points."  These  may  be 
bought  for  prices  ranging  from  $75  to  $200. 
Then  there   are  copies  which  have  been  neatly 
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bound  up.  The  writer  has  one  of  these  which  is 
eminently  satisfactory  in  lieu  of  a  better  copy. 
It  is  uncut  and  of  the  second  printing.  A  second 
issue  has  a  fairly  infallible  mark  in  the  first  line  of 
page  18,  where  the  words  "  loud  knocking  "  are 
slightly  mutilated.  There  is  a  green  wrapper,  a 
first  and  a  corrected  illustrated  title  page  with  the 
*'  V  "  changed  to  a  "  W  "  in  Weller  ;  the  original 
Buss  plates  and  the  first  "  Phiz  "  plates  signed 
"  Nemo  "  and  about  one-half  of  the  other  plates 
in  their  first  states.  This  copy  cost  $50,  six  years 
ago. 

When  a  bound  copy  is  purchased,  it  should  be 
seen  that  it  is  composed  of  the  parts.  The  regular 
cloth  bound  copy  has  no  great  value  either  from  a 
bibliographic  or  a  commercial  standpoint.  In 
many  instances,  in  fact,  in  most  cases,  the  plates 
are  the  ones  which  have  the  captions  and  con- 
sequently are  very  late  ones.  If  the  Buss  plates 
are  in  a  copy  bound  up  from  the  parts,  the 
genuineness  of  the  "  Arbour  "  plate  can  be  deter- 
mined by  this  test,  which  though  not  infallible  is 
fairly  reliable.  It  is  known  that  Part  I  contained 
26  pages  and  Part  II,  24.  That  would  make  the 
*'  Arbour  "  plate  face  page  51,  the  first  page  of 
Part  III  on  which  begins  Chapter  VI.  In  numerous 
investigations  it  was  found  that  a  portion  of  the 
printing  was  set-off  on  the  plate  paper.  Usually 
when  the  "  Arbour  "  plate  is  good  the  other  Buss 
plate  may  be  reHed  upon,  provided  the  paper  is 
similar.  It  is  useless  to  expect  original  Seymours 
in  the  first  four  plates,  though  it  is  not  unusual  to 
find  the  originals  in  Part  II. 
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Collation  of  the  Parts 
"  Pickwick "  was  issued  in  twenty  numbers, 
parts  XIX  and  XX  being  a  double  number. 
They  were  printed  monthly  from  April,  1836,  to 
November,  1837,  with  the  lapse  of  one  month — 
June,  1837.     Price  one  shilling  the  part. 

After  the  completion  of  the  issue  in  parts,  a 
volume  edition  bound  in  cloth  was  put  out.  Price 
one  guinea. 

Green  Wrapper  : 

Top  line,  the  serial  number,  and  price  Is. 

The/Posthumous  Papers/of  the/Pickwick/Club/ 
Containing  a  Faithful  Record  of  the/Perambula- 
tions, Perils,  Travels,  Adventures/and/Sporting 
Transactions/of  the  Corresponding  Members./ 
Edited  by  "  Boz."/With  Illustrations.  (Varied  in 
the  earUer  numbers). /London :  Chapman  &  Hall, 
186,  Strand. /MDCCCXXXVI  or  MDCCCXXXVII. 
The  wrapper  was  drawn  by  Seymour  and  his  name 
appears  on  the  lower  left-hand  corner.  The  design 
had  at  the  top  the  representation  of  a  gunner 
shooting  a  lonely  bird.  The  sides  had  all  the 
emblems  of  sportsmanship  pertaining  to  fishing 
and  shooting,  while  across  the  bottom  is  a  picture 
of  Mr.  Pickwick  asleep  in  a  punt  on  the  Thames 
facing  Putney  Church. 

The  title  page  differed  greatly  from  the  wrapper 
in  that  Charles  Dickens  for  the  first  time  used  his 
own  name  as  the  author  in  place  of  his  pen  name 
"  Boz."  The  wording  was  as  follows :  The/ 
Posthumous  Papers/of /The  Pickwick  Club. /By 
Charles    Dickens. /With/Forty- three   Illustrations, 
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bv    R.  Seymour   and/Phiz. /London  : /Chapman  & 
Hall,  186,  Strand. /MDCCCXXXVII. 

Collation  when  bound  :  Half  title,  reverse 
blank  ;  frontispiece  by  "  Phiz  del  "  ;  illustrated 
or  vignette  title  page  by  "  Phiz  fecit,"  (showing 
Tony  Weller  in  the  act  of  ducking  Stiggins  in  the 
water  trough  in  front  of  the  Marquis  of  Granby)  ; 
title  page,  on  reverse  of  which  London  : /Bradbury 
&  Evans,  Printers, /Whitefriars ;  dedication  to 
Mr.  Serjeant  Talfourd,  M.P.,  two  pages  signed  with 
the  author's  name  in  full  and  dated  48,  Doughty 
Street, /September  27,  1837  ;  preface  three  pages, 
reverse  blank  ;  contents  four  pages  ;  directions 
to  the  binder,  on  reverse  errata  ;  609  pages  and 
43  etchings. 

"  Pickwick  "  was  the  first  of  Dickens's  "  green 
leaves  "  to  which  he  referred  in  the  preface  to 
*'  David  Copperfield  "  and  also  in  several  of  his 
letters.  It  has  been  stated  once  before  this  that 
the  first  part  contained  26  pages  and  four  plates 
by  Seymour.  This  make-up  of  the  book  was 
unsatisfactory  from  the  start,  so  when  the  artist 
committed  suicide  on  April  20,  a  decision  was 
reached.  An  address  was  issued  with  part  II. 
Seymour  had  etched  only  three  plates  and  the 
number  of  pages  was  cut  to  24.  The  address 
was  printed  on  a  leaf  by  itself  and  read  as 
follows : 

Before  this  number  reaches  the  hands  of  our  readers, 
they  will  have  become  acquainted  with  the 
melancholy  death  of  Mr.  Seymour,  under 
circumstances  of  a  very  distressing  nature. 
Some  time  must  elapse  before  the  void  which 
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the  deceased  gentleman  has  left  in  his  pro- 
fession can  be  filled  up  ; — the  blank  his  death 
has  occasioned  in  the  Society  which  his 
amiable  nature  won,  and  his  talents  adorned, 
we  can  hardly  hope  to  see  supplied. 

We  do  not  allude  to  this  distressing  event  in  the  vain 
hope  of  adding,  by  any  eulogium  of  ours,  to 
the  respect  in  which  the  memory  the  late  Mr. 
Seymour  is  held  by  all  who  ever  knew  him. 
Some  apology  is  due  to  our  readers  for  the 
appearance  of  the  present  number  with  only 
three  plates.  When  we  state  that  they  com- 
prise Mr.  Seymour's  last  efforts,  and  that  on 
one  of  them,  in  particular,  (the  embellishment 
to  the  Stroller's  Tale),  he  was  engaged  up  to  a 
late  hour  of  the  night  preceding  his  death, 
we  feel  confident  that  the  excuse  will  be  deemed 
a  sufficient  one. 

Arrangements  are  in  progress  which  will  enable  us 
to  present  the  ensuing  numbers  of  the  Pickwick 
Papers  on  an  improved  plan,  which  we  trust 
will  give  entire  satisfaction  to  our  numerous 
readers. 

April  27th,  1836. 

R.  W.  Buss  had  sent  in  a  drawing  for  Part  II 
which  was  so  close  in  style  to  Seymour's  pictures 
that  he  was  engaged  as  the  latter's  successor.  It 
had  been  decided  to  increase  the  letterpress  to 
32  pages  and  to  limit  the  illustrations  to  two. 
In  Part  III  there  was  published  an  "  Address  from 
the  Publishers"  which  had  been  written  by  Dickens. 
This  said : 

We  announced  in  our  last  that  the  ensuing  numbers 
of  the  Pickwick  Papers,  would  appear  in  an 
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improved  form  :  and  we  now  beg  to  call  the 
attention  of  our  readers  to  the  fulfilment  of 
our  promise. 

Acting  upon  a  suggestion  which  has  been  made  to 
them  from  various  influential  quarters,  the 
Publishers  have  determined  to  increase  the 
quantity  of  Letter-Press  in  every  monthly  part, 
and  to  diminish  the  number  of  Plates.  It  will 
be  seen  that  the  present  number  contains  eight 
additional  pages  of  closely  printed  matter, 
and  two  engravings  in  steel,  from  designs  by 
Mr.  Buss — a  gentleman  already  well  known 
to  the  public  as  a  very  humorous  and  talented 
artist. 

This  alteration  in  the  plan  of  the  work  entails  upon 
the  Publishers  a  considerable  expense,  which 
nothing  but  a  large  circulation  would  justify 
them  in  incurring.  They  are  happy  to  have  it 
in  their  power  to  state  that  the  rapid  sale  of 
the  two  first  numbers,  and  the  daily  increasing 
demand  for  this  Periodical,  enables  them  to 
acknowledge  the  patronage  of  the  Public, 
in  the  way  which  they  hope  wiU  be  deemed 
most  acceptable. 

May  30th,  1836. 

Dickens  also  wrote  the  following,  which  appeared 
in  the  same  part : 

Postscript  from  the  Editor. 

Always  anxious  to  amuse  our  readers  by  every 
means  in  our  power,  we  beg  to  present  them 
with  the  following  verbatim  copy  of  a  letter 
actually  addressed  and  sent  by  an  anonymous 
correspondent  to  the  Editor  of  the  Pickwick 
Papers,  a  fortnight  since.  Our  correspondent's 
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notions  of  punctuation  are  peculiar  to  himself, 
and  we  have  not  ventured  to  interfere  with 
them. 

"  Sir — In  times  when  the  great,  and  the 
good  are.  largely  associating  for.  the  ameUo- 
ration  of  the  Animal  Kingdom,  it  seems 
remarkable,  that  any  writer  should,  counter- 
act their,  intentions,  by.  such  careless 
paragraphs  as.  the  one.  I.  inclose  ! 
if  it  is  carlessness.  only,  it  may  be  corrected 
if  it  is.  bad  taste.  I  am  afraid  it.  will  be  more 
difficult,  but  perhaps  you  could,  in  another 
paper,  point  out,  to  the  obtuse,  like  myself, 
the  wit  or  humour,  of  depicting,  the  noblest 
of  animals  faint,  weary,  and  over  driven, 

'  When  the  Knees  quiver  and  the  Pulses 
beat.' 

Subjected  to  a.  Brute  ;  only  to  be.  tolerated 
because  he  at.  least  is  ignorant,  of.  the 
Creature  and  his  Creator,  to  whom  he  is 
responsible,  and  whose.  '  admirable  froUc 
and  fun '  consists  in  giving,  his  brutal 
history  of  his  horse,  in  bad  English  !  !  " 

And  then  follows  an  extract  from  a  newspaper, 
containing  the  Cabman's  description  of  his  Horse, 
from  page  6  of  our  first  number. 

This  is  evidently  a  very  pleasant  person — a  fellow 
of  infinite  fancy.  We  shall  be  happy  to 
receive  other  communications  from  the  same 
source — and  on  the  same  terms ;  that  is  to 
say,  post  paid. 

Buss  was  dismissed  after  having  been  paid  £6  10<s. 
for  the  two  plates  which  were  cancelled  by  Dickens. 
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Thackeray  became  an  applicant  for  the  position 
of  illustrator,  but  Hablot  K.  Browne  was  chosen. 
Under  the  pseudonym  of  "  Phiz  "  his  connection 
with  Dickens's  work  did  not  end  until  "  A  Tale  of 
Two  Cities "  was  published  in  1859.  With  one 
exception  all  the  plates  after  Part  IV  were  signed 
*'  Phiz  del,"  that  exception  being  Pickwick's 
Meeting  in  the  Fleet  with  Jingle.  In  addition  to 
illustrating  the  current  numbers,  the  new  artist  re- 
drew all  the  Seymour  plates,  and  in  doing  this  he 
committed  several  peculiar  errors.  In  the  first 
plate  he  placed  Pickwick's  buttons  on  the  wrong 
side  of  his  vest.  The  third  picture  shows  a  shot- 
gun without  a  hammer  or  trigger,  although  in  the 
original  Seymour  both  were  drawn.* 

It  may  be  of  interest  to  note  here  that  on  March 
20,  1907,  at  Sotheby's,  was  sold  the  "Phiz" 
original  drawing  of  the  trial  scene  and  that  it 
brought  £50. 

In  Part  X  there  was  printed  as  follows  this 

Address. 

Ten  months  have  now  elapsed  since  the  appearance 
of  the  first  number  of  the  Pickwick  Papers. 
At  the  close  of  the  year,  and  the  conclusion  of 
half  his  task,  their  Author  may  perhaps, 
without  any  unwarrantable  intrusion  on  the 
notice  of  the  Public,  venture  to  say  a  few  words 
for  himself. 

He  has  long  been  desirous  to  embrace  the  first 

*  A  good  Dickensian,  who  made  an  investigation  of  the  drawing 
methods  of  both  Seymour  and  Browne,  reports  that  he  has  never  found 
that  Seymour  drew  a  gun  with  a  trigger  and  a  hammer  excepting  in 
Pickwick,  and  that  Browne  always  had  these  on  his  guns,  but  that  he 
forgot  them  in  the  book  under  discussion. 
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opportunity  of  announcing  that  it  is  his 
intention  to  adhere  to  his  original  pledge  of 
confining  this  work  to  twenty  numbers.  He 
has  every  temptation  to  exceed  the  limits  he 
first  assigned  to  himself,  that  brilliant  success, 
an  enormous  and  increasing  sale,  the  kindest 
notice,  and  the  most  extensive  popularity, 
can  hold  out.  They  are,  one  and  all,  sad 
temptations  to  an  author,  but  he  has  deter- 
mined to  resist  them  ;  firstly,  because  he  wishes 
to  keep  the  strictest  faith  with  his  readers ; 
and  secondly,  because  he  is  most  anxious  that 
when  the  Posthumous  Papers  of  the  Pick- 
wick Club  form  a  complete  work,  the  book 
may  not  have  to  contend  against  the  heavy 
disadvantage  of  being  prolonged  beyond  his 
original  plan. 

For  ten  months  longer,  then,  if  the  Author  be 
permitted  to  retain  his  health  and  spirits, 
the  Pickwick  Papers  will  be  issued  in  their 
present  form,  and  will  then  be  completed. 
By  what  fresh  adventures  they  may  be 
succeeded  is  no  matter  for  present  considera- 
tion. The  Author  merely  hints  that  he  has 
strong  reason  to  believe  that  a  great  variety 
of  other  documents  still  lie  hidden  in  the 
repository  from  which  these  were  taken,  and 
that  they  may  one  day  see  the  light. 

With  this  short  speech,  Mr.  Pickwick's  stage- 
manager  makes  his  most  grateful  bow,  adding 
on  behalf  of  himself  and  publishers,  what 
the  late  Mr.  John  Richardson,  of  Horsemonger 
Lane,  Southwark,  and  the  Yellow  Caravan 
with  the  Brass  Knocker,  always  said  on 
behalf  of  himself  and  company,  at  the  close 
of  every  performance 

"  Ladies  and  gentlemen,  for  these  marks 
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of  your  favour,  we  beg  to  return  you  our 
sincere  thanks,  and  allow  us  to  inform  you 
that  we  shall  keep  perpetually  going  on 
beginning  again,  regularly,  until  the  end  of 
the  fair." 
December,  1836. 

The  final  address  of  the  author  appeared  in 
Part  XV.  It  was  in  the  nature  of  an  apology  for 
the  delay  in  the  issue  due  to  the  death  of  his  sister- 
in-law,  Mary  Hogarth,  of  whom  he  was  evidently 
very  fond.     This  is  the 

Address 

186,  Strand,  June  30,  1837. 

The  Author  is  desirous  to  take  the  opportunity 
afforded  him  by  his  resumption  of  this  work, 
to  state  once  again  what  he  thought  had  been 
stated  sufficiently  emphatically  before,  namely 
that  its  publication  was  interrupted  by  a 
severe  domestic  affliction  of  no  ordinary  kind  ; 
that  this  was  the  sole  cause  of  the  non- 
appearance of  the  present  number  in  the  usual 
course  ;  and  that  henceforth  it  will  continue 
to  be  published  with  its  accustomed  regularity. 

However  superfluous  this  second  notice  may  appear 
to  many,  it  is  rendered  necessary  by  various 
idle  speculations  and  absurdities  which  have 
been  industriously  propagated  during  the 
past  month ;  which  have  reached  the  Author's 
ears  from  many  quarters,  and  have  pained 
him  exceedingly.  By  one  set  of  intimate 
acquaintances,  especially  well  informed,  he 
has  been  killed  outright ;  by  another,  driven 
mad  ;  by  a  third,  imprisoned  for  debt ;  by  a 
fourth,  sent  per  steamer  to  the  United  States  ; 
by  a  fifth,  rendered  incapable  of  mental 
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exertion  for  evermore — by  all,  in  short, 
represented  as  doing  anything  but  seeking  in 
a  few  weeks'  retirement  the  restoration  of 
that  cheerfulness  and  peace  of  which  a  sad 
bereavement  had  temporarily  deprived  him. 

A  *'  Notice  to  Correspondents "  written  by 
Dickens  was  virtually  a  part  of  the  address.  It 
reads : 

We  receive  every  month  an  immense  number  of 
communications,  purporting  to  be  "  sugges- 
tions "  for  the  Pickwick  Papers.  We  have 
no  doubt  that  they  are  forwarded  with  the 
kindest  intentions  ;  but  as  it  is  whoUy  out  of 
our  power  to  make  use  of  any  such  hints,  and 
as  we  really  have  no  time  to  peruse  anonymous 
letters,  we  hope  the  writers  will  henceforth 
spare  themselves  a  great  deal  of  unnecessary 
and  useless  trouble. 

Parts  XVII,  XVIII  and  XX  had  an  address 
each  by  the  pubUshers.  They  related  strictly 
to  the  business  end  of  the  publication  of  "  Pickwick 
Papers,"  and  included  the  announcement  that 
the  copyright  of  "  Sketches  by  '  Boz '  "  had  been 
purchased  and  that  there  would  be  an  issue  in  20 
parts. 

There  are  several  minor  peculiarities  about 
"  Pickwick  "  which  might  be  noticed.  On  page  9 
of  the  first  part  there  was  printed  on  the  margin 
the  following : 

Note. 

Although  we  find  this  circumstance  recorded 
as  a  "  singular  "  one,  in  Mr.  Pickwick's  note- 
book, we  cannot  refrain  from  humbly  express- 
ing our  dissent  from  that  learned  authority. 
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The  stranger's  anecdote  is  not  one  quarter  so 
wonderful  as  some  of  Mr.  Jesse's  "  Gleanings." 
Ponto  sinks  into  utter  insignificance  before 
the  dogs  whose  actions  he  records. — Ed. 

This  was  suppressed  in  the  later  issues,  whereas 
another  marginal  note  referring  to  Jingle's  anecdote 
of  the  "  revolution  of  July  "  runs,  "  A  remarkable 
instance  of  the  prophetic  force  of  Mr.  Jingle's 
imagination  ;  this  dialogue  occurring  in  the  year 
1827,  and  the  revolution  in  1830,"  which  did  not 
appear  in  the  original  issue. 

On  page  375  the  heading  "  The  Pickwick  Club  " 
has  a  slight  mixture  in  the  position  of  the  types, 
making  the  second  word  read  "  Picwkick."  The 
error  arrived  early  and  remained  fairly  late. 

The  dedication  in  subsequent  editions  seems  to 
have  melted  away.  That  of  1847  printed  it 
condensed  to  three  or  four  personal  lines.  "  To 
Mr.  Sergeant  Talfourd,  with  much  regards,  etc." 
In  the  Library  Edition  of  1858  it  disappeared 
altogether,  and  it  did  not  appear  again  in  the 
editions  which  foUowed  until  the  "  National  "  and 
"  Centenary "  editions  were  published  recently. 
There  were  also  various  alterations  made  in  the 
preface. 

In  the  earlier  numbers  of  the  parts  there  were 
fifty  lines  to  a  page  ;  this  was  reduced  to  forty-nine 
lines  later. 

When  the  volume  edition  was  issued  after  the 
completion  of  the  parts,  the  title  page  credited  the 
work  to  "  Boz."  It  will  be  remembered  that  the 
title  page  to  the  parts  had  it  "  by  Charles  Dickens." 
The  pen  name  was  retained  in  three  more  of  hia 
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subsequent  works  and  the  novelist's  real  name  did 
not  appear  again  until  the  second  edition  of 
*'  Oliver  Twist  "  was  published. 

Values. 

Some  idea  has  already  been  given  of  present 
day  prices.  When  Mr.  Dexter  wrote  his  "  Hints 
to  Dickens  Collectors,"  about  1870,  he  could  hardly 
foresee  what  was  to  become  of  the  figures  he  fixed. 
It  is  worth  while  quoting  him  in  order  to  indicate 
the  marvellous  "  jumps  "  made  since  that  time. 
He  wrote  :  "A  complete  copy  in  parts  and  in  fine 
state  is  worth  £10,  but  a  fine  copy  in  parts,  with 
the  four  addresses,  the  advertisements  to  each  part, 
(which  are  of  great  rarity),  and  all  the  plates  in  the 
first  state,  has  not  been  sold  by  auction  for  the 
last  fifteen  years.  It  would  doubtless  realise  £15 
to  £20."  What  would  this  commentator  say  of 
the  record  price  of  £290  ?  It  is  interesting  also 
to  note  that  Mr.  Johnson  in  1885  put  the  price  of 
a  first-class  copy  at  from  £10  to  £15. 

Mr.  Thomson  in  his  Bibliography  says  £34  was 
a  poor  price  for  a  set  which  was  enclosed  in  two 
half -morocco  cases  with  Dickens's  crest  on  the 
back,  and  sold  at  Christies,  May,  1900 ;  Sotheby 
sold  a  set  in  parts  with  I  and  III  only  first  issue, 
in  May,  1898,  for  £24  105.,  and  a  similar  set  for 
£22  in  March,  1899.  On  May  18,  1903,  Sotheby 
sold  a  copy  which  was  described  as  follows : 
"  Contains  the  four  scarce  addresses  in  Nos.  II, 
III,  X  and  XV  ;  first  two  wrappers  have  Sey- 
mour's name  and  the  third  that  of  R.  W.  Buss, 
and  first  issues  of  the  "  Phiz  "  plates.     Advertise- 

49 


CHARLES  DICKENS 

ments  were  lacking  in  first,  second  and  fourth  parts. 
Every  number  was  dated  1836."  It  was  sold  for 
£142.  Auction  records  show  that  sets  in  parts  with 
the  addresses  only  in  No.  X  and  XV  have  sold  since 
1904  for  prices  ranging  from  £9  to  £20.  In  many 
instances  the  lower  prices  were  due  to  defects, 
such  as  missing  wrappers,  spotted  plates  or  im- 
paired backs.  Parts  bound  up,  usually  with 
marbled  or  gilt  edges,  went  much  cheaper  at  £3 
to  £8.  In  the  original  cloth  the  range  is  from  £3 
to  £7  when  in  good  clean  state. 
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Long  before  Dickens  had  finished  "  Pickwick  " 
he  had  entered  into  an  arrangement  with  Richard 
Bentley  to  edit  the  Miscellany  for  a  salary  of  £20 
a  month.  This  included  a  serial  and  an  agreement 
on  the  part  of  Bentley  to  buy  two  other  stories 
for  publication  in  the  future.  Three  years  later 
the  contract  was  cancelled  and  Bentley  never  got 
the  two  stories.  Publication  of  the  Miscellany 
began  January,  1837,  and  in  the  following  number 
was  begun  the  printing  of  "  Oliver  Twist."  This 
was  continued  monthly  until  March,  1839,  with 
the  lapse  of  the  month  of  June,  1837,  owing  to  the 
death  of  Mary  Hogarth.  In  the  magazine  the 
opening  of  the  story  was  laid  in  "  Mudfog  "  ;  this 
was  altered  in  book-form  to  "a  certain  town 
which  for  many  reasons  it  wiU  be  prudent  to  refrain 
from  mentioning,"  etc. 

Six  months  before  the  completion  of  the  story 
in  the  periodical  it  was  issued  in  a  3-volume  edition. 
Frederic  G.  Kitton  is  the  authority  for  the  state- 
ment that  the  35  London  booksellers  contracted 
for  only  528  copies. 

George  Cruikshank,  who  had  been  the  illustrator 
of  Dickens's  first  published  book,  was  selected  to 
do  the  pictures  for  the  Miscellany ^  and  these  were 
afterwards  utilised  in  the  book.  They  were  of  the 
highest  grade  with  the  exception  of  the  last  plate, 
which  was  cancelled  by  the  author  and  a  substitute 
plate  drawn. 
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The  first  edition  comprises  two  issues,  both, 
however,  having  the  same  title  page.  The  first 
issue  carries  the  suppressed  "  Fireside  "  plate,  and 
the  second  issue  has  the  substituted  plate,  "  Rose 
Maylie  and  Oliver."  Both  were  dated  1838,  and 
the  title  page  attributed  the  authorship  to  "  Boz." 
The  second  edition  contains  the  later  plate  and  the 
shortened  title  "  Oliver  Twist,  By  Charles  Dickens, 
Author  of  The  Pickwick  Papers."  * 

The  following  year  saw  two  issues  of  "  Oliver 
Twist,"  one  of  them  bearing  "2nd  edition" 
on  the  title  page.  In  1840  another  edition  was 
printed,  and  this  has  the  same  title  page  as  the 
first  edition,  but  with  a  different  date.  The  third 
edition,  printed  1841,  has  the  same  title  page  as 
the  second  edition  with  the  change  in  date.  There 
is  also  a  long  preface  dated  Devonshire  Terrace, 
April,  1841.  With  the  drawings  "  touched  up," 
enlarged  and  with  different  backgrounds,  an 
edition  in  ten  monthly  parts  was  issued  in  1846, 
by  Bradbury  &  Evans.  This  in  volume  form  was 
bound  in  slate-coloured  cloth. 

Collation  of  the  First  Issue 

Vol.  I.  Half  title,  on  reverse.  New  Work  by 
"  Boz."/Barnaby  Rudge  :/by  "  Boz."/Which  will 
be  published  forthwith  in  Bentley's  Miscellany  ; 

*  Ernest  Maggs,  of  London,  is  of  opinion  that  the  first 
Edition  consists  of  three  issues,  and  should  be  described  thus  :  first 
issue  with  "  Boz,"  title-page  and  "  Fireside  "  plate  ;  second  issue  with 
same  title-page  and  the  substituted  plate  ;  third  issue  with  the  sub- 
stituted plate,  but  with  the  shortened  title-page  ;  all  of  which  he 
believes  to  be  of  the  same  printing,  differing  only  in  the  changed  plate 
in  the  second  issue,  and  in  the  changed  title  and  plate  in  the  third  issue. 
The  real  second  edition  would  therefore  be  that  of  1839,  bearing  the 
words  "  Second  Edition  "  on  the  title-page. 
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PARISH    BOY'S    PROGRESS. 


BY  "  BOZ.** 


IN   THREE  VOLUMES. 
VOL.  I. 


LONDONt 

RICHARD  BENTLEY,  NEW  BURUNGTON  STREET. 

1838. 


Title  page  of  the  first  issue  of  "  Oliver  Twist.''     This  was 
materially  altered  subsequently. 
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frontispiece,  *'  Oliver's  reception  by  Fagin  and  the 
boys."  Title  page,  Oliver  Twist ;  /or,  the/Parish 
Boy's  Progress.  /By  "  Boz."/In  three  Volumes./ 
Vol.  1. /London  : /Richard  Bentley,  New  Burlington 
Street. /1 838.  On  reverse,  London  : /Printed  by 
Samuel  Bentley, /Dorset  Street,  Fleet  Street ; 
pp.  331,  with  nine  illustrations.  On  last  page  same 
imprint  as  on  reverse  of  title  page  ;  four  pages  of 
advertisements  announcing.  New  Works  of  enter- 
tainment edited  by  Charles  Dickens,  Esq., 
(Boz.). 

Vol.  II.  On  reverse  of  half  title  advertisement 
by  Richard  Bentley,  dated  November  1838,  new 
works  of  fiction,  etc.  ;  frontispiece,  "  The  Bur- 
glary." Title  page  same  as  in  Vol.  I  excepting 
the  volume  number ;  on  reverse  Whiting, /Beau- 
fort House ;  pp.  307,  with  seven  illustrations. 
Imprint  on  last  page  Whiting,  Beaufort  House, 
Strand. 

Vol.  III.  Two  pages  announcing  Bentley's 
Standard  Library ;  frontispiece,  "  The  Last 
Chance."  Title  page  as  in  Vol.  I,  changing  the 
volume  number ;  on  reverse.  Whiting, /Beaufort 
House  ;  pp.  315,  and  eight  illustrations.  Imprint, 
on  last  page  London  : /Printed  by  Samuel  Bentley, 
/Dorset  Street,  Fleet  Street. 

In  Vol.  1  the  plates  bear  the  imprints  of  London, 
Richard  Bentley,  and  the  dates  of  the  first  of  each 
month,  1837,  from  February  to  December,  ex- 
cepting the  month  of  June.  In  Vol.  II  this  is 
unvaried,  the  dates  beginning  with  Jan.  1, 1838,  and 
ending  with  July  1,  1838.  Only  two  plates  carry 
out  this  plan  in  Volume  III.     These  are  "  Mr.  Fagin 
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and  his  pupil  recovering  Nancy."  which  is  dated 
Aug.  1,  1838,  and  "  The  Jew  and  Morris  Bolter 
begin  to  understand  each  other,"  dated  Nov.  1, 
1838.  The  remaining  plates  are  altered  to  read 
"  London,  Published  by  Richard  Bentley,  1838." 
With  a  few  exceptions  all  the  plates  are  signed 
George  Cruikshank,  the  exceptions  being  in  the 
abbreviations  of  the  artist's  given  name. 

The  three  volumes  were  bound  in  brown  cloth 
having  stamped  in  gilt  on  the  back  the  words 
Oliver  Twist  and  underneath  Boz  ;  (Vol.  I,  II, 
III).  At  the  bottom  London,  Bentley.  The 
price  was  25s. 

Collectors  under  whose  observations  have  come 
copies  with  the  list  of  illustrations  following  the 
title  page  will  be  justified  in  a  protest  against  the 
elimination  of  this  feature  from  the  collation. 
This  was  done  because  experts  now  agree  that  the 
list  was  an  interpolation  on  the  part  of  Dickens 
suggested  by  the  utter  absence  of  Cruikshank' s 
name  in  any  part  of  the  book.  It  will  be  noticed 
in  all  instances  that  the  paper  upon  which  it  was 
printed  was  lighter  in  colour  from  that  used  in 
the  body  of  the  book  and  also  that  it  was  cut 
shorter.  The  impression  is  not  to  be  created, 
however,  that  copies  having  the  list  are  not  first 
editions.  With  and  without  the  list  both  are 
genuine  first  issues. 

A  genuine  first  issue  in  the  original  cloth  covers, 
uncut,  and  with  clean,  unfoxed  plates  and  leaves  is 
very  rare.  Second  issues  have  often  been  offered 
as  makeshifts  with  the  argument  that  both  were 
issued  during  the  same  year. 
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The  cancelled  "Fireside"  plate  in  "Oliver   Twist, 
presence  indicates  the  first  issue  of  the  first  edition. 
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The  Issue  in  Parts,  1846. 

This  is  generally  known  as  the  first  octavo  edition 
and  was  published  in  ten  monthly  parts  with  a 
green  wrapper  designed  by  Cruikshank.  It  is 
looked  upon  with  favour  by  collectors,  and  as  a 
consequence  is  the  most  valuable  of  the  Oliver 
Twists.  The  first  part  was  issued  in  January,  the 
month  during  which  Dickens  took  editorial  charge 
of  the  Daily  Neivs.  Many  of  the  advertising  pages 
of  the  parts  were  taken  up  in  announcements  for 
this  paper.  Afterwards  a  volume  was  issued  bound 
in  slate-coloured  cloth  and  this  also  is  extremely 
scarce.  A  number  of  copies  of  the  parts  have  been 
noticed  in  which  the  first  number  was  in  blue 
wrappers.  It  is  believed  that  this  was  a  Dickens 
experiment  to  differentiate  in  colour  between 
original  issues  and  re-publications.  It  evidently 
did  not  please  because  the  green  wrappers  were 
finally  adopted  after  a  few  of  the  others  had  been 
printed.  One  of  these  copies  came  up  at  Sotheby's 
in  February,  1911.  It  had  a  duplicate  Part  I 
in  blue  and  belonged  to  Capt.  R.  J.  H.  Douglas, 
the  most  eminent  of  the  Cruikshank  authorities. 
It  was  not  what  might  be  designated  a  fine  copy, 
but  it  fetched  £23  105.  Later  it  sold  for  $175  in 
America.  An  immaculate  copy  was  offered  in 
1912  by  Charles  Sessler,  a  Philadelphia  dealer, 
for  $200. 

The  TITLE  PAGE  reads  as  follows  :  The/ Adven- 
tures/of/Oliver Twist  ;/or,/The  Parish  Boy's  Pro- 
gress./By/Charles  Dickens. /With  twenty  -  four 
Illustrations  on  Steel,  by /George  Cruikshank. /A 
new   Edition,   Revised   and   Corrected. /London :/ 
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Published  for  the  Author, /By  Bradbury  &  Evans, 
Whitefriars./MDCCCXLVI. 

Collation  :  Half  title,  reverse  blank ;  on  reverse 
of  title  page,  Bradbury  &  Evans,  printers.  White- 
friars  ;  contents  3  pages ;  list  of  illustrations 
1  page  ;  preface  to  3rd  edition  4  pages,  dated 
Devonshire  Terrace,  April,  1841  ;  pp.  311,  and 
24  illustrations. 

Price  10  shillings. 

The  bound  volume  was  issued  at  11  shillings. 

Values 

First  issue  with  cancelled  and  substituted  plates, 
June,  1897,  at  Sotheby's,  £9  10^. ;  November,  1899, 
£3  185.  ;  in  a  morocco  case  without  substituted 
plate,  Sotheby's,  June,  1903,  £6  25.  Gd.  ;  at 
Anderson's,  N.Y.,  December,  1908,  with  substituted 
plate,  $40  ;  at  Freeman's,  Philadelphia,  February, 
1911,  without  substituted  plate,  $42.  Dealers' 
prices  range  from  £6  to  £11.  Quaritch,  of  London, 
in  1913  asked  12  guineas  for  a  copy  having  the 
list  of  illustrations.  Second  editions  range  from 
£1  105.  to  £3  105.,  the  later  editions  somewhat 
cheaper. 

The  re-issue  in  parts,  all  at  Sotheby's,  June,  1897, 
£7  55.  ;  June,  1899,  11  guineas;  very  fine  set,  at 
Christie's,  May,  1900,  £23  ;  in  cloth  case,  good 
copy,  £13  105.  ;  parts  rebound  in  cloth,  February, 
1900,  £8  125.  In  slate-coloured  cloth,  Sotheby's, 
March,  1897,  £3  ;  at  Puttick's,  July,  1902,  £2  75.  6d, 
A  dealer,  in  1911,  £4  105. 
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Substituted  plate,  drawn  by  Cruikshank,  to  take  the  place 
of  the  "  Fireside  "  plate. 
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The  final  number  of  Pickwick  was  issued  in 
November,  1837,  and  on  the  18th  of  the  month 
Dickens,  then  in  the  full  flush  of  his  first  fame, 
entered  into  a  contract  with  Chapman  &  Hall 
to  deliver  in  March  following  the  first  MSS.  of  a 
new  serial  story.  It  was  to  run  in  the  manner  of 
his  first  great  book  and  he  was  to  receive  £150  a 
number.  This  was  ten  times  as  much  as  he 
received  for  "  Pickwick,"  and  at  the  conclusion  of 
the  serial  the  pubHshers  gave  him  a  bonus  of  £1,500. 
Forty-eight  thousand  were  sold  of  the  first  number, 
which  was  issued  April,  1838.  It  was  finished 
October,  1839.  The  parts  appeared  in  the  usual 
green  wrappers,  the  design  of  which  was  drawn  by 
"Phiz."  Parts  XIX  and  XX  formed  a  double 
number. 

Green  Wrapper 

Top  line,  the  serial  number  and  price  Is. 

The/Life  and  Adventures/of/Nicholas  Nickleby/ 
Containing/a  Faithful  Account  of  the/Fortunes, 
Misfortunes,  Uprisings,  Downfalls, /and/Complete 
Career  of  the  Nickleby  Family. /Edited  by  "  Boz."/ 
With  lUustrations/by  "  Phiz."  Below  the  em- 
blematic and  allegorical  border,  London  :  Chapman 
&  Hall,  186,  Strand,/1838. 

The  title  page  was  simplified  and  read  as 
follows :  The/Life  and  Adventures/of  Nicholas 
Nickleby. /By  Charles  Dickens. /With  Illustrations 
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by  Phiz. /London  :/Chapman  and  Hall,  186,  Strand. 
/MDCCCXXXIX. 

Collation  :  Half  title  ;  frontispiece,  consisting 
of  the  portrait  of  the  author  by  Daniel  Maclise 
and  engraved  by  Finden.  (The  picture  bears  a 
facsimile  of  Dickens's  signature — Faithfully  yours 
Charles  Dickens,  with  the  many  flourishes  which 
accompanied  the  signature  of  that  period.  At 
the  bottom  of  the  plate — London.  Published 
Oct.  1,  1839,  by  Chapman  &  Hall,  186,  Strand.) 
Title  page,  on  reverse,  London : /Bradbury  and 
Evans,  Printers,  Whitefriars  ;  dedication  to  W.  C. 
Macready,  Esq.,  blank  on  the  reverse  ;  preface 
four  pages  unsigned  ;  contents  four  pages  ;  list 
of  plates  two  pages  +  624  pages  and  39  plates 
by  "  Phiz  "  ;   on  the  last  page  another  imprint. 

**  Phiz "  etched  several  series  of  plates  for 
Nickleby,  one  of  which  "  Mr.  Mantalini  in  reduced 
Circumstances,"  has  been  subjected  to  some 
criticism  because  of  the  meagreness  of  the  garments 
with  which  the  woman  was  gowned. 

There  was  also  issued  a  bound  volume,  the  price 
of  which  was  one  guinea  in  cloth,  24^.  6d.  bound  in 
half  morocco,  and  265.  6d.  in  full  morocco. 

To  the  collector,  "  Nicholas  Nickleby  "  in  the 
parts  is  not  an  interesting  book.  Its  immense 
original  circulation  makes  it  rather  common. 
The  "  points  "  are  likewise  few  and  unimportant. 
The  first  etched  plates  up  to  page  45  carry  the 
publishers'  imprint ;  in  later  impressions  this  was 
omitted. 

At  Anderson's,  N.Y.,  March  18,  1909,  a  most 
attractive  copy  of    "  Nicholas    Nickleby "  came 
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under  the  hammer.  It  was  full  bound  and  had 
all  the  front  wrappers.  It  must  have  been  a  very- 
early  issue,  because  it  had  an  error  which  is 
rarely  seen.  Inserted  was  a  letter  which  Dickens 
had  written  to  Mr.  Hicks,  a  reader  in  the  office  of 
Bradbury  &  Evans,  who  printed  the  book  for  the 
publishers.     It  reads : 

My  dear  Mr.  Hicks, — On  looking  hastily  over  the 
proof,  I  see  no  mistake  except  page  123, 
where  at  line  17  the  word  "  sister  "  should 
be  substituted  for  "  visitor,"  etc. 

The  address  bears  the  post  office  stamp  Ju.  23, 
1838.  It  was  in  part  IV.  dated  July,  1838,  that 
the  mistake  was  made,  and  how  it  ever  got  into 
the  book  is  almost  unexplainable  when  it  is  noted 
that  Dickens  discovered  the  error  in  the  proof. 

This  book  brought  $141  at  the  sale. 

A  month  before  the  first  part  was  issued  it  was 
advertised  in  the  current  magazines  in  the  shape 
of  a  mock  proclamation.  It  was  a  separate  leaflet 
and  collectors  have  frequently  made  it  a  part  of 
*'  Nickleby,"  thus  adding  to  its  value  and  interest. 

Values 

Fifteen  years  ago  £3  was  a  fair  price  at  English 
auctions  for  copies  in  parts.  American  auctions 
at  the  present  time  have  raised  the  price  until 
it  has  reached  an  average  of  £7  10<s.  Quotations 
follow :  At  Sotheby's,  February,  1896,  £2  10s.  ; 
at  Puttick's,  May,  1897,  in  a  half  morocco  case, 
£3  185.  At  Sotheby's,  June,  1902,  fine  copy  in  cloth 
case,  £6 ;   at  Anderson's,  N.Y.,  December,  1908, 
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in  a  slip  case,  $31 ;  March,  1909,  $37  ;  December, 
1909,  an  interesting  copy,  having  inserted  two 
original  pencil  drawings  by  "  Phiz  "  of  "  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Mantalini  in  Ralph  Nickleby's  office  "  (which 
differs  from  the  published  etching  in  having  seven 
figures  instead  of  four) ;  "  Mysterious  Appearance 
of  the  gentleman  in  the  small  clothes,"  both  being 
signed.  Enclosed  in  a  fine  levant  solander  case 
it  brought  $255  ;  at  Freeman's,  February,  1911, 
very  clean  copy,  $47.50.  Bound  volumes  in 
original  cloth  range  from  £2  in  1896  to  £4  in  1910. 
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MASTER    HUMPHREY'S    CLOCK 

(Embracing    "The    Old    Curiosity    Shop"    and 
"  Barnaby  Rudge.") 

This  was  an  experiment  on  the  part  of  Dickens. 
He  had  feared  that  his  readers  had  become  weary 
of  stories  in  monthly  form  on  account  of  the  lapse 
of  time  between  the  numbers.  So  it  was  decided 
to  alter  the  periods  of  publication  as  well  as  the 
treatment  of  the  subject  matter.  At  the  request 
of  Chapman  &  Hall  he  outlined  his  plans  partially 
in  a  letter  when  he  wrote  among  other  things : 
"  To  introduce  a  little  club  or  knot  of  characters 
and  to  carry  their  personal  histories  and  proceed- 
ings through  the  work  ;  to  introduce  fresh  char- 
acters constantly  ;  to  re-introduce  Mr.  Pickwick 
and  Sam  Weller ;  ...  to  write  amusing  essays 
on  the  various  foibles  of  the  day  as  they  arise ; 
to  take  advantage  of  passing  events  ;  and  to  vary 
the  form  of  the  papers  by  throwing  into  them 
sketches,  essays,  tales,  adventures,  letters  from 
imaginary  correspondents,  and  so  forth,  so  as  to 
diversify  the  contents  as  much  as  possible." 

When  the  agreement  was  completed  there  was 
no  suggestion  of  any  serial  story  whatsoever  to  be 
written  by  Dickens.  An  advertisement  printed 
in  the  Examiner  of  March  29,  1840,  stated  that 
"  Master  Humphrey's  Clock "  would  strike  one 
on  the  following  April  4.  The  new  venture  began 
on  that  date  with  a  circulation  of  70,000,  but  this 
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fell  so  quickly  that  the  original  project  was  aban- 
doned and  a  serial  was  begun  in  the  fourth  number 
under  the  well-known  title  of  "  The  Old  Curiosity 
Shop." 

From  the  time  of  the  first  issue  until  the  end  of 
"  Barnaby  Rudge,"  there  were  actually  four  forms 
of  publication,  namely :  In  88  weekly  parts ; 
20  monthly  parts ;  the  three-volume  edition,  and  the 
issue  in  separately  bound  volumes  of  the  two  stories. 

The  weekly  issue  appeared  in  a  white  wrapper 
with  a  woodcut  by  George  Cattermole.  Each  issue 
was  dated  Saturday  with  the  day  of  the  month 
and  contained  12  pages.  A  green  wrapper  held 
the  monthly  issue,  and,  of  course,  it  included  four 
weekly  numbers  of  48  pages  or  more.  The  monthly 
parts  bore  the  dates  of  the  weekly  issues  on  the 
first  two  wrappers.  On  the  third  wrapper  and 
thereafter  the  dates  were  changed  to  the  numbers 
of  the  weekly  parts.  In  the  weekly  issues  there 
were  addresses  in  Nos.  9,  80,  81,  82,  83  and  87. 
In  the  last  number  a  postscript  was  added.  Ex- 
cepting in  No.  9  the  other  notices  were  repetitions 
in  the  nature  of  a  farewell  in  view  of  the  author's 
contemplated  departure  for  America.  A  promise 
was  also  made  that  in  November,  1842,  he  would 
publish  a  novel  of  English  life,  etc.  This  referred 
to  the  story  afterwards  christened  "  Martin  Chuz- 
zlewit."  The  addresses  were  dated  September, 
1841,   and  the  postscript  November,   1841. 

Of  the  four  issues  the  weekly  one  is  hard  to  ob- 
tain in  a  clean  condition,  and  is  therefore  the  most 
costly  ;  the  monthly  parts  are  next,  while  the 
3-volume  edition  and  the  single  volumes  are  fairly 
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common  and  command  no  great  price.  In  the 
latter  all  of  the  extraneous  "  Clock  "  matter  had 
been  eliminated,  but  was  retained  in  the  other 
forms  of  publication.  Weekly  and  monthly  parts 
are  of  the  same  dimensions,  measuring  10  J  by  7 
inches,  thus  making  a  large-sized  octavo.  The 
3- volume  form  is  marbled  on  all  edges  (with  the  end 
papers  similarly  marbled),  and  this,  together  with 
the  binding,  has  reduced  the  size  to  10  by  6  J. 

Wrappers. 

The  design  on  the  white  and  green  wrappers 
was  identical  and  the  wording  was  as  follows  : 

Top  line  the  number  and  price. 

Inside  the  woodcut  and  a  part  of  it.  Master/ 
Humphrey' s/Clock/( in  type)  By  "  Boz.'7(dates 
and  numbers  as  explained  above).  With  illustra- 
tions/By/G.  Cattermole  and  H.  K.  Browne. 

In  small  type  under  the  woodcut  on  the  left 
and  right  bottoms,  respectively,  Bradbury  and 
Evans,  Printers,  Whitefriars.  Beneath  all  in 
larger  type,  London :  Chapman  and  Hall,  186, 
Strand.  Then  follows  a  list  of  agents  in  the 
United  Kingdom,  which  gradually  increased  until 
the  names  and  addresses  of  32  were  printed.  In 
the  white  wrappers  the  price  per  number  was  3d.  ; 
in  the  green  it  was  Is.  and  Is.  3cZ.,  fixed  by  the 
quantity  of  the  matter  in  the  part. 

Collation  of  the  3-volume  Edition.  Vol.  I. 
Frontispiece  by  George  Cattermole  ;  title  page. 
Master  Humphrey's  Clock. /By  Charles  Dickens./ 
With  Illustrations/By/George  Cattermole  and 
Hablot    Browne. /Vol.    I. /London  : /Chapman    and 

63 


CHARLES  DICKENS 

Hall,  186,  Strand. /MDCCCXL.  ;  on  reverse,  Lon- 
don : /Bradbury  and  Evans,  Printers,  Whitefriars ; 
dedication  to  Samuel  Rogers,  Esquire,  reverse 
blank ;  preface  two  pages,  dated  Devonshire 
Terrace,  York  Gate,/September,  1840.  pp.  306. 

Vol.  II.  Frontispiece  by  "  Phiz  "  ;  title  page 
same,  excepting  volume  number,  and  date 
MDCCCXLI,  on  reverse  same  imprint  as  in  Vol.  I.  ; 
preface,  two  pages,  dated  Devonshire  Terrace, 
London,/March,   1841.   pp.   306. 

Vol.  III.  Frontispiece  by  "  Phiz  "  ;  title  page 
no  change  except  as  to  volume  number,  same 
imprint  on  reverse  ;  preface  to  Barnaby  Rudge 
two  pages,  dated  Devonshire  Terrace,  York  Gate,/ 
November,  1841  ;  pp.  426.  Imprint  on  last  page 
Bradbury  and  Evans,  Printers,  Whitefriars. 

The  binding  was  a  brown  embossed  cloth.  On 
the  front  side  there  was  a  neat  device,  consisting 
of  a  gold  clock,  the  hands  of  which  pointed  to  I, 
II  or  III,  as  the  volume  number  demanded  it. 
On  the  back  there  was  much  gilding  with  the 
title  of  the  book  and  the  Roman  numerals  for  the 
volumes. 

Daniel  Maclise  drew  one  of  the  illustrations, 
which  appeared  in  part  XXXV.  of  the  weekly 
numbers,  and  on  p.  108  of  the  second  book  of  the 
3- volume  edition.  Of  the  194  illustrations,  "  Phiz" 
drew  154  and  Cattermole  39.  For  the  first  time 
woodcuts  were  used  and  most  of  them  were  placed 
in  the  text.  Many  of  Browne's  designs  are 
signed  "  H.K.B." 

Values 
The  Eighty-eight  Weekly  Numbers.  In  1885 
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the  prices  were  quoted  by  Mr.  Johnson  as  ranging 
between  £2  and  £4.  Up  to  June,  1899,  at  Sotheby's, 
the  highest  price  for  a  fine  copy  was  only  £6.  At 
Anderson's,  N.Y.,  March,  1909,  a  set  in  a  cloth 
case,  went  for  $51.  A  dealer  in  1912  asks  $70  for 
an  exceptional  copy. 

Twenty  Monthly  Parts.  At  Sotheby's,  June, 
1899,  £5  125.  6d. ;  at  Christie's,  May,  1900,  in  two 
haK-morocco  cases  by  Riviere  with  Dickens's 
crest  on  back,  £2  lOs.  At  Anderson's,  December, 
1908,  in  a  slip-case  with  morocco  back,  $55 ; 
December,  1909,  in  three  fine  full  levant  solander 
cases,  $40.  A  dealer  in  1911  asked  $50  for  a  copy 
which  had  repairs  made  to  a  number  of  the 
wrappers. 

Three-volume  Edition.  Sotheby's,  February, 
1896,  23s.  ;  May,  1900,  24^.  ;  Anderson's,  N.Y., 
December,  1909,  described  as  a  fine  copy,  $4  ; 
Freeman's,  Philadelphia,  February,  1911,   $10.50. 

The  Two  Separate  Volumes.  Single  volume 
issues  in  cloth  of  the  two  serials  were  sold  in  large 
numbers.  Collectors  do  not  attach  much  value  to 
them  as  first  editions. 
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MARTIN    GHUZZLEWIT 

In  accordance  with  the  addresses  in  the  weekly 
and  monthly  parts  of  the  "  Clock,"  and  the  ad- 
vertisement in  "  American  Notes,"  to  write  a  story 
of  English  life  and  manners,  in  January,  1843, 
there  was  begun  in  twenty  monthly  parts  the 
publication  of  "  Martin  Chuzzlewit."  Dickens 
had  tired  of  weekly  issues  and  he  returned  to  the 
old  monthly  plan.  Under  the  guidance  of  Forster 
an  agreement  was  made  under  which  Chapman  and 
Hall  bound  themselves  to  pay  £200  monthly  and 
three-fourths  of  the  profits  for  a  new  story.  A 
further  arrangement  was  to  the  effect  that  Dickens 
should  receive  £150  monthly  until  the  new  serial 
should  begin,  with  an  additional  stipulation  that 
if  the  profits  were  insufficient  to  cover  this  amount 
it  was  to  be  deducted  from  the  £200  to  be  paid 
monthly.  With  a  guaranteed  income  Dickens 
was  enabled  to  make  his  visit  to  America.  Further 
reference  to  the  contract  shows  that  in  case  of  the 
failure  of  the  new  publication  the  £200  monthly 
for  the  parts  was  to  be  reduced  to  £50.  When 
No.  7  was  published,  Mr.  Hall  suggested  that  this 
clause  be  made  effectual  and  Dickens  rebelled. 
He  had  made  arrangements  with  his  old  publishers 
for  "  A  Christmas  Carol,"  but  he  insisted  that 
Forster  should  terminate  all  agreements,  and 
open  negotiations  with  Bradbury  &  Evans.  This 
firm  advanced  him  £2800  for  one-fourth  share  of 
whatever  he  should  write  in  eight  years,  and  after 
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the  publication  of  "  The  Chimes,"  business  re- 
lations with  Chapman  &  Hall  were  not  resumed 
until  1858,  when  the  firm  published  "  Reprinted 
Pieces." 

Green   Wrappers. 

As  has  been  stated,  the  twenty  monthly  parts 
began  with  No.  I  in  January,  1843,  and  Nos.  XIX 
and  XX  ended  the  serial  in  July,  1844.  They  had 
the  usual  green  wrappers,  the  design  of  which 
was  by  "  Phiz."  The  full  wording  on  the  paper 
wrapper  was  as  follows  :  Top  line  Nos.  and  price 
Is.  The/Life  and  Adventures/of/Martin  Chuzzle- 
wit/His  Relatives,  Friends  and  Enemies. /Com- 
prising/All His  Wills  and  His  Ways, /With  an 
Historic  Record  of  What  He  Did, /and  What  He 
Didn't ; /Showing,  Moreover, /Who  Inherited  the 
Family  Plate,  Who  Came  in  For  the  Silver  Spoons,/ 
and  Who  For  the  Wooden  Ladles. /The  Whole 
Forming  a  Complete  Key  to  the/House  of  Chuzzle- 
wit./Edited  by  "  Boz."/With  Illustrations  By 
"  Phiz."  Below  the  woodcut,  London  :  Chapman 
&  HaU,  186,  Strand./(The  month  of  issue),  1843. 
The  TITLE  PAGE  was  simplified  to  this :  The/Life  and 
Adventures  /  of  /  Martin  Chuzzlewit.  /  By  Charles 
Dickens. /With  Illustrations  by  Phiz. /London :/ 
Chapman  &  Hall,  186,  Strand. /MDCCCXLIV. 

Collation.  Half-title,  reverse  blank  ;  frontis- 
piece, illustrated  title  page,  reverse  blank  ;  title 
page,  reverse  London : /Bradbury  and  Evans, 
Printers,  Whitefriars  ;  dedication  to  Miss  Burdett 
Coutts,  reverse  blank  ;  preface  two  pages,  the  first 
unnumbered,  the  second  VIII,  dated  London,/ 
Twenty-fifth  June,    1844 ;    Contents  four  pages, 
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the  first  unnumbered  and  the  others  X,  XI  and  XII ; 
list  of  plates  two  pages,  one  not  numbered,  the 
other  XIV  ;  errata  one  page,  fourteen  lines,  reverse 
blank,  pp.  624,  and  forty  illustrations,  including 
the  vignette  title  page. 

In  volume  form  it  was  bound  in  a  rather  bright 
blue  cloth,  with  the  title  Martin  Chuzzlewit  in  a 
gilt  stamp  in  the  second  panel,  By/Chas.  Dickens, 
in  the  fourth  panel,  and  London,  1844  at  the 
bottom.  A  few  copies  have  been  found  in  brown 
cloth,  but  in  no  instance  were  they  of  the  early 
issues.  The  price  of  the  cloth  volume  was  one 
guinea ;  half  bound  morocco  245.  6d.,  morocco 
gilt,  265.  Qd. 

The  first  issue  of  the  first  edition  had  a  test 
growing  out  of  a  peculiar  error  by  the  artist.  On 
the  vignette  title  page  in  a  reward  notice  on  the 
sign-post  he  transposed  the  offer  so  as  to  read  100£. 
This  was  not  altered  until  a  number  of  copies  had 
been  printed.  The  corrected  copies  thus  became 
second  or  later  issues  of  the  first  edition.  The 
collector  would  suppose  that  these  early  printings 
would  be  used  exclusively  in  the  parts,  but  quite 
a  number  of  the  cloth-bound  volumes  have  this 
error.  In  all  instances,  however,  unless  bound 
too  closely,  the  stab-holes  of  the  original  parts 
can  be  discovered,  showing  the  origin  of  the  volume. 
Copies  with  the  error  are  scarce. 

Values. 

Though  good  copies  of  the  parts  are  not  common 
the  book  does  not  seem  to  enjoy  great  popularity 
with  collectors.     In  1885  Johnson  said  that  good 
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copies  were  worth  from  £3  to  £5.  Auction  records 
are  rather  indefinite  in  stating  whether  a  copy  has 
the  transposed  *'  £."  The  presumption  would  be 
that  where  there  is  no  mention  of  this  important 
point  it  is  absent,  and  that  the  copy  must  be  of  the 
second  issue.  In  February,  1896,  20  parts  brought 
£3  18<s.  at  Sotheby's  ;  three  years  later  a  very  fine 
copy  was  sold  for  £9  15^.  First  issue  in  original 
cloth  in  June,  1899,  fetched  £6,  the  second  issue 
in  February,  1897,  yielding  only  £3  45.,  and  in 
May,  1900,  two  shillings  less.  In  parts  designated 
as  "  fine,"  May,  1903,  sold  for  seven  guineas ; 
copy  rebound  with  wrappers  and  advertisements 
preserved  and  the  transposed  "  £ "  brought  £3 
at  Sotheby's  in  May,  1904.  In  American  auctions 
since  then  quotations  follow  :  At  Anderson's, 
New  York,  December,  1908,  original  parts  in  cloth 
slip  case,  probably  second  issue,  realised  $30 ; 
a  very  notable  copy  was  sold  by  this  house  from 
the  Hermann  collection,  March  18,  1909,  which  is 
worthy  of  a  description.  It  was  extra-illustrated 
by  "a  very  rare  set  of  4  plates  by  Wall,  the 
existence  of  which  is  quite  unknown  to  many 
Dickens  collectors."  In  addition  and  possibly 
of  more  importance  was  the  presence  of  five  of  the 
original  drawings  by  "  Phiz,"  one  of  which  was  a 
water-colour  drawing.  The  subjects  were  those 
which  were  placed  in  the  original  edition  at  pages 
24,  268,  296,  385  and  563.  The  whole  was  bound 
in  one  volume  by  Riviere  in  full  crushed  levant 
extra  with  a  green  wrapper  preserved.  It  brought 
$625.  In  December,  1909,  a  fine  copy  in  the  parts 
with  a  leaf  of  errata  but  no  reference  to  the  error 
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on  the  title  page,  brought  $43,  including  two 
solander  cases  by  Riviere.  A  clean  copy,  February, 
1911,  at  Freeman's,  Philadelphia,  undoubtedly  a 
second  issue,  sold  for  $22  ;  December,  1911,  at 
Anderson's,  wrappers  repaired,  in  two  slip-cases 
by  Zaehnsdorf,  $37  ;  at  the  same  sale,  with  one 
wrapper  bound  in,  by  Sangorski  and  SutclilBEe, 
and  two  original  drawings  by  "  Phiz,"  signed,  at 
pages  24  and  528,  brought  $85.  A  London  dealer 
in  a  catalogue  dated  November,  1912,  asked  nine 
guineas  for  a  first  issue  of  the  original  parts  with 
the  transposed  "  £."  At  the  present  time  the 
latter  quotation  running  up  to  £10  may  be  accepted 
as  the  average  price  for  the  copy  described,  and 
from  £6  to  £8  for  the  first  issue  in  the  original 
blue  cloth. 
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DOMBEY    AND    SON 

From  the  standpoint  of  its  writing  this  book  was 
the  true  cosmopolite.  It  was  begun  in  Lausanne, 
Switzerland,  continued  in  Paris,  and  finished  in 
Brighton,  Broadstairs  and  London.  Dickens  often 
complained  of  the  hardships  attending  the  con- 
struction of  a  London  story  with  the  author  away 
from  that  city  and  the  consequent  loss  of  local 
colour.  Thirty  thousand  of  the  first  number  were 
sold.  It  was  a  great  increase  over  "  Martin 
Chuzzlewit,"  but  fell  below  "  Pickwick "  or 
"Nickleby,"  yet  the  author  was  more  than  satisfied. 
Under  his  contract  with  Bradbury  &  Evans  his 
profits  were  75  per  cent,  and  this  netted  him  for 
the  first  six  months  £2,200.  In  addition  he  drew 
£100  per  month.  Forster  points  out  that  financial 
worriment  ceased,  prosperity  began  and  a  period 
of  money-saving  was  at  hand. 

The  usual  two  forms  of  publication  were  utilised 
in  "  Dombey  and  Son " — the  twenty  monthly 
parts  in  green  wrappers  at  a  shilling  each,  and  the 
bound  volume,  which  sold  for  one  guinea.  The 
first  number  appeared  October,  1846,  and  the  final 
double  number  was  dated  April,  1848. 

Green  Wrappers. 

"  Phiz  "  drew  the  design  for  the  wrapper  which 

carried  the  following  title :    Top  line  the  number, 

month  and  price  ;    then  Dealings/With  the  Firm 

of/Dombey  and  Son/Wholesale,  Retail,  and  For 
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Exportation, /By /Charles  Dickens. /With  illustra- 
tions by/H.  K.  Browne.  (Of  this  title  the  words 
beginning  with  "  Wholesale "  and  ending  with 
"  Browne  "  only  were  in  type,  the  others  were  a 
part  of  the  cover  design.)  At  the  bottom — Lon- 
don :  Bradbury  &  Evans,  Whitefriars, /Agents : 
J.  Menzies,  Edinburgh ;  J.  Macleod,  Glasgow ; 
J.  M'Glashan,  Dublin./1846  (7-8).  The  illustrated 
title  page  had  the  same  wording  with  all  references 
to  the  illustrations  omitted  and  a  change  in  the 
imprint  which  read  :  London  : /Bradbury  &  Evans, 
Bouverie  Street. /1 848.  This  title  page  has  the 
picture  of  Captain  Cuttle  in  which  the  artist  placed 
the  famous  hook  on  the  left  instead  of  the  right 
arm.  It  is  signed  "  Phiz."  The  regular  title 
page  was  condensed  to  read :  Dombey  and  Son./ 
By /Charles  Dickens. /With  Illustrations  by  H.  K. 
Browne. /London  : /Bradbury  and  Evans,  11,  Bou- 
verie Street./1848. 

Collation.  Errata,  eight  lines ;  half  title, 
reverse  blank  ;  frontispiece  signed  ''  Phiz  "  ;  illus- 
trated title  page ;  title  page,  reverse  imprint 
London  : /Bradbury  and  Evans,  Printers,  White- 
friars ;  dedication  to  the  Marchioness  of  Normanby, 
reverse  blank ;  preface,  one  unnumbered  page, 
dated  Devonshire  Terrace, /Twenty-fourth  March, 
1848,  unsigned,  reverse  blank  ;  contents  one  un- 
numbered page  and  three  pages,  XII,  XIII,  XIV ; 
list  of  plates,  one  unnumbered  page  and  XVI ; 
pp.  624  and  40  illustrations  ;  last  page  Bradbury 
and  Evans  imprint.  The  binding  in  cloth  was 
a  dark  green,  the  gilt  stamp  on  the  back  of  which 
was  Dombey /and   Son/C.  Dickens. /London,  1848. 
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The  circulation  of  this  book  was  so  great  that 
"  Phiz  "  had  to  etch  two  sets  of  plates.  Some 
had  to  be  Uthographed  and  it  is  necessary  to  watch 
for  these.  Usually  the  captions  on  the  latter  were 
"  smudg}^  "  and  black,  aside  from  the  appearance 
of  the  designs.  They  appeared  in  the  parts  as 
well  as  in  the  bound  volume. 

Mr.  Thomson  in  his  "  Life  of  Phiz  "  says  that 
if  the  plate  at  page  547,  "  On  the  Dark  Road,"  is 
good,  the  other  plates  are  sure  to  be  likewise. 
That  is  not  always  the  case.  A  number  of  copies 
have  been  examined  in  which  Mr.  Thomson's  test 
plate  was  perfect,  but  one-third  of  the  other  plates 
were  lithographs. 

With  the  sanction  of  the  author,  "  Phiz  "  in 
connection  with  Robert  Yoimg,  etched  four 
"  extra  "  illustrations  for  this  work.  They  were 
fine  portraits  of  Little  Paul,  Edith,  Florence  and 
Alice,  and  much  praise  has  been  bestowed  upon 
them.  The  artist  also  made  eight  additional  full 
length  portraits  of  other  characters  in  the  novel. 
Each  set  was  published  in  green  wrappers — the 
first  series  selling  for  one  and  the  other  for  two 
shillings.  The  first  four  were  undated,  but  the 
eight,  besides  the  imprint  of  Chapman  &  Hall, 
bear  the  date  1848.  In  the  wrappers  they  are 
worth  about  £2  IO5. 

One  mistake  by  the  Author  was  not  included  in 
the  errata.  On  page  28^  in  the  fifth  and  sixth  ^ 
lines  from  the  bottom  he  confounded  the  name  of 
Mr.  Toot's  boat  with  the  suggestion  made  by  the 
Chicken.  Twice  he  called  the  little  cutter  "Delight" 
when  it  should  have  been  called  "  Joy." 
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Values. 

In  fifteen  years  prices  have  almost  doubled, 
although  the  book  is  far  from  being  a  rarity.  In 
February,  1897,  at  Sotheby's,  original  parts  with 
the  wrappers,  £2  8s.  ;  May,  1900,  very  fine  copy, 
£5  ;  January,  1904,  rebound  with  the  wrappers, 
£1  45.  American  prices  are  as  follows  :  Ander- 
son's, March,  1909,  fine  set  in  cloth  case,  $28  ; 
December,  1909,  unique  copy  with  two  original 
drawings  signed  by  "  Phiz  "  inserted.  They  were 
"  A  Chance  Meeting,"  Part  XIII,  and  "  Abstrac- 
tion and  Recognition,"  Part  XV,  enclosed  in  two 
full  levant  solander  cases  by  Riviere.  $260  was 
realised.  Another  copy  with  two  original  "  Phiz  " 
plates,  but  bound  up  from  the  parts,  brought  $105 
at  a  sale,  December,  1911.  A  London  dealer  in  1912 
offered  a  Dutch  translation  printed  at  the  Hague 
in  numbers,  coincident  with  the  first  issue  in 
London.  The  reproduction  of  the  plates  were  by 
a  Dutch  artist,  the  39  illustrations  being  on  20 
plates.  Forster  evidently  knew  nothing  of  this 
edition  as  he  referred  only  to  a  Russian  translation. 
The  price  was  fixed  at  £7  10s. 
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DAVID   GOPPERFIELD 

The  first  of  Dickens's  big  books  to  be  written 
in  the  first  person,  and  it  is  looked  upon  as  being 
largely  autobiographic.  Though  the  original  sales 
were  comparatively  small — not  exceeding  25,000 — 
the  later  popularity  more  than  recompensed  for  its 
failure  as  an  early  money-maker.  With  many 
lovers  of  the  great  Author's  works  "  David  Copper- 
field  "  ranks  as  the  best  of  his  novels.  With  a  book 
containing  such  characters  as  Betsey  Trotwood, 
Micawber,  the  Peggottys,  and  Mr.  Dick,  it  would 
seem  strange  if  it  were  otherwise.  The  meagreness 
of  the  profits  again  brought  before  the  Author  the 
necessity  of  a  periodical,  and  this  subsequently  for- 
mulated itself  into  his  well-known  Household  Words. 

As  usual  "  Copperfield  "  was  issued  in  the  twenty 
monthly  parts  for  a  shilling  each,  the  last  two 
forming  a  double  number.  Publication  began 
May,  1849,  and  ended  November,  1850.  There 
were  the  green  wrappers  with  a  design  by  "Phiz," 
and  the  inevitable  bound  volume  in  dark  green 
cloth,  price  one  guinea. 

Green  Wrapper. 

The  wrapper  had  the  customary  long  title, 
which  read  like  this :  The/Personal  History, 
Adventures, /Experience,  &  Observation/of /David/ 
Copperfield/The  Younger. /of  Blunderstone  Rook- 
ery,/(Which  He  never  meant  to  be  Published 
on    any    Account).*    By    Charles    Dickens. /With 

•  This  was  the  last  of  the  involved  titles  used  by  Dickens.  In  the 
future  he  avoided  even  sub-titles,  and  made  all  the  names  of  his  books 
very  brief. 
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Illustrations  By  H.  K.  Browne.  Above  the  woodcut 
were  the  number  of  the  part,  the  name  of  the  month 
of  issue  and  the  price.  Below,  London  :  Bradbury 
&  Evans,  Whitefriars,  and  the  agents  in  Edinburgh, 
Glasgow  and  Dublin.  The  title  page  read  :  The 
Personal  History /of /David  Copperfield./By  Charles 
Dickens. /With  Illustrations  by  H.  K.  Browne./ 
London  : /Bradbury  &  Evans,  11,  Bouverie  Street./ 
1850. 

Collation.  Half-title,  reverse  blank  ;  frontis- 
piece, vignette  or  illustrated  title  page  with  the 
Peggotty  boat  home,  drawn  contrary  to  the  des- 
criptions in  the  story,  and  with  the  date  1850  under 
the  publishers'  imprint  ;  title  page,  reverse, 
London/Bradbury  &  Evans,  Printers,  Whitefriars  ; 
dedication  to  the  Hon.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Richard  Wat- 
son,/of /Rockingham,  Northamptonshire,  reverse 
blank  ;  preface  two  pages,  the  first  unnumbered, 
the  second  VIII,  dated  London, /October,  1850 ; 
four  pages  of  contents,  first  page  unnumbered, 
remaining  three  X,  XI,  XII  ;  list  of  plates,  two 
pages,  one  unnumbered,  the  other  XIV  ;  one  un- 
numbered page  of  errata  of  six  lines,  reverse  blank ; 
pp.  624  and  40  illustrations;  on  the  last  page 
publishers'  imprint  as  on  the  back  of  the  title  page. 

Collectors  should  see  to  it  that  the  date  on  the 
illustrated  title  page  is  1850.  This  is  a  mark  of 
the  first  edition.  Later  editions  printed  during 
the  same  year  omitted  the  date. 

With  a  comparatively  small  printing,  and  because 
the  issues  in  parts  were  much  read  and  roughly 
handled,  it  is  a  matter  of  some  difficulty  to  procure 
fine,  clean  and  unrepaired  sets. 
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Values. 

Johnson  in  1885  fixed  prices  from  £3  to  £4,  but 
since  then  they  have  gone  upward  and  a  desirable 
copy  in  parts  is  easily  worth  from  £9  to  £10  from 
dealers  and  slightly  less  in  auctions.  As  far  back 
as  February,  1896,  at  Sotheby's,  a  set  in  a  morocco 
case  brought  four  guineas ;  May,  1903,  also  at 
Sotheby's,  a  copy  fetched  £6  10^.  6d.  At  Ander- 
son's, New  York,  December,  1908,  described  as  a 
fine  copy  in  a  cloth  case,  reached  $51.  A  year 
later,  under  the  same  hammer,  what  was  called  a 
unique  copy,  was  sold  for  $205.  Two  drawings 
in  two  colours  by  and  signed  by  "  Phiz  "  were 
inserted.  One  was  the  etching  bearing  the  caption, 
*'  I  am  hospitably  received  by  Mr.  Peggotty," 
and  the  other,  *'  Somebody  turns  up."  In  March, 
1909,  a  fairly  interesting  copy  was  sold  for  $68.50. 
The  description  went  on  to  say  that  it  "  contained 
8  advertisements  which  are  thought  to  be  unique." 
A  "  fine  clean  copy  "  at  Freeman's,  Philadelphia, 
February,  1911,  brought  $42.  At  Anderson's, 
December,  1911,  enclosed  in  two  Zaehnsdorf  slip 
cases,  a  copy  with  names  written  on  several  of 
the  covers,  brought  $42  ;  at  the  same  sale  $125 
was  realised  for  a  bound  copy  of  the  parts  with  a 
wrapper  preserved.  There  were  inserted  at  pp. 
263  and  614  two  original  drawings  by  "  Phiz," 
signed  by  him  and  the  initials  "  C.  D."  in  the 
Author's  autograph.  A  London  dealer  in  1911 
asked  £6  IO5.  for  a  copy  bound  up  from  the  parts 
with  aU  the  wrappers  and  advertisements. 

Cloth  copies  are  frequent  and  they  bring  about 
£2  lOs.  to  £4  10s. 

77  G 


CHARLES  DICKENS 


BLEAK    HOUSE 

Between  the  publication  of  "  David  Copperfield  " 
and  the  writing  of  "  Bleak  House,"  Dickens  had 
established  a  weekly  journal  which,  after  much 
discussion,  he  called  Household  Words.  He  had 
been  writing  largely  for  his  new  venture,  this 
including  his  "  Child's  History  of  England," 
which  ran  as  a  serial.  The  result  was  that,  when 
he  fairly  got  started  with  "  Bleak  House,"  he  fell 
ill  several  times.  In  a  letter  he  confessed  that 
he  was  over-worked. 

The  new  novel  was  an  attack  on  the  abuses  in 
Chancery,  and  his  idea  began  with  an  article  which 
appeared  in  Household  Words  entitled,  '*  Martyrs 
in  Chancery,"  which  was  rather  flippantly  answered 
by  Sir  Edward  Sugden  in  The  Times. 

Thirty  thousand  were  sold  of  the  first  number, 
subsequent  parts  leaping  to  more  than  forty  thou- 
sand. Harper  paid  Dickens  £400  for  the  American 
rights.  Many  of  the  characters  in  the  book  were 
discoverable  as  having  for  their  prototypes  several 
of  Dickens's  friends.  The  suggestion  that  Skim- 
pole  was  Leigh  Hunt  drew  some  fire  from  the 
latter' s  friends.  Finally,  in  All  the  Year  Round, 
on  December  24,  1859,  Dickens  entered  a  protest 
and  denied  that  he  had  had  Hunt  in  view  when 
he  drew  the  character  for  the  novel.  Another 
interesting  feature  was  Dickens's  defence  of  the 
theory  of  spontaneous  combustion  in  the  preface 
of  the  book. 
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Blue  Wrapper. 

After  the  publication  in  twenty  monthly  parts, 
the  last  number  being  a  double  one,  a  volume 
bound  in  cloth  was  issued  at  one  guinea.  "  Phiz  " 
designed  the  woodcut  on  the  blue  wrappers.  The 
first  part  was  dated  March,  1852,  and  the  last 
September,  1853.  The  date  of  the  volume  is  1853. 
The  wrapper  was  worded  as  follows  :  Top  line  No., 
month  of  issue  and  price.  Inside  the  woodcut 
and  a  part  of  it  Bleak  House/(in  type)  By /Charles 
Dickens. /With  Illustrations  by  H.  K.  Browne. 
Outside  and  below  the  design,  London  :  Bradbury 
&  Evans,  Bouverie  Street.  A  line  for  the  agents 
in  Edinburgh,  Glasgow  and  Dublin.  Under  this 
in  black  and  fairly  large  type  a  notice  that  the 
Author  reserved  the  right  of  publishing  a  trans- 
lation in  France.  This  was  altered  in  Part  V  and 
subsequent  numbers  to  "  the  Author  of  this  work 
notifies  that  it  is  his  intention  to  reserve  the  right 
of  translating  it."  The  title  page  read  :  Bleak 
House. /By /Charles  Dickens. /With  Illustrations  By 
H.  K.  Browne. /London : /Bradbury  and  Evans, 
11,  Bouverie  Street./1853. 

Collation.  Half-title,  reverse  blank  ;  frontis- 
piece, illustrated  title  page,  dated  1853 ;  title 
page,  on  reverse,  London  : /Bradbury  and  Evans, 
Printers,  Whitefriars  ;  one  unnumbered  page  of 
dedication  "  To  My  Companions/in  the/Guild  of 
Literature  and  Art,  reverse  blank  ;  preface  four 
pages,  the  first  unnumbered,  the  other  three  VIII, 
IX,  X,  dated  London, /August,  1853 ;  contents 
four  pages,  one  unnumbered  and  three  XII,  XIII, 
XIV  ;    list  of  plates  two  pages,  one  unnumbered 
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the  other  XVI.  At  the  bottom  of  this  page 
errata  with  five  lines  ;  pp.  624  and  40  illustrations. 
On  last  page  imprint  as  on  reverse  of  title  page. 
Part  IX  carries  only  one  plate,  and  PartX  has  three 
owing  to  an  accident  which  is  explained  on  a 
white  slip  in  Part  IX. 

J.  F.  Dexter  is  authority  for  the  statement 
that  only  one  complete  set  of  forty  plates  were 
etched  by  "  Phiz,"  and  ten  duplicates  of  the 
following:  "The  Ghost's  Walk,"  "Tom  All 
Alones,"  "  The  Night,"  "  The  Morning,"  "  Sunset 
in  the  Long  Drawing  Room,"  "  A  New  Meaning 
to  the  Roman,"  "  Shadow,"  "  The  Mausoleum," 
"  The  Lonely  Figure  "  and  the  frontispiece.  These 
are  all  known  as  the  "  dark  "  plates  and  collectors 
should  observe  their  condition.  The  value  of 
the  copy  would  depend  largely  on  whether  the 
impressions  are  good  or  bad.  The  better  an 
impression  the  greater  the  surety  of  an  earlier 
printing  and  plate. 

The  advertisements  with  the  parts  are  the  most 
interesting  of  any  which  appeared  in  Dickens's 
works.  Much  space  was  used  by  book  publishers, 
and  the  first  announcements  appeared  of  many 
books  which  afterward  became  noted. 

Values. 

In  the  parts,  "  Bleak  House  "  is  easily  obtained 
and  for  a  modest  price.  At  Sotheby's,  February, 
1897,  they  went  for  £2  45.  ;  June,  1898,  a  bound 
copy  in  morocco  extra  by  Riviere  with  wrapper 
preserved  reached  a  high  price  at  £3  17<s.  6d.  ;  on 
the  other  hand,  six  years  later,  what  was  described 
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CIIArTEU  XXVI. 


Sll  ARPSHOOTEKS. 


WiNTKV   nioniiiiL:.  loxkiiiLT  with  dull  oyos  aiul  sallow  (acc  npon  the 
nei-:hl)oiirhooJ  ol"  l..i.v-i.r  ^^[llar.•.  timb  its  iiiliahilants  unwilliiiij  to  sn't 


M  .„v  ,, 


lit  Wee£lj/  N'tis^^^  price  2^  «  ^mpaifi 

HOIiSEH 


^?t>«^i'l;  i)kM<mm3  :t-'<,.<i;GtiimMulf~sB(aiii 


Q 


A  a  accident  having  h-j 


Ppcned  to  the   Plate,  ,t  has  been 


necessa,v  to  cancel  one  of  the  Illustrations  to  the  present 
^""'^^-     '^  ^^•^"  ^-"PP^-i  in  the  next  Alonthlv  Part. 


Ci'FiCE,  N.3.  !{: 


■?.-:<-.kfi«5i«5t  tad  K«w3Hs^i. 


^'  ^.   is  tirv,  he  «:<vs  to  work  to  lim  li  l.i-;  lua.i  »v]ili  hvo 

narvl  lirn^-iuN  a;  oiuv,  to  that  unnu-rriful  (Ii-^tiv  that  I'hil.  sii<nil<!iTiinr  lii> 
^ay  round  k\w  palh-rv  in  thi-  act  of  ?vvtvi»in-i  it.  winks  with  <vinpalhv. 
ims  dialing  oy.r,  the  oniamciital  part  of  Mr.  d.-orsi-'s  toilri  U  soon 
Perfonnal.  \U  tills  his  pipe,  li-hls  it.  and  nvirrlu's  up  and  dowu 
Jjojcmg,  as  his  custom  is.  while  I'inl.  raisinjj  a  ]H.wtrf.d  odour  of  lioi 
"«15  and  coffc-o,  prf).ar<*  l.-.vakfa^t.      11.  Miink.-s  -r.v.k.  and  nr,rolu-s  in 


Bleak  House,  Part  IX,  showing'  the  inserted  slip  which  explains  an  accident  to  a  plate. 

Necessary  to  a  good  copy. 
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as  a  fine  copy  by  Sotheby  brought  only  155. 
American  prices  are  somewhat  higher.  At  Ander- 
son's, New  York,  December,  1908,  in  a  shp  case, 
$26  ;  March,  1909,  in  cloth  case,  fine  copy,  $31; 
December,  1909,  in  two  Riviere  full  levant  solander 
cases  but  with  several  of  the  backs  of  the  parts 
repaired,  $20  ;  Freeman's,  Philadelphia,  February, 
1911,  "  clean,  crisp  "  copy  brought  $20;  December, 
1911,  in  a  Zaehnsdorf  morocco  slip  case,  $31. 
At  the  Hoe  sale,  April,  1911,  re-bound  in  full  brown 
levant  by  the  Club  Bindery,  $22.50.  In  the 
original  cloth,  at  Sotheby's,  June,  1900,  £3  lOs.  ; 
February,  1904,  also  at  Sotheby's,  19^.  A  London 
dealer,  November,  1912,  £1  I65.  Without  pro- 
tecting cases  it  is  fair  to  fix  a  range  for  the  parts 
at  from  £3  to  £6,  according  to  condition.  For 
the  cloth  £1  to  £2  with  the  same  saving  clause. 
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LITTLE  DORRIT 

In  this  book  Dickens  made  a  second  assault  on 
the  archaism  of  imprisonment  for  debt.  "  Pick- 
wick "  furnished  a  picturesque  demonstration  of 
the  debtors'  life  in  the  Fleet,  and  in  "  Little 
Dorrit "  the  Marshalsea,  in  which  the  Author's 
father  had  been  a  "  boarder,"  was  made  the  abode 
of  William  Dorrit  during  the  first  half  of  the  novel. 
The  book  was  begun  in  Folkestone  in  September, 
1855.  The  Author  lived  for  five  months  in  Paris, 
then  back  to  London  and  Boulogne.  An  additional 
crusade  was  made  against  other  social  inequalities. 
To  Wilkie  Collins  he  wrote :  "I  have  almost 
finished  No.  3,  in  which  I  have  relieved  my  indig- 
nant soul  with  a  scarifier."  What  he  called  his 
droll  treatment  of  Flora  Pinching  seems  to  have 
been  inspired  by  a  recent  exchange  of  letters  with 
a  sweetheart  of  1833  with  whom  he  was  desperately 
in  love  at  the  time.  The  Maria  Beadnell  of  that 
year  became  the  Flora  of  1857.  It  was,  as  far  as 
known,  Dickens's  only  genuine  love  affair  and  he 
was  coldly  and  unmercifully  jilted.  It  may  be 
worth  while  to  state  that  in  1855  he  wrote  to  Maria, 
then  a  woman  of  about  44  :  "  Whatever  of  fancy, 
romance,  energy,  passion,  aspiration  and  deter- 
mination belongs  to  me,  I  never  have  separated 
and  never  shall  separate  from  the  hard-hearted 
little  woman — you." 

The  book  was  desperately  attacked  by  many 
critics.     Leading  magazines  like  Blackwood^ s  and 
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the  Edinburgh  Review  applied  to  it  terms  of  no 
uncertain  meaning.  In  Household  Words  on 
August  1,  1857,  Dickens  made  a  reply  to  the  last- 
named  periodical. 

In  the  face  of  critical  opposition  the  book  was  a 
prime  favourite,  the  second  part  reaching  a  cir- 
culation of  35,000. 

The  business  relations  of  Dickens  with  Bradbury 
&  Evans  practically  ended  with  the  publication  of 
*'  Little  Dorrit."  It  was  the  last  of  the  big  novels 
this  firm  issued.  Shortly  afterwards  the  strained 
relations  of  the  author  and  his  wife  came  to  the 
surface.  An  alleged  discourtesy  on  the  part  of 
the  publishers  in  refusing  to  print  a  notice  in 
Punch  of  the  domestic  intranquillities,  led  to  an 
estrangement  which  was  never  softened.  Brad- 
bury &  Evans  had  a  quarter  interest  in  Household 
Words,  and  upon  the  demand  of  Dickens  this 
periodical  was  effaced  and  All  the  Year  Round, 
under  his  sole  domination,  was  established.  Chap- 
man &  Hall  became  the  publishers  of  nearly  every- 
thing Dickens  wrote  until  the  end. 

Blue  Wrapper. 

With  the  blue  wrapper  designed  by  "  Phiz," 
it  made  its  bow  in  December,  1855,  the  double 
number  finishing  the  novel,  June,  1857.  A  volume 
bound  in  green  cloth  was  issued  at  the  price  of 
one  guinea,  in  half  morocco,  at  245.  6c?. 

The  title  on  the  wrapper  was  as  simple  as  that  of 
"  Bleak  House."  With  the  usual  No.,  monthly 
date  and  price,  for  the  top  line,  it  had  the  title 
Little  Dorrit  as  a  part  of  the  woodcut.     Under 
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this  in  type  By/Charles  Dickens. /With  Illustrations 
By  H.  K.  Browne.  Below  the  design,  London : 
Bradbury  &  Evans,  Bouverie  Street,  followed  by  a 
line  giving  the  names  and  addresses  of  agents. 
Under  all  in  bold-faced  type  which  was  carried  on 
all  the  wrappers,  "  The  Author  reserves  the  right 
of  Translation."  The  title  page  read :  Little 
Dorrit. /By /Charles  Dickens. /With  Illustrations  By 
H.  K.  Browne. /London : /Bradbury  and  Evans, 
11,  Bouverie  Street./1857. 

Collation.  Frontispiece,  illustrated  title  page 
dated  1857  ;  title  page,  reverse,  London  : /Brad- 
bury and  Evans,  Printers,  Whitefriars ;  one  un- 
numbered page  of  dedication  to  Clarkson  Stanfield, 
R.A.,  reverse  blank  ;  three  pages  of  preface,  the 
first  unnumbered,  the  second  and  third  VI  and 
VII,  dated  London,/May,  1857,  reverse  blank ; 
four  pages  of  contents,  one  urmumbered,  the  others 
X,  XI,  XII ;  list  of  plates,  two  pages,  the  first 
unnumbered  and  the  second  XIV.  On  this  page 
errata  of  three  lines  ;   pp.  625  and  40  illustrations. 

No  original  edition  of  "  Little  Dorrit "  can  be 
classed  as  perfect  if  there  is  lacking  a  little  white 
slip,  which  should  have  its  place  at  page  481,  in 
Part  XVI.  It  is  about  one-third  the  size  of  the 
printed  page,  and  in  it  the  author  corrects  the 
errors  of  the  preceding  chapter  (XVII),  in  which 
there  had  been  a  complete  transposition  of  names. 
The  little  notice  reads  as  follows : 

By  an  oversight  of  the  Author's,  which  he  did  not 

observe  luitil  it  was  too  late  for  correction  in 

the  first  impression  of  the  Number  for  last 

Month  (XV.),  the  name  Rigaud  is  used  in  the 
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CHAPTER  XVII. 

MISSING. 


The  term  of  Mr.  Dorrifs  visit  was  within  two  days  of  beiutr  out 
a^d  he  was  about  to  dress  for  another  inspection  by  Se  Chief  lutle; 
whose  vactims  were  always  dressed  expressly  for  him)   when  6ne  of 

"Mrs.  Finching." 

The  servant  waited  in  speechless  deference 
^    "Man,  man,"   said  Mr.  Dorrit,  turning  upon  him  with  cn-ievou. 
nxd:gnat.on,    ''explain  your  motive  in   b'rin|ing  me  thL  riSouJ 


BV  an  oversight  of  the  Author's,  which  he  did  not  observe  until 
it  was  too  late  for  correction  in  the  first  impression  of  the  Number 
for  last  month  (XV.),  the  name  Rigaud  is  used  in  the  seven- 
teenth  chapter  of  the  Second  Book,  instead  of  Blandois.  The 
personage  in  the  story  who  assumed  the  latter  name,  is  habitually 
known  to  the  Author  by  the  former,  as  his  real  one ;  and  hence  the 
mistake.  It  is  set  right,  if  the  reader  will  have  the  goodness  to 
substitute  the  word  Blandois  for  Rigaud,  in  that  chapter  when  it 
occurs.    The  chapter  commences  at  page  467,  and  ends  atpage  474. 


have  been  a  first-class  j)leasure  if  he  had  had  it,  "  of  knowing  either 
this  name,  or  yourself,  madam.     Place  a  chair,  ^ir  "  "" 

■PI  Jj.^  responsible  man,  with  a  start,  obeyed,  and  went  out  on  tiptoe. 
Flora  putting  aside  her  veil  with  a  bashful  tremor  upon  her,  proceeded 
to  introduce  herself  At  the  same  time  a  singular  combination  of 
perfumes  was  diffused  through  the  room,  as  if  some  brandy  had  been 
put  by  mistake  in  a  lavender-water  bottle,  or  as  if  some  lavender- 
water  had  been  put  by  mistake  in  a  brandy  bottle. 

'lA^u^J^^'  ^^^^  *o  offer  a  thousand  apologies  and  indeed  they 
would  be  far  too  few  for  such  an  intrusion  which  I  know  must  appei 
extremely  bold  m  a  lady  and  alone  too  but  I  thought  it  best  upon 
the  whole  however  difficult  and  even  apparently  improper  thou-h 


H  H  2 


Fac-simile  showing  the  correction  slip  which  appeared  in 
Part  XVI  of  "  Little  Dorrit." 


THE  IMPORTANT  NOVELS 

seventeenth  chapter  of  the  Second  Book, 
instead  of  Blandois.  The  personage  in  the 
story  who  assumed  the  latter  name,  is  habitu- 
ally known  to  the  Author  by  the  former,  as 
the  real  one  ;  and  hence  the  mistake.  It  is 
set  right,  if  the  reader  will  have  the  goodness 
to  substitute  the  word  Blandois  for  Rigaud, 
in  that  chapter  when  it  occurs.  The  chapter 
commences  at  page  467,  and  ends  at  page  474. 

As  in  the  case  of  "  Bleak  House,"  the  illustrations 
should  be  noticed.  There  was  no  re-etching  done 
excepting  in  the  case  of  the  "  dark  ones."  Of 
these,  five  were  made  in  duplicate  as  follows: 
"  Floating  Away,"  "  The  Ferry,"  "  The  Birds  in 
the  Cage,"  "  Visitors  at  the  Works,"  and  *'  The 
Room  With  the  Portrait." 

Values. 

To  the  collector  "  Little  Dorrit "  presents  no 
great  difficulties.  It  is  one  of  the  most  easily 
obtained  of  any  of  Dickens's  first  editions,  and  for 
that  reason  the  price  is  comparatively  low.  At 
Sotheby's,  January  21,  1904,  in  the  original  parts, 
£1  55.  At  Anderson's,  New  York,  December,  1908, 
in  a  slip  case,  $26 ;  March,  1909,  described  as  a 
very  fine  copy  and  enclosed  in  a  cloth  case,  $19  ; 
December,  1909,  a  special  copy  in  the  parts  with  the 
slip  of  correction  at  page  481,  and  embellished 
with  two  original  drawings  signed  by  "  Phiz." 
One  was  finely  coloured  and  the  other  in  two 
colours,  the  subjects  being  respectively,  "  Little 
Mother,"  and  "  Mr.  Fintwinch  has  a  mild  attack 
of    irritability."     Enclosed    in    two    full    levant 
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solander  cases  by  Riviere,  the  price  was  $270. 
At  Freeman's,  Philadelphia,  February,  1911,  fine 
clean  copy,  $20.  Anderson's,  December,  1911, 
with  names  on  two  covers  and  some  of  the  backs 
worn,  in  two  Zaehnsdorf  slip  cases,  $23.  A 
London  dealer,  November,  1912,  £3  7^.  6d.  The 
volume  edition  rebound  by  vSangorski  and  Sutcliffe, 
with  an  autograph  cheque  of  Dickens  inserted 
brought  $16  at  Anderson's,  in  December,  1911. 

£4  may  be  fixed  as  a  fair  price  for  a  desirable 
set  in  the  parts,  either  at  auction  or  from  a  dealer. 
The  bound  volume  is  worth  about  30^. 
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A    TALE    OF    TWO    CITIES 

When  Dickens  began  the  publication  of  All  the 
Year  Round,  the  successor  of  Household  Words, 
he  reahsed  the  necessity  of  making  a  strong  start. 
So  he  began  writing  "  A  Tale  of  Two  Cities," 
publishing  the  first  of  the  serial  in  the  opening 
number  of  his  new  periodical.  It  was  completed 
in  the  thirty-first  number.  The  time  and  theme 
of  which  it  treats  had  been  his  historical  favourite 
for  many  years,  and  Carlyle's  French  Revolution 
he  knew  from  every  viewpoint.  He  loved  the 
subject  thoroughly  and  entered  the  mental  and 
mechanical  work  with  great  spirit.  But  again,  as 
with  the  publication  of  the  "  Clock  "  and  "  Hard 
Times,"  he  was  handicapped  by  the  limitations 
of  the  weekly  issue. 

As  a  novel  of  great  popularity  it  probably  ranks 
next  to  "Pickwick"  and  "  Copperfield."  With 
*'  A  Tale  of  Two  Cities "  Dickens  renewed  his 
business  functions  with  Chapman  &  Hall,  though 
the  book  was  published  on  commission  only, 
the  Author  henceforth  retaining  all  equities  in 
his  copyrights.  The  novel  also  marked  the  ter- 
mination of  "  Phiz's  "  connection  with  Dickens 
after  a  practical  partnership  of  twenty-three  years. 
Harper  paid  £1,000  for  the  American  rights. 

The  publication  in  the  periodical  from  April  30 
to  November  26  has  no  great  interest  for  the 
collector — it  is  the  issue  in  the  eight  monthly  parts 
which  is  his  quarry.     The  circulation  of  the    first 
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number  reached  30,000  copies,  but  this  fell  off  sadly. 
For  a  number  of  years  good  and  complete  sets 
have  been  decidedly  scarce  and  the  price  has 
soared  skyward.  This  is  also  the  case  with  the 
other  form  of  publication,  the  cloth  volume  edition, 
the  price  of  which  had  also  been  well  maintained. 

In  the  very  earliest  of  the  first  issues  in  the  parts 
there  are  two  pages  113,  the  second  being  213 
wrongly  printed  113,  the  latter  one  having  been 
hastily  corrected  to  213,  but  not  before  some 
copies  had  been  printed.  The  absence  of  this 
error  does  not  invalidate  a  first  edition  but  it  fixes 
the  priority  in  printing.  Another  feature  of  tlie 
book  is  the  "  printing  off "  of  the  vignette  title 
page  and  some  of  the  plates.  The  captions  were  of 
the  finest  hair-lines  and  in  many  good  copies 
these  are  difficult  to  read.  "  Phiz  "  etched  only 
one  set  of  plates. 

Blue  Wrapper. 

The  monthly  parts  were  published  in  a  blue 
wrapper  with  a  design  by  "  Phiz,"  beginning  with 
June,  1859,  and  ending  with  a  double  number 
(VII  and  VIII)  in  December.  The  price  was  one 
shilling  for  each  number.  The  title  of  the  book 
was  a  part  of  the  wood-cut  on  the  cover,  followed 
in  type  with  the  words  By  /  Charles  Dickens./ 
With/Illustrations  By  H.  K.  Browne.  At  the 
bottom  and  below  the  design  this  imprint : 
London :  Chapman  and  Hall,  193,  Piccadilly. 
Another  line  for  the  agents  in  Edinburgh,  Glasgow 
and  Dublin  followed.  After  the  first  number 
the  list  of  agents  was  cancelled  and  the  following 
line  substituted  : 
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Bing ;  in  the  morning,  by  the  fountain,  there  is  raised  a  gjallows  forty 
feet  high,  poisoning  the  water."  :         ■,  ■ 

The  mender  of  roads  looked  through  rather  than  ai  the  low  ceiling, 
and  pointed  as  if  he  saw  the  gallows  somewhere  in  the  sky. 

"  All  work  is  stopped,  all  assemble  there,  nobody  leads  the  cows 
out,  the  cows  are  there  with  the  rest.  At  mid-day,  the  roll  of  drums. 
Soldiers  have  marched  into  the  prison  in  the  night,  and  he  is  in  the 
midst  of  many  soldiers.  He  is  bound  as  beforOj  and  in  his  mouth 
•there  is  a  gag — tied  so,  with  a  tight  string,  making  him  look  almost 
as  if  he  laughed."  lie  suggested  it,  by  creasing  his  face  with  his  two 
thumbs,  from  the  corners  of  his  mouth  to  his  ears.  "  On  the  top  of 
the  gallows  is  fixed  the  knife,  blade  upwards,  with  its  point  in  the  air. 
He  is  hanged  there  forty  feet  high — and  is  left  hanging,  poisoning  the 
water." 

They  looked  at  one  another,  as  he  used  his  blue  cap  to  wipe  his 
face,  on  which  the  perspiration  had  started  afresh  while  he  recalled 
the  spectacle. 

"  It  is  frightful,  messieurs.  How  can  the  women  and  the  children 
draw  water !  "Who  can  gossip  of  an  evening,  under' that  shadow! 
Under  it,  have  I  said  ?  AVhen  I  left  the  village,  Monday  evening  as 
the  sun  was  going  to  bed,  and  looked  back  from  the  hill,  the  shadow 
struck  across  the  church,  across  the  mill,  across  the  prison — seemed 
to  strike  across  the  earth,  messieurs,  to  where  tlie  sky  rests  upon  it !" 

The  hungry  man  gnawed  one  of  his  fingers  as  he  looked  at  tlie 
othef  three,  and  iiis  finger  quivered  with  the  craving  that  was  on  him. 

A  TALE  or  TWO  CITIES.  113 

accused  and  re-taken  yesterday.  Indictment  delivered  to  him  last 
night.  Suspected  and  Denounced  enemy  of  the  Eepublic,  Aristo- 
crat, one  of  a  family  of  tyrants,  one  of  a  race  proscribed,  for  that 
they  had  used  their  abolished  privileges  to  the  infamous  oppression 
of  the  people.  Charles  Evremonde,  called  Damay,  in  right  of  such 
proscription,  absolutely  Dead  in  Law. 

To  this  effect,  in  as  hvj  or  fewer  words,  the  Public  Prosecutor. 

The  President  asked,  was  the  Accused  openly  denounced  or  se- 
cretly ? 

"  Openly,  President." 

"  By  whom  ?" 

"  Three  voices.    Ernest  Defarge,  wine-vendor  of  Saint  Antoine." 

"  Good." 

"  Therese  Defarge,  his  wife." 

"  Good." 

"  Alexandre  Manette,  physician." 

A  great  uproar  took  place  in  the  court,  and  in  the  midst  of  it, 
Doctor  Manette  v/as  seen,  pale  and  trembling,  standing  where  he  had 
been  seated.- 

"  President,  I  indignantly  protest  to  you  that  this  is  a  forgery 
and  a  fraud.  You  know  the  accused  to  be  the  husband  of  my 
daughter.  My  daughter,  and  those  dear  to  her,  are  far  dearer  to 
me  than  my  life.  Who  and  where  is  the  false  conspirator  who  says 
that  I  denounce  the  husband  of  my  child  ?" 

The  first  issue  of  "  A  Tale  of  Two  Cities  "  showing  two  pages 

numbered   113.     The   lower  one   was   corrected   to   213   in 

later  printings. 
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And  "  All  the  Year  Round  "  Office,  11,  Welling- 
ton-Street, North,  Strand. 

A  semi-colon  had  been  placed  after  the 
publishers'  imprint  and  the  type  doubled  in  size. 
The  title  page :  A/Tale  of  Two  Cities. /By /Charles 
Dickens. /With  Illustrations  By  H.  K.  Browne./ 
London : /Chapman  and  Hall,  193,  Piccadilly ;/ 
and  at  the  office  of  All  the  Year  Round, /1 1, 
Wellington  Street  North. /MDCCCLIX. 

There  are  two  important  literary  advertisements 
in  the  parts.  No.  VI  has  a  Smith,  Elder  &  Co.'s 
list,  which  announces  a  monthly  publication, 
price  one  shilling,  of  a  new  periodical  to  be  edited 
by  W.  M.  Thackeray.  In  the  next  part  the  name 
is  given  as  the  Cornhill  Magazine,  with  the  state- 
ment that  the  first  number  will  be  published  on 
January  1,  1860.  Each  of  these  advertisements 
are  printed  on  white  paper  in  the  early  issues, 
but  in  later  ones  the  last  is  on  a  rusty  red 
paper. 

Collation.  Frontispiece,  illustrated  title  page, 
no  date  ;  title  page,  date  1859  in  Roman,  reverse 
blank  ;  unnumbered  page  of  dedication  to  The 
Lord  John  Russell,  reverse  blank ;  one  unnumbered 
page  of  preface,  dated  Tavistock  House,  London, 
/November,  1859,  reverse  blank ;  contents  two 
pages,  the  first  unnumbered,  the  second  VIII ; 
unnumbered  list  of  plates,  reverse  blank  ;  pp.  254 
and  16  illustrations  ;  imprint  on  last  page — C. 
Whiting,  Beaufort  House,  Strand. 

The  volume  edition  was  bound  in  a  vivid  red 
cloth  and  sold  for  9.5.  Copies  have  been  seen  in 
green  cloth,  but  not  very  often. 
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Values 
The  issue  in  the  parts  in  good  condition  may  be 
designated  as  the  second  in  rarity  of  the  Dickens 
novels,  and  it  follows,  one  of  the  most  costly. 
Beginning  with  the  price  fixed  by  Johnson  in  1885 
at  from  £4  to  £6  there  have  been  jumps  to  £20  and 
more.  English  auction  records  do  not  indicate 
the  actual  increases  in  values,  but  those  in  America 
show  greater  strides.  At  Sotheby's,  in  February, 
1896,  a  set  brought  £10  55.  in  a  case  ;  June,  1898, 
with  three  covers  slightly  soiled,  £7  15^.  ;  June, 
1902,  £13.     At  Anderson's,  New  York,  December, 

1908,  in  a  morocco  backed  slip  case,  $75  ;   March, 

1909,  without  a  case,  $90;  December,  1909, 
according  to  the  catalogue,  "  probably  the  finest 
copy  extant.  Practically  as  fresh  as  the  day  they 
left  the  publisher,"  with  four  parts  unopened,  and 
in  a  full  levant  morocco  solander  case  by  Riviere. 
The  set  fetched  $129  ;  December,  1911,  charac- 
terised as  a  "  fine,  clean  copy,"  enclosed  in  a  levant 
morocco  slip  case  by  Zaehnsdorf,  sold  for  $130. 
Copies  in  the  parts  are  very  infrequent  in  dealers' 
catalogues,  this  being  explained  by  the  numerous 
orders  for  this  form  of  publication  which  make 
listing  unnecessary.  The  price  asked  by  dealers 
hovers  in  the  neighbourhood  of  $100  to  $125  for 
desirable  copies. 

In  the  cloth  bound  form  at  auction  during  the 
past  twelve  years  the  range  is  from  three  guineas 
to  £8.  A  dealer's  price  has  about  the  same 
fluctuation,  all  depending  on  the  state  of  the  book. 
Re-bound  copies  are  worth  one-third  less. 
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GREAT    EXPECTATIONS 

From  the  collector's  standpoint,  *'  Great  Ex- 
pectations "  is  a  most  notable  and  important  book, 
owing  to  the  extreme  difficulty  in  obtaining  clean 
uncut  copies  in  the  original  cloth  and  also  because 
it  is  the  one  Dickens  book  which  has  been  used 
by  unscrupulous  dealers  to  deceive  purchasers. 

Dickens's  All  the  Year  Round ,  towards  the  end 
of  1860,  had  reached  a  critical  state  in  its  career 
and  he  came  to  the  decision  to  bolster  its  fallen 
fortunes  with  one  of  his  own  stories.  Publication 
began  December  1,  1860,  and  ended  August  3, 
of  the  following  year.  He  was  deterred  from 
publishing  in  the  monthly  parts  on  account  of  the 
ill-success  met  by  "  A  Tale  of  Two  Cities,"  con- 
sequently a  three-volume  form  was  decided  upon, 
and  so  it  was  issued  about  the  end  of  June,  1861. 
Nearly  the  entire  edition  was  bought  up  by  the 
libraries  and  when  the  patrons  got  through  with 
the  books  there  remained  nothing  but  mutilated 
and  badly  soiled  book  waifs. 

It  would  be  well  to  remember  just  what  consti- 
tutes a  perfect  first  edition,  and  then  to  understand 
how  spurious  copies  are  "  made  up "  by  those 
among  the  booksellers  who  love  the  dollars  or 
pounds  of  the  collectors  better  than  they  do  their 
own  reputations  for  honest  dealing.  Here  are  the 
"points"  : 

(1)  The  cloth  binding  must  be  between  a  purple 
or  plum-coloured  cloth. 
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'  (2)  The   tops   of   the   title   page   and   the   one 

following  in  each  volume  should  be  rough.     They 
were  united  originally  and  had  to  be  opened. 

(3)  Volume  III  must  have  32  pages  of  advertise- 
ments of  Chapman  &  Hall's  books  and  they  must 
have  three  dates,  "  May,  1861."  These  must  be 
at  the  bottom  of  the  first  page,  unnumbered,  on 
the  upper  right-hand  corner  of  page  2,  also  un- 
numbered, and  it  must  appear  once  more  in  the 
same  relative  corner  on  page  5,  unnumbered. 

After  the  first  edition  was  exhausted,  a  second, 
third  and  other  editions  were  printed,  but  in  each 
the  number  of  the  edition  was  printed  on  the  title 
pages.  As  these  changed  so  did  likewise  the  dates 
on  the  advertisements,  those  of  the  other  editions 
being  altered  to  June,  July  and  August,  1861,  in 
accordance  with  the  edition.  There  were  many  fine 
crisp  copies  of  all  the  editions  after  the  first,  and 
all  that  was  required  to  make  a  saleable  book  was 
a  change  in  the  title  pages,  so  that  they  would 
correspond  with  those  of  the  genuine  first  edition. 
Then  came  the  manipulation  of  the  advertisements 
with  the  May  date,  many  of  which  had  been  rescued 
from  the  maimed  and  wounded  first  issues.  In 
saving  them  for  "  doctored "  copies  sometimes 
the  entire  32  pages  were  inserted,  though  some  of 
the  fakers  would  use  only  one  of  the  dates,  using 
the  other  two  for  the  "  embellishing  "  of  other 
copies.  In  no  case  was  this  part  of  the  work 
anything  but  a  careful  insertion  in  the  back  of 
Vol.  III.  The  title  pages  were  printed  on  paper 
as  near  as  possible  in  texture  to  that  used  in  the 
genuine  issue,  but  the  smooth  top  edges  of  the 

92 


CATALOGUE  OF  BOOKS 


PUBLISHED  BT 


CHAPMAN  AND  HALL, 

193,  PICCADILLY. 


Mat,  1861. 


"  Great  Expectations."     First  Appearance  of  the  date  on 
the  advertising  pages,  a  requirement  of  a  first  edition. 


%  fist  0f  iito  maths  #  iffo  miim 

PUBLISHED  BY  CHAPMAN  &  HALL. 


la  2  T0I&,  fcap. 

UA    BEATA:     A    NOVEL. 

By  T.  A.  TROLLOPE.  [In  May. 

In  post  8vo. 
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In  2  vols.,  post  8to.,  cloth,  IBs. 
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CIVIUSATIOX.    By  ALEXANDER  ALISON.    Demy  Svo.  cloth.    14*. 

A  PACKET  OF  SEEDS  SAVED  BY  AN  OLD   GAR^ 
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A  SERIES  OF  DIAGRAMS, 

ILLUSTRATIVE  OF  THE  PRINCIPLES  OF  MECiIANlCAL  miLOSOPHY  AND 
THEIR  APPLICATION.  Twenty-one  large  Plates,  drawn  on  Stone.  With  descriptive 
Xetterpress.  Published  nnder  the  superintendence  of  the  S-xietjr  for  the  Diffusion  of  Useful 
Knowledge.    One  Urge  folio  Volume,  cloth.    21. 123.  id. 

ATLASES  AND  MAPS, 

FOR  STUDENTS  AND  TRAVELLEBS ;  with  Railways  and  Telegraphs,  Sccarately 
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SHARPE'S  STUDENT'S  ATLAS.  With  a  Copious  Index.  Twenty  six 
Coloured  Maps,  selected  from  the  above.    Folio,  half-bound.    2U. 

LOWRY'S  TABLE  ATLAS.  With  a  Copious  Lidox.  One  Hundred 
Coloured  Maps.    Large  4to.  balf-botmd.    12s. 
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with  all  the  Railways  and  Country  Seats.    Coloured,  in  neat  wrapper,  price  6<i.  each. 
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new  pages  exposed  the  deception.  Inserting  the 
title  pages  was  usually  done  with  more  skill  than 
the  same  work  with  the  advertisements. 

During  the  past  five  years  at  the  solicitation  of 
collectors  who  were  friends  of  the  writer,  several 
copies  have  been  passed  upon  and  rejected  as 
palpable  fakes,  and  in  no  instance  has  the  dealer 
made  any  attempt  to  object  to  the  decision  thus 
given.  Many  such  copies  come  into  auction  rooms 
in  America  from  libraries,  the  owners  of  which 
believed  they  had  genuine  books.  The  honest 
dealer  soon  spots  them,  and  owing  to  a  lack  of 
bidders  they  reach  a  price  about  one-fourth  of  the 
value  of  a  real  issue  and  then  some  buyer  believes 
he  has  found  a  bargain.  Most  auction  houses 
decline  to  guarantee  the  authenticity  of  such  books 
and  that  usually  places  the  mark  upon  them. 
When  a  reputable  bookseller  or  auctioneer  is  willing 
to  stand  behind  a  sale  it  is  always  safe  to  buy. 

Collation.  Vol.  I.  Title  page  reading  as  follows : 
Great  Expectations/By /Charles  Dickens. /In  Three 
Volumes. /Vol.  I./London  :/Chapman  and  Hall,  193, 
Piccadilly./MDCCCLXI.  In  small  itahcs— [The 
right  of  translation  is  reserved.]  Reverse  of  title 
page  blank  ;  one  unnumbered  page  of  dedication 
as  follows :  Affectionately  Inscribed/To/Chauncy 
Hare  Townshend.  Reverse  blank ;  pp.  344.  Imprint, 
C.  Whiting,  Beaufort  House,  Strand. 

Vol.  II.  Title  page,  identical  with  that  in  the 
first  volume,  excepting  the  change  in  the  volume 
number,  reverse  blank ;  pp.  351.  The  imprint  is 
in  the  centre  of  the  reverse  of  the  last  page  and 
reads  as  in  Vol.  I. 
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Vol.  III.  Title  page  no  change,  but  in  the 
volume  number,  reverse  blank ;  pp.  344,  with 
the  imprint  at  the  bottom  of  the  last  page,  worded 
as  in  the  preceding  volumes  ;  32  pages  of  book 
advertisements  as  heretofore  noted. 

The  end  papers  are  of  a  very  light  canary  colour. 
This  should  be  borne  in  mind  for  the  reason  that 
in  "  fixing "  a  book,  new  end  papers  sometimes 
have  been  pasted  over  the  old.  In  the  three- 
volume  edition,  the  numbering  of  the  chapters 
has  not  been  continuous.  Vol.  I  contains  from 
Chapter  I.  to  XIX ;  Vol.  II  from  I  to  XX,  and 
Vol.  Ill  the  same  as  the  second  book,  thus  making 
the  59  chapters  of  the  story.  There  were  no 
illustrations  in  this  edition.  Later,  F.  W.  Pail- 
thorpe  made  a  series  of  beautiful  etchings,  num- 
bering twenty-one,  and  these  now  sell  for  £4  to  £5. 

Values. 

The  extreme  rarity  of  good  copies  establishes 
such  prices  as  may  be  agreed  upon  between  the 
dealer  and  the  collector.  At  the  present  time 
these  may  fluctuate  between  £40  to  £70  depending, 
of  course,  on  condition.  Re-bound  copies  lose  more 
than  50  per  cent,  of  their  values.  This  is  due 
largely  to  the  destruction  of  the  "  points  "  for  the 
identification  of  a  genuine  copy.  In  rebinding 
it  would  be  easy  to  include  the  advertisements 
though  they  may  have  been  foreign  to  the  original 
book.  The  other  evidence  which  decides  the 
genuineness  of  the  title  page  would  be  obliterated 
by  gilding  the  tops.  Re-bound  copies  must  be 
purchased  wholly  on  the  faith  in  the  seller. 
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Auction  records  are  not  crowded  with  offerings, 
and  prices  given  do  not  approach  actual  value. 
At  Sotheby's,  June,  1899,  a  copy  sold  for  £13,  and 
in  April,  1902,  one  went  for  £2  less ;  February, 
1902,  re-bound  with  a  set  of  Pailthorpe's  etchings 
on  Japan  paper,  brought  £8  5s.  At  Anderson's, 
New  York,  December,  1909,  a  re-bound  copy  des- 
cribed as  "  probably  the  finest  copy  in  existence," 
and  containing  twenty-six  of  Pailthorpe's  original 
drawings,  including  some  unpublished  proofs  on 
crayon  paper,  before  they  got  into  the  hands  of 
the  publishers,  together  with  a  letter  from  the 
artist.  It  was  "  knocked  down  "  for  $260 ;  in 
December,  1911,  in  the  original  cloth  and  protected 
by  slip  cases,  $107.50. 
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OUR    MUTUAL    FRIEND 

Four  years  before  this  book  was  written,  the 
title  had  been  selected.  To  place  All  the  Year 
Round  on  a  profitable  basis  was  not  without  effort 
on  the  Author's  part.  Adding  to  this  his  readings 
it  was  not  a  wonder  that  he  had  several  attacks  of 
illness.  His  energy  apparently  was  waning  and 
he  was  forced  to  write  his  new  novel  with  reduced 
speed.  The  fact  became  plain  that  Dickens  was 
beginning  to  move  downhill.  The  surprise  was 
that  he  did  so  well  with  his  characterisations  in 
"  Our  Mutual  Friend." 

Dickens  returned  to  his  old  forms  of  publication, 
abandoned  since  the  appearance  of  "  Little  Dorrit," 
namely,  the  twenty  monthly  parts  and  the  issue 
in  a  bound  volume.  The  parts  were  in  a  green 
paper  wrapper  designed  by  Marcus  Stone,  R.A., 
who  also  illustrated  the  work.  The  first  issue  was 
in  May,  1864,  and  the  final  double  number  in 
November,  1865.  The  publication  in  cloth  was 
in  two  volumes,  a  deviation  from  former  methods. 
Thirty  thousand  copies  were  sold  of  the  first  number, 
"  with  orders  flowing  in  fast,"  wrote  Dickens 
two  days  thereafter. 

Green  Wrapper. 
On  the  green  wrapper  at  the  top  was  the  custo- 
mary No.  of  issue,  the  month  and  year  and  the 
price.     The  title  was  a  part  of  the  woodcut,  the 
wording  in  type  following :  By /Charles  Dickens./ 
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Book  the  First.    The  Cup  and  the  Lip. 


,*  The  Reader  icill  understand  the  use  of  the  i^cypular 
phrase  Oub  Mutual  Fbiend,  as  the  title  of  this  hook, 
on  arriving  at  the  Ninth  Chapter  {page  84). 


twenty,  Bufficiently  like  him  to  be  recognizable  as  his  daughter. 
The  girl  rowed,  pulling  a  pair  of  sculls  very  easily ;  the  man,  with 
the  rudder-lines  slack  in  his  hands,  and  his  hands  loose  in  his 
waistband,  kept  an  eager  look  out.  He  had  no  net,  hook,  or  line, 
and  he  could  not  be  a  fisherman ;  his  boat  had  no  cushion  for  a  sitter, 
no  paint,  no  inscription,  no  appliance  beyond  a  rusty  boathook  and  a 
coil  of  rope,  and  he  coiild  not  be  a  waterman  ;  his  boat  was  too  crazy 
and  too  small  to  take  in  cargo  for  delivery,  and  he  could  not  be  a 
lighterman  or  river-carrier ;  ther^  was  no  clue  to  what  he  looked  for, 
but  he  looked  for  something,  with  a  most  intent  and  searching  gaze. 
The  tide,  which  had  turned  an  hour  before,  was  running  down,  and 
his  eyes  watched  every  little  race  and  eddy  in  its  broad  sweep, 
as  the  boat  made  slight  head-way  against  it,  or  drove  stem  fore- 
most before  it,  according  as  he  directed  his  daughter  by  a  move- 
ment of  his  head.  She  watched  his  face  as  earnestly  as .  he  watched 
the  river.  But,  in  the  intensity  of  her  look  there  was  a  touch  of 
dread  or  horror. 

Allied  to  the  bottom  of  the  river  rather  than  the  surface,  by  reason 
of  the  shme  and  ooze  with  which  it  was  covered,  and  its  sodden 
state,  this  boat  and  the  two  figures  in  it  obviously  were  doing  some- 
thing that  they  often  did,  and  were  seeking  what  they  often  sought. 
Half  savage  as  the  man  showed,  vnth  no  covering  on  his  matted  head, 
with  his  brown  arms  bare  to  between  the  elbow  and  the  shoulder, 
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Fac-simile  of  page  showing  slip  explaining  the  meaning  of 
the  title  of  "Our  Mutual  Friend." 
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With  Illustrations/By/Marcus  Stone.  Below  the 
design,  London :  Chapman  &  Hall,  Piccadilly. 
Another  line  in  small  italics,  "  The  right  of  Trans- 
lation is  reserved."  Below  it  all,  London  :  Printed 
By  W.  Clowes  and  Sons,  Stamford  Street  and 
Charing  Cross.  The  title  page  read  :  Our  Mutual 
Friend. /By /Charles  Dickens. /With  Illustrations  By 
Marcus  Stone./In  Two  Volumes./Vol.  I  (II).  Lon- 
don : /Chapman  and  Hall,  193  Piccadilly./1865./ 
The  right  of  Translation  is  reserved. 

Collation.  Vol.  I.  Half-title,  reverse  blank ; 
frontispiece  (The  Bird  of  Prey)  ;  title  page,  at 
the  bottom  of  the  reverse  of  which,  London, 
Printed  by  William  Clowes  and  Sons,  Stamford 
Street/and  Charing  Cross ;  one  unnumbered  page 
of  dedication  to  Sir  James  Emerson  Tennent, 
reverse  blank ;  contents  three  pages,  the  first 
unnumbered,  the  others  VIII  and  IX,  reverse 
blank  ;  one  page  numbered  XI ;  illustrations  to 
Vol.  I,  reverse  blank.  Here  should  follow  on  a 
separate  slip  of  paper  about  one-fifth  the  size  of 
the  page  an  announcement  which  read : 

*^*The  Reader  will  understand  the  use  of  the  popular 
phrase  Our  Mutual  Friend,  as  the  title  of  this 
book,  on  arriving  at  the  Ninth  Chapter  {page  84). 

The  book  proper  then  begins  with  320  pages  and 
20  illustrations.  On  the  last  page  the  same 
imprint  as  on  the  reverse  of  the  title  page. 

Vol.  II.  Half-title,  reverse  blank  ;  frontispiece 
(The  Dutch  Bottle) ;  title  page,  imprint  on  reverse 
same  as  in  Vol.  I ;  contents  three  pages,  the  first 
unnumbered,  the  others  VI  and  VII,  on  reverse  of 
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latter  and  unnumbered  one  page  Illustrations  to 
Volume  II ;  pp.  306  and  a  Postscript  of  three  pages, 
the  first  unnumbered  and  the  two  pages  308  and 
309,  dated  September  2nd,  1865  ;  20  illustrations ; 
on  the  reverse  of  p.  309,  in  centre  of  unnumbered 
page  imprint  of  William  Clowes  and  Sons. 

Values. 

"  Our  Mutual  Friend  "  in  the  monthly  parts  is 
reasonably  common  and  the  prices  comparatively 
low.  The  collector  in  buying  re-bound  copies  of 
the  parts  should  see  to  it  that  the  little  slip  in  Vol. 
I,  to  which  reference  is  made  in  the  collation,  is 
included.  It  is  actually  a  part  of  the  book,  but 
in  many  copies  its  absence  has  been  noted. 

In  the  parts,  Sotheby  sold  a  set,  November,  1901, 
for  £1  lis.  At  Christie's,  June,  1898,  re-bound  in 
two  volumes,  polished  calf,  with  all  the  wrappers, 
£2  5s.  In  America,  as  usual,  the  prices  are  higher. 
At  Anderson's,  New  York,  December,  1908,  the 
parts  in  a  slip  case  brought  $22  ;  March,  1909,  in 
a  cloth  slip  case,  $16  ;  December,  1909,  in  two  full 
levant  slip  cases,  a  few  backs  repaired,  $28 ; 
December,  1911,  in  two  Zaehnsdorf  slip  cases,  $25  ; 
at  Freeman's,  Philadelphia,  February,  1911,  in  a 
levant  solander  case,  $26.  A  London  dealer, 
in  1911,  offered  a  set  for  two  guineas.  From  £2 
to  £4  is  a  good  range,  without  protecting  cases. 
Re-bound  copies  about  £2  10<s.  to  £3.  The  cloth 
bound  two-volume  edition  from  305.  to  £2. 
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THE    MYSTERY    OF    EDWIN    DROOD 

Dickens  began  writing  his  last  and  unfinished 
story  in  August,  1869.  It  was  his  purpose  to  have 
much  of  the  novel  written  before  the  publication 
began.  He  found  writing  to  be  hard  work,  though 
there  are  few  of  his  stories  which  are  better  in 
composition.  The  price  to  be  paid  was  £7,500 
for  an  edition  of  25,000,  and  he  got  £1,000  for 
advance  proofs  from  an  American  publisher.  The 
plot  of  the  story  was  never  disclosed,  and  the 
nearest  approach  to  any  sort  of  a  conclusion  is 
the  pictorial  designs  on  the  wrapper.  This  has 
led  to  the  publication  of  an  endless  number  of 
solutions,  so  called,  and  the  real  ending  of  the  novel 
has  not  yet  been  agreed  upon.  After  Dickens  had 
written  six  parts,  one-half  of  which  having  been 
published,  he  died  on  June  9,  1870. 

Of  the  first  number,  50,000  were  sold,  a  good 
approach  to  his  earliest  triumphs.  It  was  the 
last  of  the  series  of  green  and  blue  wrappers  which 
had  delighted  an  army  of  admirers  for  34  years. 

The  cover  design  was  by  Charles  A.  Collins,  a 
brother  of  Wilkie  Collins,  and  the  husband  of 
Kate  Dickens,  the  novelist's  daughter,  now  Mrs. 
Perugini.  The  illustrations  were  by  Luke  Fildes, 
now  Sir  Luke  Fildes,  R.A. 

Green  Wrapper. 
The  green  wrapper  consisted  of  a  woodcut  the 
wording    of    which    was :    The/Mystery /of /Edwin 
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Drood. /By /Charles  Dickens. /With  Illustrations. 
(This  lettering  was  a  part  of  the  design.)  On  the 
top  line  was  the  number,  month  of  issue  and  the 
price.  Below  the  woodcut,  London  :  Chapman  & 
Hall,  193,  Piccadilly.  On  the  next  line  in  blacker, 
though  smaller  type,  Advertisements  to  be  sent 
to  the  Publishers,  and  Adams  &  Francis,  59, 
Fleet  Street,  E.C.  Under  this  in  small  italics 
and  in  brackets.  The  right  of  Translation  is  re- 
served. The  first  number  was  dated  April,  1870, 
and  the  last  September  of  that  year.  Prices  were 
one  shilling  each  for  all  the  parts  excepting  the 
last,  which  had  a  slip  calling  for  eighteenpence 
pasted  over  the  regular  price  mark. 

The  title  page  read :  The  Mystery /of/Edwin 
Drood. /By /Charles  Dickens. /With  Twelve  Illus- 
trations by  S.  L.  Fildes./And  a  Portrait. /London  :/ 
Chapman  and  Hall,  193,  Piccadilly./1870./In 
brackets.  The  right  of  Translation  is  reserved. 

Collation.  Portrait  with  a  fac-simile  signature 
of  the  Author  and  the  date  1870  ;  also  an  imprint 
as  follows :  Engraved  by  J.  H.  Baker  from  a 
Photograph  taken  in  1868  by  Mason  &  Co.  Vig- 
nette title  page,  title  page,  reverse  London  :  Printed 
by  William  Clowes  and  Sons,  Stamford  Street/ 
and  Charing  Cross ;  one  unnumbered  page  of  the 
explanation  by  the  publishers,  consisting  of  eleven 
lines  and  dated  12th  August,  1870,  reverse  blank  ; 
three  pages  of  contents,  the  first  unnumbered, 
the  others  VI,  VII ;  one  unnumbered  page  of 
illustrations  ;  pp.  190  and  12  illustrations.  On  the 
last  page  the  imprint  as  on  reverse  of  the  title 
page,  and  two  pages  unnumbered  announcing  the 
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different   editions    of    Charles    Dickens's    Works, 
but  without  naming  any  publishers. 

There  was  also  a  volume  issued  bound  in  green 
cloth. 

Values. 

Good  copies  in  the  parts  are  not  difficult  to  obtain 
and  the  prices  are  moderate  in  consequence.  The 
range  should  be  from  £1  to  £2  without  protecting 
cases.  A  London  dealer  offered  a  *'  very  fine  copy," 
in  1911,  for  I85.  American  auction  prices  are 
rather  higher.  At  Anderson' s.  New  York,  Decem- 
ber, 1908,  in  a  cloth  slip  case  with  a  morocco  back, 
a  copy  was  sold  for  $13  ;  a  year  later,  a  pheno- 
menal price  of  $20  was  reached — the  copy  being 
enclosed  in  a  full  levant  solander  case  by  Riviere. 
At  Freeman's,  Philadelphia,  February,  1911,  a 
clean  copy  brought  $6,  and  a  copy  in  the  original 
cloth,  $2.  The  average  price  for  a  cloth  bound 
copy  should  be  about  one-half  that  of  the  parts. 
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Sunday  under  Three  Heads. 

Sketches  of  Young  Gentlemen. 

Sketches  of  Young  Couples. 

American  Notes. 

A  Christmas  Carol. 

The  Chimes. 

The  Cricket  on  the  Hearth. 

The  Battle  of  Life. 

The  Haunted  Man. 

Pictures  from  Italy. 

A  Child's  History  of  England. 

Hard  Times. 

The  Uncommercial  Traveller. 


PART  II 

THE    MINOR    BOOKS 

MANY  of  the  books  which  come  under  this 
division  are  of  great  bibliographic  interest. 
For  verification  of  this  statement,  it  is 
only  necessary  to  refer  the  collector  to  such  books 
as  "  Sunday  Under  Three  Heads,"  "  A  Christmas 
Carol,"  and  "The  Battle  of  Life."  All  three 
are  now  of  great  rarity,  the  two  issues  of  the  last 
named  book  being  almost  unprocurable. 
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SUNDAY    UNDER   THREE    HEADS 

Part  III  of  "  The  Library  of  Fiction  "  made  the 
first  announcement  of  the  coming  publication  of 
this  little  pamphlet.  Dickens  found  time  in  the 
midst  of  his  work  on  "  Pickwick  "  to  write  his  views 
on  the  freedom  of  the  Sabbath  for  the  poor  man 
and  give  them  form  in  a  printed  booklet.  The 
young  Author  was  far  in  advance  of  his  time. 
Fifteen  years  ago  the  National  Sunday  League 
(England),  issued  a  pamphlet,  the  basis  of  which 
was  largely  what  was  contained  in  "  Sunday  Under 
Three  Heads."  Dickens  never  favoured  a  re- 
printing of  the  tract,  insisting  that  it  had  served 
its  purpose  at  the  time.  However,  there  were  two 
fac-simile  reprints  made  which  are  likely  to  fool 
any  but  experts.  In  1884  Jarvis  &  Son  issued  the 
first  with  an  introduction  and  an  additional  grey 
wrapper.  This  edition  is  without  the  words 
"  Sunday  Under  Three  Heads  "  at  the  beginning 
of  chapter  III,  on  page  35.  In  the  other  reprint, 
by  Pearson,  of  Manchester,  on  page  7,  line  15, 
the  word  "  hair  "  is  spelled  "  air."  Some  copies 
of  the  first  issue  have  the  date  erased,  the  book- 
seller evidently  hoping  to  pass  them  off  as  new 
publications. 

The  original  pamphlet  was  issued  in  a  drab 
paper  wrapper  by  Chapman  &  Hall.  The  wrapper 
and  the  title  page  are  similar  in  having  three 
typical  heads  on  each,  and  though  the  wording  is 
almost  alike  the  type  on  the  cover  is  of  a  larger 
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size.  The  wrapper  reads :  Sunday /Under  Three 
Heads.  /  (Woodcut)  /As  it  is  ;  /  (Woodcut)  /  As  the 
Sabbath  Bills  Would  Make  it ;/( Woodcut) /As  it 
Might  be  Made. /With  Illustrations. /London  :  Chap- 
man &  Hall ;— 186,  Strand. /Price  Two  Shillings. 
The  title  page  is  similarly  worded  and  illustrated ; 
in  the  place  of  the  words  "  With  Illustrations  "  are 
the  words  "  By  Timothy  Sparks. "/The  imprint : 
London  : /Chapman  and  Hall,  186,  Strand. /1 836. 

There  were  no  advertisements  on  the  inside  of 
the  wrappers,  but  on  the  last  page  there  was  an 
announcement  that  there  was  now  publishing 
"  Pickwick  Papers  "  by  "  Boz."  In  addition  there 
were  critical  excerpts  from  the  Chronicle  and  JoM 
Bull^  praising  the  book.  Another  advertisement 
concerned  "  The  Library  of  Fiction,"  published 
monthly  for  one  shilling,  and  containing  56  pages 
with  2  illustrations. 

Collation.  Frontispiece,  title  page,  reverse 
blank  ;  three  pages  of  dedication  To  the  Right 
Reverend/The  Bishop  of  London,  the  first  page 
unnumbered,  the  others  IV  and  V,  signed  Timothy 
Sparks,  and  dated  June,  1836,  the  reverse  of  the 
last  page  is  blank ;  half-title,  reverse  blank ; 
pp.  49,  and  three  illustrations  by  Hablot  K.  Browne 
who  also  designed  the  heads  on  the  cover  and  title 
page.  Imprint  of  Bradbury  &  Evans,  Whitefriars, 
on  the  last  page. 

Values. 

*'  Sunday  Under  Three  Heads  "  is  one  of  the 
scarcest  of  the  minor  booklets.  It  was  first  issued 
with  the  edges  scraped,  though  there  are  some 
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copies  with  uncut  edges.  The  latter  are  exceedingly 
rare  and  fetch  the  highest  prices.  Dexter  in  1870 
fixed  the  price  of  the  latter  at  £15,  and  Johnson 
in  1885  had  a  price  from  £8  to  £10  on  supposably 
copies  with  tampered  edges.  A  fair  copy  sold  in 
December,  1896,  for  £6  15s. ;  at  Dowell's,  February, 
1898,  a  copy  brought  £8  ;  June,  1902,  in  a  morocco 
case,  £7  2s.  Qd. ;  April,  1904,  at  Sotheby's,  with  the 
wrappers,  in  a  morocco  case,  5  guineas.  At 
Anderson's,  New  York,  December,  1909,  described 
as  "  an  unusually  fine  copy,"  with  back  skilfully 
supplied,  in  a  R-iviere  case,  $59  ;  December,  1911, 
an  uncut  copy  said  to  be  fine,  in  a  Zaehnsdorf  slip 
case,  $77.50.  At  Freeman's,  Philadelphia,  Feb- 
ruary, 1911,  another  uncut  copy,  $85.  At  the 
present  state  of  the  market  prime  copies  may  be 
said  to  be  worth  from  £15  to  £20,  and  re-bound 
copies  with  the  wrappers  preserved  from  £8  to  £12. 
x4Ln  American  dealer  in  1912  paid  £10,  in  London, 
for  a  bound  copy.  xA.t  the  Hoe  sale,  April,  1911, 
a  copy  nicely  re-bound  was  sold  for  $45. 
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SKETCHES   OF  YOUNG  GENTLEMEN 

This  little  book,  like  the  one  preceding,  was 
written  without  the  Author's  name,  and  published 
in  1838.  Under  the  date  of  January  8  of  that  year 
he  wrote  in  a  fragmentary  diary  :  "I  began  the 
*  Sketches  of  Young  Gentlemen '  to-day.  One 
Hundred  and  twenty-five  pounds  for  such  a  little 
book,  without  my  name  to  it,  is  pretty  well.  This 
and  the  '  Sunday,'  by-the-bye,  are  the  only  two 
things  I  have  not  done  as  Boz."  The  writing  was 
done  as  a  protest  against  an  attack  on  the  fair  sex 
in  a  like  series  of  sketches  entitled  "  Sketches  of 
Young  Ladies,"  by  "  Quiz,"  issued  by  Chapman  & 
Hall  the  previous  year.  By  some  it  is  thought 
that  one  of  the  Mayhew  brothers  was  the  author, 
and  others  believed  the  writer  to  have  been  one 
E.  Caswell* 

Dickens's  booklet  was  issued  for  35.  in  duodecimo 
size,  bound  in  boards  with  a  blue  wrapper  by 
"  Phiz."  The  title  page  read  :  Sketches/of /Young 
Gentlemen. /Dedicated  To  The  Young  Ladies :/ 
With  Six  lUustrations.  /  By  /  "  Phiz."  /  London  :  / 
Chapman  and  Hall,  186,  Strand. /MDCCCXXXVIIL 

Collation.  Frontispiece,  title  page,  reverse 
London/Bradbury  and  Evans,  Printers, /White- 
friars  ;  unnumbered  page  of  contents,  reverse 
blank ;  dedication  four  pages,  the  first  unnumbered, 

♦  Owing  to  a  similarity  in  style  many  have  attributed  this  book  to 
Dickens.  For  this  reason  the  three  "  Sketches "  of  Young  Ladies, 
Young  Gentlemen,  and  Young  Couples  are  very  often  sold  in  a  set  to 
collectors. 

109 


CHARLES  DICKENS 

the  others,  VI,  VI  (a  typographical  error)  and  VIII, 
pp.  76.  There  are  four  unnumbered  pages  of 
advertisements,  the  first  page  of  which  announces 
the  pubHcation  complete  in  one  volume  of 
"Sketches  By  Boz "  (1839  edition);  also  the 
publication  of  the  same  book  in  twenty  monthly 
parts  at  one  shilling  each  (the  pink  wrapper  edition) 
Another  advertisement  calls  the  attention  to  the 
completion  of  "  Pickwick  Papers."  There  were 
no  advertisements  on  the  inside  covers,  but  on  the 
outside  cover  there  is  set  forth  the  publication  of 
the  sixth  edition  of  "  Sketches  of  Young  Ladies  '* 
by  "  Quiz."  The  plates  are  signed  "  Phiz,"  "  Phiz 
fecit "  and  "  Phiz  del."  All  have  the  publishers' 
imprint. 

Values. 

"  Sketches  of  Young  Gentlemen "  is  worth 
about  one- third  less  than  the  "  Quiz  "  booklet, 
although,  as  is  noted  above,  a  sixth  edition  of  the 
latter  was  announced.  A  fine  copy  of  Dickens's 
product  was  sold  at  Sotheby's,  in  February,  1897, 
for  five  guineas,  while  a  re-bound  copy  with  the 
covers  saved,  March,  1900,  brought  £2  105.  At 
Anderson's,  New  York,  December,  1909,  a  copy 
sold  for  $28  ;  two  years  later  a  copy  in  a  Zaehns- 
dorf  slip  case  went  for  $39  ;  at  Freeman's,  Phila- 
delphia, February,  1911,  a  "fine  copy"  brought 
$26.  The  "  Quiz  "  prices  are  as  follows  :  Ander- 
son's, December,  1909,  $20  in  a  full  solander  case. 
At  Freeman's,  February,  1911,  $22. 
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SKETCHES    OF   YOUNG    COUPLES 

A  second  collection  of  "  humerous  "  papers  by 
Dickens  was  published  under  the  above  title  in 
1840.  The  Author's  reward  for  the  work  was  £200. 
It  had  little  literary  value  and  was  never  reprinted 
in  its  original  form. 

The  title  page  reads :  Sketches/of /Young  Couples; 
/With  An/Urgent  Remonstrance  to  the  Gentlemen 
of  England/( Being  Bachelors  or  Widowers), /On 
The  Present  Alarming  Crisis. /By /The  Author  of 
"  Sketches  of  Young  Gentlemen. "/With  Six  Illus- 
trations/By/" Phiz. "/London  : /Chapman  and  Hall, 
186,  Strand./MDCCCXL. 

Collation.  Half-title,  reverse  is  the  frontis- 
piece ;  title  page,  reverse  London  : /Bradbury  and 
Evans,  Printers, /Whitefriars  ;  one  page  of  contents, 
unnumbered,  reverse  blank ;  seven  pages  "  An 
Earnest  Remonstrance,"  etc.  and  dedication,  first 
page  unnumbered,  then  follow  pp.  8,  9,  10,  11,  12 
and  one  unnumbered  page  beginning  the  book, 
up  to  pp.  92,  and  six  etchings.  Imprint  on  final 
page.  There  are  four  pages  of  advertisements,  all 
without  numbers  except  page  2.  The  first  page 
contains  a  well-written  advertisement,  surely  the 
composition  of  Dickens  which  is  worthy  of  re- 
production. It  reads :  New  Works  by  "  Boz."/ 
in  Weekly  numbers,  now  wound  up  and  going, 
preparatory  to  its  striking,  on  Saturday,  the  28th 
March,  Master  Humphrey's  Clock,  Maker's  Name — 
"  Boz."     The    Figures    and    Hands    by    George 
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Cattermole,  Esq.,  and  *'  Phiz."  The  issue  in 
monthly  parts  is  also  announced.  Another  ad- 
vertisement offers  a  Portrait  of  Mr.  Dickens  by 
Finden  after  Maclise  (frontispiece  to  Nicholas 
Nickleby)  for  one  and  two  shillings.  The  inside 
covers  carry  no  advertisements,  but  on  the  outside 
wrapper  there  is  announced  the  publication  of  the 
8th  edition  of  "  Sketches  of  Young  Ladies,"  by 
"  Quiz,"  and  the  5th  edition  of  "  Sketches  of  Young 
Gentlemen,"  and  other  books.  The  binding  of  the 
booklet  was  in  boards  with  a  blue  wrapper,  the 
front  of  which  bears  a  design  by  "  Phiz  "  of  the 
title,  publishers'  name  and  the  price,  three  shillings. 
Only  two  of  the  plates  are  signed  by  "  Phiz," 
namely,  "The  Nice  Little  Couple,"  and  "The 
Old  Couple,"  all  the  etchings  have  the  publishers' 
imprint,  but  no  date. 

Values. 
The  undoubted  scarcity  of  these  "  Sketches  " 
would  indicate  that  the  sales  were  very  small.  At 
the  present  time  a  good  copy  in  the  original  boards 
is  worth  at  least  £7  and  perhaps  a  little  more. 
As  far  back  as  1897,  Sotheby  sold  such  a  copy  for 
£5  7s.  6d.  At  Anderson's,  New  York,  December, 
1909,  a  copy  in  a  solander  case  sold  for  $27.50, 
and  a  year  thereafter  the  same  house  sold  a  copy 
in  a  Zaehnsdorf  slip  case  for  $41.  At  Freeman's, 
Philadelphia,  in  February,  1911,  without  a  pro- 
tecting case,  a  copy  brought  only  $23.  At  the 
Hoe  sale,  April,  1911,  re-bound  in  calf  by  Riviere, 
uncut  and  with  the  wrappers  preserved,  brought 
$25.  Re-bound  copies  are  usually  worth  less  than 
one-half  of  the  price  in  original  picture  boards. 
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AMERICAN    NOTES 

Not  one  of  Dickens's  books  was  the  subject  of 
so  much  adverse  criticism  as  the  book  he  wrote 
after  his  first  return  from  America  in  1842.  He 
wrote  a  chapter  which  he  intended  for  the  intro- 
duction to  the  book,  which  may  have  softened  the 
American  attitude,  had  it  been  printed.  But  a 
week  before  the  "  Notes  "  appeared  it  was  decided 
to  eUminate  it.  That  is  why  all  first  issues  of  the 
first  edition  carry  a  test  which  is  infallible.  In 
Vol.  I  the  first  pagination  is  page  XVI,  that  being 
the  last  page  of  the  "  Contents  to  Volume  I." 
Forster,  in  the  "  Life,"  prints  the  cancelled  chapter 
in  full  under  the  heading  :  "  Introductory,  and 
necessary  to  be  Read."  Before  the  suppression 
was  agreed  upon  the  sheets  were  partly  printed 
and  the  pagination  was  not  altered.  Later  and 
before  the  first  edition  was  exhausted,  the  revised 
pagination  was  made.  Many  recent  auction  cata- 
logues fall  into  the  curious  error  in  description  by 
stating  that  the  chapter  in  question  had  been 
transferred  from  the  first  to  the  second  volume. 
The  book  was  issued  October  18.  One  week  after 
this  date  the  sales  had  reached  3,000  copies.  Four 
editions  followed  before  the  end  of  the  year. 
Dickens's  share  of  the  first  edition  was  £1,000. 

The  book  was  published  in  two  volumes  bound  in 
brown  cloth.  On  the  back  was  the  title  American/ 
Notes/By/Chas.  Dickens./Vol.  I  (II).  The  title 
page :    American  Notes/For/General  Circulation./ 
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By  Charles  Dickens./In  Two  Volumes./Vol.  I  (II). 
/London :  /  Chapman  and  Hall,  186,  Strand./ 
MDCCCXLII. 

Collation.  Vol.  I.  Blank  page,  on  reverse  of 
which  advertisement  by  Chapman  and  Hall, 
Strand,  announcing  a  "  New  Work  by  Mr.  Charles 
Dickens,"  a  new  tale  of  English  Life  and  Manners, 
by  "  Boz "  (Martin  Chuzzlewit)  ;  half  title ; 
title  page,  on  reverse,  London : /Bradbury  and 
Evans,  Printers,  Whitefriars ;  dedication,  one 
page,  reverse  blank  ;  contents  two  pages,  of  which 
the  second  one  has  the  pagination  XVI ;  one 
unnumbered  page,  GOING  AWAY,/AND  THE 
PASSAGE  OUT.  pp.  308 ;  on  last  page  an  imprint 
of  Bradbury  and  Evans. 

Vol.  II.  Half-title,  reverse  blank  ;  title  page, 
imprint  on  reverse  as  in  Vol.  I ;  contents,  three 
pages  fourth  page  blank,  (second  and  third  pages 
numbered  VI  and  VII) ;  unnumbered  page,  TO 
RICHMOND  AND  HARRISBURG,  reverse  bank ; 
pp.  306,  with  imprint  on  last  page.  There  should  also 
be  six  pages  unnumbered  and  undated  of  advertise- 
ments of  "  Works  Published  by  Messrs.  Chapman 
and  Hall."  These  include  all  the  printed  books 
of  Dickens,  as  well  as  the  announcements  of  second 
editions  of  the  books  of  Thomas  Carlyle  then 
published,  and  educational  and  scientific  works. 

The  price  was  one  guinea. 

Values. 

The  earliest  issues  are  fairly  numerous  and  the 
price  rather  ordinary.  Dexter,  in  1870,  fixes  the 
value  at  50s.     Johnson  at  £2  to  £2  10s.  fifteen  years 
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later.  A  bound  copy  in  full  levant,  sold  by  Christie 
in  June,  1898,  brought  £2  125.  6d,  In  January, 
1903,  Sotheby  sold  a  copy  in  a  morocco  case  for 
only  £1  45.  American  prices  are  somewhat  higher. 
At  Anderson's,  New  York,  December,  1908,  des- 
cribed as  a  "  fine  bright  copy,  uncut  and  unopened," 
$16  ;  March,  1909,  same  price  ;  full  bound  copy, 
by  Riviere,  December,  1909,  $12.  Dealers'  prices 
range  from  $12  to  $17,  according  to  condition. 
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A    CHRISTMAS    CAROL 

Dickens's  prettiest  book  in  addition  to  its  great 
literary  value  has  just  enough  bibliographical  twists 
to  make  it  highly  interesting  to  the  collector.  The 
pursuit  of  clean  copies  in  the  earliest  state  is  one, 
which,  by  reason  of  its  sternness,  will  put  the  best 
of  the  book  hunters  on  his  mettle.  When  the 
chase  ends  successfully  the  collector  will  know 
that  he  possesses  a  gem  of  many  typographical 
excellencies.  It  is  an  appealing  and  a  beautiful 
little  book. 

Knowing  that  he  had  written  something  of 
extraordinary  merit,  Dickens  began  to  plan  a 
suitable  presentation  of  his  effort.  For  the  first 
time,  and,  incidentally  the  last,  he  went  in  for 
colour,  not  only  for  the  title  page  but  also  the 
important  etchings.  The  result  was  an  artistic 
success  but  a  financial  disappointment  to  the 
Author.  The  greatest  Christmas  book  ever  written 
in  any  language  delighted  many  thousand  readers 
but  contributed  to  the  unhappiness  of  the  man 
who  wrote  it.  The  cost  of  production  had  been 
too  extravagant  for  a  55.  book. 

It  was  issued  a  few  days  before  Christmas,  1843, 
and  6,000  copies  were  disposed  of  on  the  first  day. 
Up  to  January  3,  1844,  two  of  the  three  thousand 
copies  of  the  second  and  third  editions  were  sold. 
Altogether  twenty-four  editions  were  issued  in  the 
original  form,  the  only  change  being  in  the  sub- 
stitution of  crimson  for  brown  cloth  in  the  binding. 
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WITH     ILLUSTRATIONS     BY    JOHN    LCCCH. 


LONDON 
CHAPMAN    «c    HALL,    186,    STRAND 

MDCrCXLill. 


The  coloured  title  page  of  the  real  first  issue 

of  the  first  edition  of  "  A  Christmas  Carol." 

Worth  about  £U. 
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It  was  the  expectation  of  the  Author  to  clear  £1,000 
and  the  actual  profits  were  only  £726.  The  breach 
between  him  and  Chapman  and  Hall  became 
wider. 

Experimenting  in  coloured  title  pages  for  the 
book  was  effectual  in  producing  three  different 
issues.  That  in  red  and  blue  with  the  date  1843, 
the  one  in  red  and  green  with  the  date  1844,  and  a 
few  copies  are  said  to  exist  with  the  red  and  blue 
colours  and  the  later  date.  Variations  in  end  papers 
also  were  tried,  with  the  result  of  the  well-known 
green  colour  and  another  having  the  cream  end 
papers.  All  must  be  considered  first  issues  of  the 
first  edition  when  "  Stave  I  "  instead  of  *'  Stave 
One  "  appears  in  the  book.  These  variants  have 
caused  no  little  confusion  among  collectors.  The 
second  issue  of  the  first  edition  is  the  one  which 
has  the  alteration  in  the  "  Stave  I "  chapter 
heading.  It  also  bears  the  date  1843,  and  doubtless 
the  correction  was  made  while  the  first  edition 
was  being  printed.  Among  the  experts  it  is 
agreed  that  the  real  first  issue  is  the  red  and  blue 
title  page  and  the  green  end  papers  with  the  error 
mentioned.  While  this  issue  was  on  the  press 
it  is  believed  that  Dickens  ordered  the  printing  of 
a  number  of  copies  in  the  other  colours  and  finally 
decided  to  return  to  the  format  of  the  earliest  issue. 
When  the  first  edition  had  been  exhausted  the 
colour  of  the  cover  was  changed  from  brown  to  a 
crimson  cloth,  the  gilt  designs  being  retained. 
On  some  of  the  subsequent  impressions  the  name 
of  Bradbury  &  Evans  appears,  owing  to  a  change 
in  publishers. 
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Charles  Plumptre  Johnson,  in  his  "  Hints  to 
Collectors  "  (London,  1885)  contributes  this  on  the 
question  of  the  authenticity  of  issues :  "I  am 
convinced  that  the  red  and  blue  copies  are  genuine 
first  editions,  because  I  have  in  my  possession  a 
red  and  blue  copy  absolutely  uncut,  having 
*  Stave  I '  on  page  1,  and  being,  I  believe,  the  very 
first  copy  printed  and  sent  to  the  binder  for  his 
guidance." 

The  green  and  red  issue  with  the  green  end  papers 
and  the  error,  is  by  far  the  most  costly  of  all  the 
issues,  because  of  its  great  scarcity.  A  London 
book  firm  in  October,  1912,  wrote  in  a  letter  that 
a  copy  bought  by  them  cost  £32.  The  "  points  " 
of  the  genuine  first  issue  may  be  assembled  as 
follows : 

(1)  Blue  and  red  title  page. 

(2)  The  date  must  be  1843. 

(3)  The  end  papers  should  be  green. 

(4)  Stave  I  and  not  Stave  One. 

Dickens  wrote  the  book  while  he  was  living  at 
1,  Devonshire  Terrace,  York  Gate,  Regent's  Park. 
In  book  form  it  appeared  as  a  foolscap  octavo, 
with  gilt  edges  and  bound  in  brown  cloth.  The 
title  and  the  Author's  name  was  stamped  on  the 
back  and  it  also  appeared  on  the  front  of  the  cover 
in  gilt  encircled  by  a  wreath  of  holly  leaves.  The 
title  page  reads  :  A  Christmas  Carol. /In  Prose./ 
Being/ A  Ghost  Story  of  Christmas. /By /Charles 
Dickens. /With  Illustrations  By  John  Leech. /(A 
design)  London : /Chapman  &  Hall,  186,  Strand./ 
MDCCCXLIII.     The    entire    title    excepting    the 
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WITH    ILLUSTRATIONS    BY    JOHN    LEECH. 


LO  N  DON  r 

CHAPMAN   &  HALL,   186,   STRAND 
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Coloured  title  page  of  "A  Christmas  Carol.*" 

Another  issue  which  is  the  scarcest,  valued  at 

about  £20. 
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date  was  inside  a  wave-rule  border  with  four  fancy 
comers. 

Collation.  Half-title,  giving  the  full  name  of 
the  book  printed  in  blue  ;  the  reverse  is  blank  ; 
frontispiece  in  colour,  "  Mr.  Fezzi wig's  Ball "  ; 
title  page,  reverse  of  which,  London : /Bradbury 
and  Evans,  Printers,  Whitefriars  ;  also  printed  in 
blue ;  one  unnumbered  page  of  Preface,  signed 
C.  D.  and  dated  December,  1843,  reverse  is  blank  ; 
one  unnumbered  page  of  Contents,  reverse  also 
blank ;  pp.  166,  with  the  final  imprint  identical 
with  that  on  reverse  of  the  title  page.  There  are 
also  two  unnumbered  pages  of  advertisements  of 
Works  of  Mr.  Charles  Dickens.  The  book  contains 
four  coloured  etchings  and  four  wood-cuts  by  John 
Leech.  The  first  two  carry  the  artist's  name  in 
full,  the  third  is  signed  J.  Leech  and  the  last  one 
is  without  a  signature.  All  bear  the  imprint  of 
London :  Chapman  &  Hall,  186,  Strand.  The 
woodcut  on  page  37  has  no  signature,  but  the 
artist's  well-known  cipher  of  the  bottle  with  a 
leech  in  it ;  that  on  page  73  is  unsigned,  and  the 
other  two,  pages  119  and  164,  respectively,  are 
signed  J.  Leech. 

Values. 

"  A  Christmas  Carol  "  achieved  wonderful  popu- 
larity at  once  and  each  little  volume  was  eagerly 
read  and  re-read  many  times.  Crisp  and  unsoiled 
copies  in  the  original  state  as  a  consequence 
are  rather  difficult  of  acquirement.  The  binding 
was  rather  frail  and  the  leaves  became  shaky 
and   sometimes    loose.     These    conditions   forced 
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re-binding  and  that  explains  the  presence  of  many 
such  copies  in  the  market.  Another  habit  prevailed 
for  many  years  which  consisted  in  re-binding 
uniformly  all  the  Christmas  Books,  and  this  again 
was  fatal  to  numberless  "  Carols  "  in  the  earliest 
form. 

It  has  been  noted  that  the  green  and  red  issues 
are  excessively  scarce  and  that  the  price  is  very 
high.  Auction  rooms  present  very  few  records  of 
sales.  The  blue  and  red  issues  come  up  fairly 
regular,  however,  and  prices  have  increased  very 
rapidly.  At  the  present  period  dealers  have 
demanded  from  £6  to  £12,  the  fluctuations  in  price 
being  predicated  on  condition.  Dexter,  in  1870, 
stated  that  fine  copies  were  worth  £5  and  that 
even  dirty  ones  were  worth  £2  at  that  time. 
Johnson,  in  1885,  fixed  the  price  at  £4  to  £6. 
Fifteen  years  later  Kitton  in  his  "  Minor  Writings 
of  Charles  Dickens  "  still  adhered  to  the  prices 
last  quoted.  At  Sotheby's,  May,  1903,  a  copy  sold 
for  £4  18-5.  and  two  months  later  the  price  went 
down  to  £4  lis.  Later  American  auctions  show 
a  great  growth  in  values.  At  Freeman's,  Phila- 
delphia, Februar}^,  1911,  a  "  fine  copy  "  was  sold 
for  $46  ;  another  copy,  designated  as  "  perfect  " 
at  the  same  sale  went  for  $41  ;  at  Anderson's, 
New  York,  December,  1911,  a  copy  in  a  Zaehnsdorf 
slip  case,  brought  $42.50  ;  at  the  Hoe  sale,  An- 
derson's, April,  1911,  the  sum  of  $45  was  realised. 
The  prices  quoted  here  are  for  the  book  in  the 
original  state. 
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THE    CHIMES 

Dickens  worked  hard  on  his  second  Christmas 
Book  to  make  it  a  worthy  successor  to  the  "  Carol.'* 
He  beUeved  he  had  "  written  a  tremendous  book, 
and  knocked  the  '  Carol '  out  of  the  field.  It  will 
make  a  great  uproar,  I  have  no  doubt."  This  was 
in  a  letter  to  Thomas  Mitton.  Though  it  failed  to 
excel  the  "  Carol "  from  a  literary  point  of  view, 
in  a  commercial  sense  it  was  a  greater  success. 
The  profits  on  the  sale  of  the  first  25,000  copies 
was  nearly  £1,500. 

It  was  written  in  Genoa,  Italy,  and  the  Author 
for  the  first  time  suffered  from  the  lack  of  local 
atmosphere,  as  he  did  later  when  he  was  writing 
"  Dombey  and  Son."  He  missed  the  plunge  into 
the  streets  of  London,  so  he  said.  In  its  general 
design  it  was  to  be  a  story  "  with  a  purpose."  An 
attack  was  made  on  selfishness,  cowardice  and 
cant.  The  prototype  of  Alderman  Cute  was 
Sir  Peter  Laurie,  an  alderman  of  the  City  of  Lon- 
don, who  was  determined  to  "  put  down  "  every- 
thing in  sight,  including  suicide.  In  a  spirit  of 
retaliation,  he  afterwards  made  an  assault  on 
Dickens's  description  of  Jacobs'  Island  in  "  Oliver 
Twist."  Later  Dickens  returned  to  the  charge 
when,  in  a  long  Preface  to  the  first  cheap  edition 
of  that  novel,  he  showed  that  his  critic  was  un- 
worthy of  serious  consideration. 

The  reading  of  "  The  Chimes  "  before  a  select 
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party  of  the  Author's  distinguished  friends  inspired 
the  well-known  picture  by  Maclise,  who  was  also 
present.  It  took  place  at  Forster's  house,  at  58, 
Lincoln's  Inn  Fields,  and  according  to  the  host  of 
the  occasion,  it  occurred  on  Monday,  December  2, 
1844.  In  this  the  Biography  was  in  error.  A 
collection  of  autograph  letters  written  by  John 
Forster  to  W.  J.  Fox,  one  of  the  invited  guests, 
came  into  possession  of  Maggs  Bros,  of  London, 
in  1912.  One  of  these  is  dated  Monday,  December 
2nd,  and  the  envelope  is  postmarked  Holborn, 
W.C.  December  2nd,  1844.  In  this  letter  the 
opening  sentence  says  :  "I  hope  you  will  be  well 
enough  to  come  out  to-morrow  evening.  Dickens 
proposes  to  read  us  his  little  story,"  etc.  It  will 
be  seen  that  Forster  and  Maclise  made  a  mistake 
of  one  day  in  the  date  of  this  famous  reading. 

In  the  illustrations  Dickens  abandoned  colour, 
and  instead  of  confining  himself  to  one  artist 
he  divided  the  work  between  the  four  leading 
illustrators  of  the  day.  A  vignette  title  page  on 
steel  was  an  additional  feature.  The  physical  side 
of  the  little  book  was  very  attractive  and  the  general 
form  was  continued  in  all  the  Christmas  Books 
which  followed.  It  was  the  usual  foolscap  octavo 
bound  in  a  bright  crimson  with  the  gilt  stamps  on 
the  side  and  back  and  all  the  edges  gilt.  To  the 
present  day  the  vividness  of  the  colour  scheme  is 
unimpaired  in  fine  copies.  The  title  page  read : 
The  Chimes  :/A  Goblin  Story /of/Some  BeUs  That 
Rang  An  Old  Year  Out /and  A  New  Year  In. /By 
Charles  Dickens. /London  : /Chapman  and  Hall, 
186,  Strand./MDCCCXLV. 
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Collation.  One  unnumbered  page  advertising 
A  Christmas  Carol,  tenth  edition,  the  reverse  page 
is  blank  ;  half  title,  reverse  blank  ;  frontispiece  ; 
vignette  title  page,  reverse  of  which  is  blank ; 
title  page,  on  the  reverse  London : /Bradbury  and 
Evans,  Printers,  Whitefriars ;  one  unnumbered 
page  of  Illustrations,  reverse  blank ;  pp.  175 ; 
on  reverse  of  final  page  same  imprint  as  above. 
There  are  altogether  13  illustrations,  including  the 
frontispiece  and  vignette  title  page,  which  were 
done  by  Daniel  Maclise.  Of  the  others,  which 
were  woodcuts  in  the  text  and  chapter  headings, 
the  division  was  as  follows :  John  Leech,  five  ; 
Clarkson  Stanfield,  two ;  Richard  Doyle,  four. 
The  chapter  headings  are  unsigned,  though  most 
of  the  cuts  have  the  names  of  the  artists. 

The  first  issue  of  the  first  edition  makes  the  name 
of  the  publishers  a  part  of  the  engraved  vignette 
title  page  ;  in  subsequent  issues  the  name  becomes 
an  imprint  below  the  plate. 

Values. 

Fine  copies  of  the  first  issue  are  becoming  very 
hard  to  find  and  their  value  may  be  fixed  at  about 
£2  105.  to  £3  from  dealers.  From  those  prices 
there  are  shadings  down  to  £1,  depending  on 
condition.  The  second  issue  is  worth  about  one- 
half  as  much  as  the  first.  At  Sotheby's,  May,  1903, 
a  copy  sold  for  £1.  At  Anderson's,  New  York, 
December,  1908,  there  was  realised  $13 ;  December, 
1911,  in  a  Zaehnsdorf  slip  case,  $16  ;  at  Freeman's, 
Philadelphia,  February,  1911,  $10;  at  the  Hoe  sale, 
April,  1911,  a  thirteenth  edition  re-bound  by  Riviere 
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brought  $2.50.  A  London  dealer  in  1912  for  a 
*'  fine  clean  copy "  asks  £2  125.  Qd.  With  the 
exceptions  noted,  all  the  above  copies  are  in  the 
original  state. 
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THE  CRICKET  ON  THE  HEARTH 

Late  in  1845  Dickens  began  the  writing  of  his 
third  Christmas  Book,  the  title  of  which  grew  out 
of  an  idea  to  begin  the  pubHcation  of  a  weekly 
periodical  which  was  to  be  called  "  The  Cricket," 
with  an  added  motto,  "  A  cheerful  creature  that 
chirrups  on  the  Hearth."  The  proposition  was 
abandoned  in  favour  of  a  more  important  venture, 
which  resulted  in  the  founding  of  The  Daily  News. 
Afterwards  the  idea  of  the  periodical  found  fruition 
in  the  launching  of  Household  Words.  From  his 
letters  it  is  plain  that  the  composition  of  the  little 
book  was  a  matter  of  difficulty  and  hardships, 
due  no  doubt  to  the  worry  attending  the  prepara- 
tions for  daily  newspaper  work. 

The  book  was  immensely  popular,  doubling  in 
circulation  both  of  its  predecessors.  In  1847, 
its  publishers  were  announcing  the  twenty-second 
edition  of  "  The  Cricket,"  at  the  same  time  they 
were  issuing  the  tenth  edition  of  "  The  Carol,"  and 
the  twelfth  of  "  The  Chimes."  It  is  said  to  rank 
second  in  importance  as  a  Christmas  Book. 

In  general  form  it  was  like  the  others  of  the 
series.  It  was  bound  in  crimson  cloth  with  the 
gilt  stamps  and  gilt  edges  and  was  foolscap  octavo 
in  size.  The  title  page  was  worded  as  follows  : 
The/CricketOnTheHearth./A/Fairy  Tale  Of  Home. 
/By/Charles  Dickens. /London  .-/Printed  and  Pub- 
lished For  The  Author, /By  Bradbury  and  Evans, 
90,  Fleet  Street,/And  Whitefriars./MDCCCXLVI. 

Collation.     Half-title,    reverse    of    which     is 

125 


CHARLES  DICKENS 

blank  ;  frontispiece  and  a  vignette  title  page,  both 
steel  engraved  by  Maclise ;  the  reverse  of  the 
vignette  title  page  is  blank  ;  title  page,  reverse 
London  : /Bradbury  and  Evans,  Printers,  White- 
friars  ;  one  unnumbered  page  of  dedication  to 
Lord  Jeffrey,  signed  by  The  Author  and  dated 
December,  1845  ;  reverse  is  blank  ;  one  unnum- 
bered page  of  illustrations,  reverse  blank  ;  pp.  174 
with  the  same  imprint  as  on  the  reverse  of  the 
title  page.  There  were  two  unnumbered  pages  of 
advertisements,  the  first  one  announcing  a  new 
edition  of  Oliver  Twist  (the  first  octavo  edition, 
1846)  ;  and  the  second  page  calling  attention  to 
Mr.  Dickens's  Works,  and  giving  a  list  of  them. 
Fourteen  illustrations  adorned  the  book,  this 
number  including  the  frontispiece  and  engraved 
title.  The  others  were  divided  among  the  artists 
as  follows :  John  Leech,  seven ;  Richard  Doyle, 
three  ;  and  Edwin  Landseer  and  Clarkson  Stanfield 
one  each.  The  chapter  headings  are  not  signed  ; 
Leech  used  his  cipher  and  also  his  signature  J.  Leech, 
while  Landseer  used  only  initials  on  his  woodcut. 

The  collector  need  look  for  no  "  points "  for 
there  are  none. 

Values. 

This  little  book  is  rather  common  and  good 
copies  may  be  obtained  for  prices  ranging  from  lOs. 
to  25s.  Recent  auction  sales  in  America  show  some- 
what higher  figures.  At  Anderson's,  New  York, 
December,  1908,  $6 ;  on  December,  1911,  in  a 
Zaehnsdorf  slip  case,  $12  ;  at  Freeman's,  Philadel- 
phia, February,  1911,  $10;  at  the  Hoe  sale,  April, 
1911,  a  copy  re-bound  by  Riviere  went  for  $12.50. 
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THE    BATTLE    OF    LIFE 

Dickens  had  become  a  victim  to  over-work  and 
had  gone  to  Switzerland  to  repair  physical  and 
mental  waste.  He  began  writing  "  Dombey  and 
Son,"  and  while  in  the  midst  of  that  serial  he  tried 
to  write  his  fourth  Christmas  Book.  It  was  his 
intention  to  start  early  in  1846,  but  when  he  reached 
Geneva  he  became  seriously  indisposed.  At  one 
time  he  was  considering  the  cancellation  of  "  The 
Battle  "  and  devoting  himself  to  the  more  am- 
bitious story.  Pulling  himself  together  after  a 
great  effort,  he  finished  the  manuscript  on  November 
15.  It  was  published  on  December  19,  and 
twenty-three  thousand  copies  were  sold  in  the  first 
twenty-four  hours.  Despite  this  it  was  the  least 
successful  of  the  Books.  As  a  literary  production 
it  was  also  far  from  the  mark  he  had  set  by  his 
previous  writings. 

Continuing  to  adhere  to  uniformity  in  appearance, 
"  The  Battle  "  was  bound  in  the  usual  crimson 
cloth  with  the  gold  stamps  (done  in  this  case  by 
Maclise),  the  gilt  edges  and  the  foolscap  octavo 
size.  The  title  page  read :  The/Battle  of  Life./ 
A  Love  Story.  /  By  /  Charles  Dickens.  /  London  :/ 
Bradbury  &  Evans,  Whitefriars./MDCCCXLVI. 

Collation.  Half-title,  reverse  blank  ;  frontis- 
piece, and  a  vignette  title  page,  both  done  on  steel 
by  Maclise  ;  title  page,  reverse  of  which  London  :/ 
Bradbury  and  Evans,  Printers,  Whitefriars ;  one 
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unnumbered  page  of  dedication  "  To  My  English 
Friends  in  Switzerland,"  reverse  blank ;  one 
unnumbered  page  of  illustrations,  blank  on  the 
reverse  ;  one  unnumbered  page  giving  title  of  book 
and  Part  the  First ;  reverse  blank ;  pp.  175  ; 
reverse  of  last  page  the  imprint  as  on  the  title  page. 
Then  two  unnumbered  pages  announcing  on  the 
first  page  the  publication  in  parts  of  Dombey  and 
Son,  and  also  the  bound  volume  of  Oliver  Twist 
(first  octavo  edition,  1846).  On  the  last  page 
Mr.  Dickens's  Works.  The  book  had  thirteen 
illustrations,  including  the  frontispiece  and  vignette 
title  page.  The  woodcuts  were  distributed  so  that 
Clarkson  Stanfield,  John  Leech  and  Richard  Doyle 
had  three  each  and  Maclise  two.  Doyle  signed 
his  cuts  with  initials  ;  Leech  signed  only  one  ; 
Stanfield  none  and  Maclise  put  his  name  to  the 
last  one  in  the  book. 

To  the  collector  "  The  Battle  of  Life  "  is  a  most 
interesting  book  on  account  of  the  unusual  number 
of  variants  in  the  first  and  only  edition.  These 
are  found  in  the  vignette  title  pages. 

Heretofore  bibliographers  have  dealt  with  only 
three  of  these  issues,  but  in  the  future  a  fourth 
will  have  to  be  recognised.  The  addition  to  the 
three  previously  known  has  the  supreme  merit 
of  being  the  genuine  first  issue.  Three  copies  are 
known  to  exist,  one  owned  by  William  B.  Osgood 
Field,  a  collector  and  a  member  of  the  Grolier  Club 
of  New  York ;  the  second  possessed  by  C.  E. 
Lauriat,  of  Boston,  and  the  third  bought  at  an 
American  auction  for  a  London  bookseller.  It  is 
due  to  Mr.  Field's  courtesy  and  generosity  that  a 
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fac-simile  of  this  important  title  page  is  made  a  part 
of  this  Bibliography.  In  connection  with  the 
other  variants  there  is  shown  the  changes  as  they 
were  successively  made. 

It  had  been  known  to  the  present  writer  from 
information  gathered  in  London,  in  1912,  that 
there  was  an  earlier  issue  than  those  hitherto  known, 
and  also  that  the  copies  of  this  issue  were  in 
America.  The  pursuit  of  these  little  books  seemed 
hopeless,  and  it  was  sheer  good  luck  when  one  was 
found  in  the  Grolier  Club  exhibition  of  the  early 
works  of  Charles  Dickens,  held  in  New  York  from 
January  28  to  March  8,  1913. 

The  catalogue  issued  by  this  famous  association 
of  rare-book  lovers,  thus  tells  of  the  copy : 

"  The  present  issue,  hitherto  apparently  un- 
described  by  bibliographers,  contains  the  words, 
*  A  LOVE  STORY '  (in  type)  printed  below  the 
illustration."  The  imprint  is  identical  with  that 
issue  heretofore  considered  the  first.  Subsequent 
treatment  of  the  imprint  and  the  inartistic  relation 
borne  by  a  type  insertion  to  a  steel  engraving, 
makes  it  clear  that  this  newly  discovered  issue 
was  the  first,  and  that  very  few  copies  were 
printed  before  the  Author  made  a  change. 

In  the  first  alteration  a  frame  for  the  sub -title 
*'  A  Love  Story "  consisted  of  a  simple  scroll 
which  was  made  a  part  of  the  plate.  There  was 
no  change  in  the  imprint.  The  second  correction 
was  to  make  the  simple  scroll  more  elaborate  in 
that  the  words  "  A  Love  Story  "  were  borne  by  a 
nude  cupid  ;  also  the  date  "  1846  "  was  eliminated, 
and  the  imprint  reduced  from  three  lines  to  one 
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line.     In  the  next  and  last  issue  the  only  change 
made  was  the  omission  of  the  entire  imprint. 

Values.* 

These  variations  have  all  to  do  with  the  prices 
of  the  three  issues.  Book  dealers  are  now  offering 
from  £10  to  £15  for  the  first  issue,  which  has  grown 
very  scarce  ;  the  second  is  practically  unobtainable 
and  is  worth  anything  from  £25,  while  the  third  is 
very  common  and  may  be  had  for  a  guinea  or  even 
less.  At  Sotheby's,  December,  1896,  the  first 
issue  sold  for  £2  45.  ;  June,  1897,  second  issue, 
£4  8s.  ;  May,  1903,  second  issue,  £3  Is.  At 
Anderson's,  New  York,  December,  1908,  third 
issue,  $7  ;  March,  1909,  third  issue,  $10  ;  Decem- 
ber, 1911,  catalogued  as  a  first  issue,  brought  the 
extraordinary  price  of  $69,  which  leads  to  the 
suspicion  that  it  must  have  been  a  second  issue. 
At  Freeman's,  Philadelphia,  February,  1911,  des- 
cribed as  a  first  issue,  a  copy  was  sold  for  $30. 

A  London  dealer  in  1911  offered  what  was  called 
a  "  special "  copy  for  five  guineas.  It  had  the 
frontispiece  and  engraved  title  page  printed  on 
India  paper  and  was  called  a  first  edition  (ordinary 
issue)  which  doubtlessly  meant  a  third  issue. 


*  In  order  to  avoid  confusion  it  was  thought  best  to  adhere  to  the 
designation  of  issues  as  they  were  known  before  the  "  Field  "  copy 
made  its  appearance. 
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THE    HAUNTED    MAN 

The  last  of  the  Christmas  Books  was  begun  at 
Broadstairs  late  in  the  autumn  of  1846.  Dickens 
was  still  deeply  engrossed  with  "  Dombey  and 
Son,"  and  at  one  time,  previous  to  the  writing  of 
"  The  Haunted  Man,"  he  was  sorely  tempted  to 
discontinue  his  Christmas  annuals.  But  he  did 
not  feel  like  losing  the  income  from  the  story  and 
he  feared  he  would  disappoint  his  public  if  he 
abandoned  the  project.  As  it  turned  out,  he 
wrote  the  least  interesting  of  the  Christmas  Books. 
The  public  responded  eagerly  when  the  book  was 
issued,  the  sale  beginning  with  a  subscription  of 
20,000.  There  must  have  been  a  large  printing  of 
the  first  edition,  for  the  issue  had  not  been  entirely 
sold  a  year  before  the  Author  died. 

Custom  was  followed  in  the  appearance  of  the 
little  book.  It  was  bound  in  the  usual  crimson 
cloth,  with  the  gilt  stamps  and  edges,  and  sold, 
as  did  the  others,  for  5^.  The  title  read  :  The 
Haunted  Man/And/The  Ghost's  Bargain./A  Fancy 
For  Christmas  Time. /By /Charles  Dickens. /London  : 
/Bradbury  &  Evans,  11,  Bouverie  Street. /1 848. 

Collation.  Two  unnumbered  pages  of  Works 
by  Mr.  Dickens,  the  first  page  announcing  the 
completion  of  "  Dombey  and  Son,"  and  the  second 
page  advertising  Mr.  Dickens's  Christmas  Books ; 
frontispiece  and  engraved  title  by  John  Tenniel ; 
reverse  of  the  engraved  title  is  blank  ;  title  page, 
on    the    reverse    Bradbury    and    Evans, /Printers 
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Extraordinary  To  The  Queen, /Whitefriars  ;  one 
unnumbered  page  of  illustrations,  reverse  is  blank  ; 
one  unnumbered  page  giving  the  full  title  of  the 
book,  the  reverse  of  which  is  blank ;  pp.  188, 
with  a  final  imprint.  Altogether  there  were  17 
illustrations,  including  the  frontispiece  and  vignette 
or  engraved  title  page.  In  addition  to  these 
Tenniel  did  all  the  chapter  pages,  which  number 
four  drawings  ;  Leech  made  five  pictures,  Stan- 
field  three  and  F.  Stone  three.  Tenniel  initialed 
the  picture  for  Chapter  I,  but  signed  none  of  the 
others.  Leech  signed  four  J.  Leech  and  one 
with  his  initials  ;  all  of  the  Stanfield  drawings  are 
signed,  and  only  one  of  Stone's. 

Values. 

There  was  only  one  issue,  though  Slater  in  his 
"  Early  Editions  "  speaks  of  a  copy  with  the  date 
in  Roman  numerals.  Some  dealers  and  auction 
catalogues  refer  to  a  broken  number  at  page  166, 
"  corrected  in  later  copies."  Evidence  is  not  at 
hand  to  prove  that  this  defect  occurred  in  the  very 
first  issues.  It  may  have  happened  in  the  midst 
of  the  printing,  and  it  would  be  arbitrary  indeed 
to  stamp  those  copies  as  later  issues  which  fail  in 
having  the  mutilated  pagination.  In  fact  not  one 
of  the  previous  bibliographers  appear  to  pay  any 
attention  to  this  "  point."  Good  copies  are  easily 
found  and  at  present  the  prices  range  from  lOs.  to 
20s.  A  London  catalogue  of  1912  asks  18^.  for  a 
fine  copy.  At  Anderson's,  New  York,  December, 
1908,  a  copy  with  the  broken  number  brought  $5  ; 
two  extraordinary  prices  were  reached  at  Freeman's 
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Philadelphia,  in  February,  1911,  when  two  copies 
with  the  broken  number  sold  for  $22.50  and  $20 
respectively.  At  Anderson's,  December,  1911, 
a  copy  in  a  levant  morocco  slip  case  by  Zaehnsdorf , 
brought  $12.50. 

Values  of  the  Five  Christmas  Books. 

Frequently  at  auction  sales,  sets  of  the  five  books 
come  up  either  in  the  original  state  or  re-bound. 
At  Christie's,  June,  1898,  a  set  bound  in  polished 
levant,  with  the  original  covers  saved,  brought 
£10  ;  on  the  same  date  at  Sotheby's  in  the  original 
cloth,  a  set  went  for  only  £5  2s.  6d.  ;  also  at 
Sotheby's,  March,  1904,  in  fine  state,  original 
cloth,  a  set  sold  for  £10.  At  Anderson's,  New 
York,  a  set  re-bound  by  Riviere  with  all  the  covers 
and  advertisements  preserved,  "  The  Battle  of 
Life,"  a  third  issue,  in  December,  1909,  was  sold 
for  $55.  A  London  dealer  in  a  1911  catalogue 
offered  a  set  of  nine  volumes  for  £31  10^.  In  the 
set  was  included  some  interesting  variations  of  the 
first  editions,  namely :  "A  Christmas  Carol," 
the  first  issue  with  green  end  papers,  and  Stave  I, 
1843  ;  the  same  issue  with  the  cream  coloured 
end  papers,  1843 ;  ordinary  issue  of  the  first 
edition  with  Stave  One,  1843.  Two  copies  of 
"  The  Chimes,"  one  with  the  publishers'  name 
etched  on  the  engraved  title  and  the  other  below 
the  plate.  First  and  third  issues  of  "  The  Battle 
of  Life." 

On  the  basis  of  present  values  a  prime  collection 
of  the  Christmas  Books,  with  "  The  Battle  "  of 
the  third  issue,  should  be  worth  about  £20.     In  fact, 
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a  set  re-bound  by  Morrell,  with  all  the  covers  pre- 
served was  sold  at  the  Hoe  sale,  November,  1912, 
for  $90.  *'  The  Haunted  Man  "  was  of  the  second 
issue,  and  "  The  Battle  of  Life,"  the  so-called  first 
issue. 
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PICTURES    FROM    ITALY 

On  the  sixth  page  of  the  first  number  of  The 
Daily  News,  launched  by  Charles  Dickens,  appeared 
the  opening  letter  of  a  series  of  seven  written  during 
the  Author's  stay  in  Italy.  The  date  was  January 
21,  1846,  and  aU  were  printed  under  the  compre- 
hensive title  "  Travelling  Sketches — Written  on 
the  Road."  Other  letters  followed  in  a  desultory 
and  irregular  manner. 

Shortly  after  Dickens  had  laid  down  the  bur- 
dens attaching  to  editorial  management,  these 
*'  Sketches  "  were  reproduced  in  a  book  and  called 
"  Pictures  From  Italy."  Five  chapters  were  added 
and  only  two  out  of  the  twelve  retained  their  first 
titles. 

The  little  book  was  issued  as  a  foolscap  octavo  in 
a  dark  blue  cloth,  the  colour  of  which  in  fine  copies 
has  held  its  brilliancy  up  to  the  present  time. 
The  price  was  65.  The  title  page  read  :  Pictures 
From  Italy. /By /Charles  Dickens. /The  Vignette 
Illustrations  on  Wood  by  Samuel  Palmer. /(Wood- 
cut with  the  caption  The  Street  of  the  Tombs : 
Pompeii. ) /London  : /Published  For  The  Author,/ 
By  Bradbury  &  Evans,  Whitefriars./MDCCCXLVI. 

Collation.  Two  unnumbered  pages  announc- 
ing on  the  first  page  New  and  Revised  Edition  of 
Oliver  Twist  in  Ten  Monthly  Parts  (The  octavo 
edition)  ;  on  the  reverse  A  New  English  Story  by 
Mr.  Dickens,  (Dombey  and  Son)  No.  1  will  be 
published  on  First  of  October ;  half-title,  reverse 
blank  ;   title  page,  reverse  London  : /Bradbury  and 
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Evans,  Printers,  Whitefriars ;  an  unnumbered 
page  of  contents,  reverse  blank  ;  four  pages,  The 
Reader's  Passport,  the  first  being  unnumbered 
and  the  others  2,  3,  4 ;  first  page  of  the  book 
proper  should  be  page  5  but  is  unnumbered ; 
pp.  270,  the  last  one  unnumbered.  Imprint  on 
last  page ;  two  unnumbered  pages  advertising 
Mr.  Dickens's  Works,  the  first  page  being  interest- 
ing in  showing  the  large  number  of  editions  issued 
of  the  Christmas  Books.  For  "The  Chimes" 
there  is  announced  the  12  th  edition  ;  "A  Christ- 
mas Carol,"  10th  edition,  and  "  The  Cricket  on 
the  Hearth,"  20th  edition.  There  were  only  two 
editions  of  the  "  Pictures." 

Johnson  and  Kitton  in  their  bibliographies  make 
the  statement  that  the  edges  of  most  of  the  first 
editions  are  discoloured  owing  to  a  defect  in  the 
paper.  This  has  not  been  the  experience  of  the 
writer  of  this  book,  who  has  found  the  copies,  as  a 
rule,  in  very  good  condition. 

Values. 

The  book  is  easily  obtained  and  the  prices  run 
from  155.  to  twice  that  amount.  At  Sotheby's, 
May,  1903,  "  fine  "  copy,  one  guinea ;  January, 
1904,  re-bound,  covers  evidently  not  saved,  65. 
At  Anderson's,  New  York,  December,  1908,  an 
*'  immaculate  "  copy,  $5  ;  December,  1909,  in  a 
full  binding  by  Riviere,  covers  and  advertisements 
preserved,  $5  ;  December,  1911,  Zaehnsdorf  bind- 
ing, covers  bound  in,  $3.75  ;  Freeman's,  Phila- 
delphia, February,  1911,  with  slightly  worn 
original  covers,  $3.  A  London  dealer  in  1912, 
original  state,  155. 
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A    CHILD'S    HISTORY    OF    ENGLAND 

The  germ  of  this  book  was  in  the  mind  of  Dickens 
nearly  ten  years  before  the  idea  was  perfected. 
In  1843  he  wrote  to  Douglas  Jerrold  concerning  it 
but  no  result  followed  at  that  time.  In  style, 
subject  and  composition  it  was  different  from 
anything  he  attempted  before  or  after.  For  the 
first  and  only  time  he  dictated  his  thoughts  to  a 
second  party,  Chapters  II  and  VI  only  are  in  his 
manuscript,  the  balance  being  in  the  handwriting 
of  Miss  Georgina  Hogarth,  his  wife's  sister. 

Originally  it  appeared  in  Household  Words  at 
irregular  periods  from  January  25,  1851,  to 
December  10,  1853,  inclusive.  As  a  serial  it  was 
in  forty-five  chapters,  but  in  book  form  it  was 
reduced  to  thirty-seven. 

The  latter  issue  comprises  three  volumes  in 
shape  almost  square,  in  size  a  small  octavo,  bound 
in  a  reddish  cloth  with  a  gold  stamp  on  each  volume 
the  design  of  which  was  by  F.  W.  Topham.  The 
end  papers  were  marbled  and  this  was  carried  on 
all  the  edges.  The  collector  should  note  the  one 
test  of  a  first  edition  and  that  relates  to  the  dates 
on  the  title  pages.  These  must  be  1852,  1853 
and  1854  in  the  first,  second  and  third  volumes, 
respectively.  Subsequent  issues  had  later  dates 
but  did  not  differ  from  the  earliest  printings  in 
any  other  points.  The  frontispieces,  also  by 
Topham,  have  five  designs,  four  of  which  are 
identical  in  each  volume,  but  the  centre  pieces  are 
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different  for  the  three  books.     The  original  price 
was  lOs.  6(1. 

Collation.  Vol.  I.  Half-title,  reverse  blank  ; 
frontispiece,  title  page  reading  as  follows :  A/ 
Child's  History  of  England. /By/Charles  Dickens./ 
With  a  Frontispiece  by  F.  W.  Topham./Vol  I./ 
England  From  the  Ancient  Times,  To  the  Death  of 
/King  John. /London  : /Bradbury  and  Evans,  11, 
Bouverie  Street./1852.  On  the  reverse  London  :/ 
Bradbury  and  Evans,  Printers,  Whitefriars  ;  one 
unnumbered  page  of  dedication  as  follows  :  This/ 
Child's  History  of  England/Is  Dedicated/To  My 
Own  Dear  Children, /Whom  *  I  Hope  It  May  Help, 
Bye-and-Bye,  To  Read  With  Interest  Larger  and 
Better  Books  On  The  Same  Subject.  It  is  dated 
Christmas,  1851  ;  reverse  of  the  dedication  page  is 
blank  ;  one  unnumbered  page  of  Table  of  the 
Reigns  in  Vol.  1,  reverse  blank ;  three  pages 
Chronological  Table, /and/Table  of  Contents  to 
Volume  1,  first  page  and  third  unnumbered, 
second  page  X,  reverse  blank  ;  pp.  210  and  XVII 
chapters ;  one  page,  announcing  "  A  Child's 
History  of  England,"  "  Hard  Times,"  and  other 
Works  by  Dickens,  reverse  blank. 

Vol.  II.  Half-title,  reverse  blank  ;  frontispiece, 
title  page  same  as  in  first  volume  excepting  volume 
number  and  England  From  The  Reign  Of  Henry 
The  Third,  To  The  Reign  Of  Richard  The  Third. 
The  date  1853,  imprint  on  reverse  same  as  in 
Volume  I ;  unpaged  Table  of  the  Reigns  in  Vol- 
ume II.,  reverse  blank ;  two  pages  Chronological 
Table,    etc.,    to    Volume    II,    first    unnumbered, 

*  In  some  copies  the  "  W  "  in  this  word  is  absent. 
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second  VIII ;  pp.  214  up  to  and  including  chapter 
XXV ;    page  of  advertising  similar  to  Vol.  I. 

Vol.  III.  Half-title,  reverse  blank  ;  frontispiece ; 
title  page,  identical  with  Vol.  I  and  II  excepting 
volume  number  and  England  From  The  Reign 
Of  Henry  The  Seventh  To  The  Revolution  Of  1688. 
The  date  1854,  imprint  on  reverse  same  as  previous 
volumes  ;  two  pages  of  Table  of  the  Reigns  in 
Volume  III,  one  unnumbered,  the  second  VI ; 
two  pages  Chronological  Table,  etc.  to  Volume  III, 
first  unpaged,  second  VIII ;  pp.  321,  last  chapter 
XXXVII ;  one  unpaged  sheet  of  advertisements 
differently  arranged  and  typed,  reverse  blank. 

Values. 

Fme  clean  copies  in  good  original  covers  are 
rather  scarce.  Re-bound  copies  are  fairly  numer- 
ous. Dealers'  prices  fluctuate  from  £3  to  £5, 
governed  by  condition.  At  Sotheby's,  May,  1903, 
a  copy  in  cloth  was  sold  for  3  guineas.  What  was 
designated  as  a  "  very  fine  copy  "  was  sold  at 
Anderson's,  New  York,  December,  1908,  for  $19 ; 
a  year  later,  a  set  in  full  binding  by  Riviere  brought 
an  excellent  price  when  it  sold  for  $30 ;  in  December, 
1911,  another  copy,  re-bound  by  Zaehnsdorf, 
brought  only  $12  ;  at  Freeman's,  Philadelphia, 
in  the  original  covers,  $13.50. 
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HARD    TIMES.    FOR    THESE    TIMES 

Published  serially  in  Household  Words  from 
April  1  to  August  12,  1854,  "  Hard  Times  "  made 
its  appearance  in  book  form  shortly  after  the  last 
mentioned  date.  Dickens  during  a  strike  went  to 
Preston  to  obtain  local  colour,  but  he  failed  in 
this.  The  principal  town  referred  to  in  the  story 
is  Coketown,  and  this  is  supposed  to  have  been 
meant  as  a  representation  of  Manchester. 

As  a  book  it  was  published  as  a  post  octavo  in 
green  cloth,  the  price  of  which — 5s. — was  stamped 
on  the  back  of  the  cover.  The  title  page  read : 
Hard  Times. /For  These  Times. /By  Charles  Dickens. 
/London  ; /Bradbury  &  Evans,  11,  Bouverie  Street. 
/1854. 

Collation.  HaK-title,  reverse,  in  bracketed 
italics.  The  Author  reserves  the  right  of  Transla- 
tion ;  title  page,  reverse,  London : /Bradbury  and 
Evans,  Whitefriars ;  one  unnumbered  page,  In- 
scribed/To/Thomas Carlyle,  reverse  blank ;  two 
pages  of  contents,  the  first  without  number,  the 
second  VIII ;  unnumbered  page  Book  the  First/ 
Sowing,  reverse  blank ;  pp.  352,  without  illus- 
trations ;    imprint  on  last  page. 

Values. 

*'  Hard  Times  "  is  easily  obtained  for  moderate 
prices.  Fine  copies  worth  about  30s.,  ordinary 
copies  one-half  off.  At  Sotheby's,  February,  1896, 
25s. ;  at  Christie's,  June,  1898,  re-bound  in  levant 
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morocco,  covers  saved,  32<s.  ;  Anderson's,  New 
York,  December,  1908,  fine  copy,  $6  ;  December, 
1911,  re-bound  with  the  original  covers,  $9 ;  the 
same  price  was  paid  for  a  copy  bound  in  calf  at 
the  Hoe  sale,  April,  1911. 
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THE    UNCOMMERCIAL     TRAVELLER 

Under  this  general  heading  during  the  year  1860 
Dickens  printed  a  series  of  highly  clever  articles  in 
All  The  Year  Bound.  At  the  end  of  the  year 
seventeen  were  collected,  the  individual  title 
placed  over  each,  and  the  issue  in  book  form 
resulted.  Actually  the  sketches  grew  out  of  the 
Author's  increasing  infirmities.  He  was  greatly 
troubled  with  insomnia,  and  he  hoped  to  cure  it 
by  long  walks  at  night.  His  wanderings  took  him 
all  over  London  at  a  time  when  the  great  city  was 
a  different  subject  for  observation  than  during 
the  day.  Also  the  country  would  be  included. 
Despite  such  distressful  physical  conditions  Dickens 
produced  a  number  of  impressions  which  paid  fine 
tribute  to  his  camera-like  eye  and  his  wonderful 
fancy. 

The  First  Series  in  the  periodical  of  "  The  Un- 
commercial Traveller "  was  published  in  one 
volume  crown  octavo,  lilac-coloured  cloth  and  the 
price  was  6s.  The  title  page  read :  The/Uncom- 
mercial Traveller/By/Charles  Dickens. /London :/ 
Chapman  and  Hall,  193,  Piccadilly. /MDCCCLXI. 

Collation.  Half-title,  reverse  blank ;  title 
page,  reverse  blank  ;  one  unnumbered  page  of 
preface,  unsigned,  but  dated  December,  1860, 
reverse  blank  ;  one  unnumbered  page  of  contents, 
reverse  blank  ;  pp.  264  and  no  illustrations.  At 
the  end  the  imprint  of  C.  Whiting,  Beaufort  House, 
Strand.     The  book  should  also  have  32  pages  of  a 
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catalogue  of  books  published  by  Chapman  and  Hall. 
As  in  the  case  of  the  advertisements  later  in  the 
third  volume  of  "  Great  Expectations,"  there 
should  be  three  dates  "  December,  1860  "  placed 
in  the  same  relative  position  as  in  that  book.  The 
pages  are  all  numbered,  excepting  those  carrying 
the  dates  and  these  should  be  1,  2,  and  5.  Three 
editions  of  this  book  were  printed. 

Values. 

Good  clean  copies  in  the  original  cloth  are 
becoming  very  scarce,  and  dealers  have  obtained 
from  £5  to  £7  for  one.  Eleven  years  ago  at 
Hodgson's,  a  copy  was  sold  for  £3  ;  at  Sotheby's, 
May,  1903,  a  fine  one  brought  £3  18^. ;  at  Anderson's 
December,  1908,  there  was  realised  $28  for  a  good 
copy  ;  December,  1909,  re-bound  in  full  levant  by 
Riviere,  with  covers  and  advertisements  preserved, 
$17.50;    December,  1911,  also  re-bound,  $22. 

The  dates  of  the  publication  of  the  seventeen 
sketches  in  All  the  Year  Bound,  during  1860,  and 
appearing  in  the  first  edition  of  the  book  are  as 
follows  : 

January  28.  His  General  Line  of  Business. 
The  Shipwreck. 

February  18.     Wapping  Workhouse. 

February  25.     Two  Views  of  A  Cheap  Theatre. 

March  10.     Poor  Mercantile  Jack. 

March  24.     Refreshments  For  Travellers. 

April  7.     Travelling  Abroad. 

April  21.     The  Great  Tasmania's  Cargo. 

May  5.     City  of  London  Churches. 

May  26.     Shy  Neighbourhoods. 
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June  16.     Tramps. 

June  30.     DuUborough  Town. 

July  21.     Night  Walks. 

August  18.     Chambers. 

September    8.     Nurses'  Stories. 

September  29.     Arcadian  London. 

October  13.     The  Italian  Prisoner. 

The  first  cheap  edition  with  a  frontispiece  on 
wood  by  G.  J.  Pinwell  was  issued  by  Chapman  and 
Hall  in  1865,  but  dated  1866.  This  edition  had 
eleven  additional  papers  and  the  last  sketch  was 
numbered  18  instead  of  28  ;  this  error  was  not 
corrected  for  a  number  of  subsequent  issues. 
Again,  in  1875,  the  same  publisher  printed  a  volume 
in  the  Illustrated  Library  Edition  and  added  eight 
new  papers,  making  a  total  of  thirty-six.  "  A  Fly- 
leaf in  a  Life,"  one  of  the  sketches,  for  some  un- 
accountable reason,  was  omitted  from  the  collected 
editions  until  it  appeared  in  the  Gadshill  edition 
in  1890. 

Those  papers  in  editions  succeeding  the  first 
appeared  iaAll  the  Year  Round  under  the  following 
dates : 

1863. 

(Second  Series) 
May    2.     The  Calais  Night  Mail. 
May  16.     Some  Recollections  of  Mortality. 
June    6.     Birthday  Celebrations. 
June  20.     The  Short  Timers. 
July    4.     Bound  for  the  Great  Salt  Lake. 
July  18.     The  City  of  the  Absent. 
August    1.     An  Old  Stage-Coaching  House. 
August  15.     The  Boiled  Beef  of  New  England. 
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August  29.     Chatham  Dockyard. 
September  12.     In  the  French-Flemish  Country. 
September  26.     Medicine  Men  of  Civilisation. 
October  24.     TitbuU's  Almshouses. 

1868. 

October  10.     The  Ruffian  (New  Uncommercial 
Samples). 

December    5.     Aboard  Ship. 

December  19.     A  Small  Star  In  the  East. 

1869. 

January    2.     A  Little  Dinner  in  an  Hour. 

January  16.     Mr.  Barlow. 

February  27.     On  An  Amateur  Beat. 

May  22.     A  Fly-leaf  in  a  Life. 

June  5.     A  Plea  for  Total  Abstinence. 
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PART  III 

BOOKS    IN    WHICH    DICKENS    HAD 
ONLY  A  LIMITED  INTEREST 

DICKENS'S  services  as  an  editor  of  a  book 
or  the  preparation  or  polishing  of  a  manu- 
script for  a  book  were  always  in  demand. 
Many  times  he  declined  the  calls  and  often  he 
accepted  them.  Appeals  for  his  aid  in  individual 
and  charitable  projects  which  involved  literary 
labours  usually  met  with  prompt  response.  With 
the  exception  of  the  one  first  to  be  reviewed,  all 
others  came  under  this  general  description.  To 
the  collector,  the  first  four  are  of  prime  importance 
because  they  represent  in  different  ways  literary 
work  prior  to  1844. 
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THE    LIBRARY    OF    FICTION 

This  publication  commends  itself  because  it 
contains  two  early  efforts  of  Dickens  which  were 
illustrated  by  Robert  Seymour  and  R.  W.  Buss. 
*'  The  Tuggses  at  Ramsgate  "  had  two  pictures  by 
the  first  illustrator  of  "  Pickwick  Papers,"  and  "  A 
Little  Talk  about  Spring  and  the  Sweeps,"  carried 
one  etching  by  Seymour's  successor  on  that  famous 
book.  Both  sketches  were  signed  "  Boz,"  and 
appeared  in  the  first  volume  of  the  "  Library." 
The  first  story  was  afterwards  printed  in  the  first 
octavo  edition  of  "Sketches  By  Boz,"  (1839); 
the  title  of  the  last-named  sketch  was  altered  to 
"  The  First  of  May,"  and  became  a  part  of  the 
second  series  of  the  "  Sketches  "  (1836). 

The  "  Library  "  was  originally  issued  in  monthly 
parts,  but  only  for  fourteen  numbers.  An  an- 
nouncement written  by  Dickens  of  the  forth- 
coming issue  of  "  Pickwick "  appeared  on  the 
wrapper  of  the  first  part.  "  Sunday  Under  Three 
Heads "  was  earliest  advertised  in  the  third 
number.  Finally  the  "  Library  "  was  issued  in  a 
two-volume  edition  bound  in  blue  cloth. 

The  wording  of  the  title  page  was  as  follows  : 
The/Library  of  Fiction, /or /Family  Story-Teller  ;/ 
Consisting  of/Original  Tales,/Essays,  and  Sketches 
of  Character. /With  Fourteen  Illustrations. /Vol.  I 
(II)/London  : — Chapman  and  Hall,  186  Strand./ 
1836.  On  the  title  page  of  volume  II  the  date 
was  1837. 
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Collation.  Vol.  I.  Half-title,  reverse  blank  ; 
title  page  reverse  Whiting,  Beaufort  House,  Strand ; 
Address  two  pages,  one  unnumbered,  the  other  VI, 
unsigned  and  undated  ;  two  unnumbered  pages 
of  contents  ;    pp.  384,  without  final  imprint. 

Vol.  II.  Half-title,  reverse  Whiting,  Beaufort 
House,  Strand  ;  title  page,  reverse  blank  ;  two 
unnumbered  pages  Contents  of  Vol.  II.  ;  pp.  350 
with  a  final  imprint.  There  were  28  illustrations 
in  the  two  volumes. 

Values. 

Complete  sets  of  the  original  fourteen  parts  are 
almost  unprocurable.  When  they  have  appeared 
in  auction  rooms  there  was  usually  some  defect, 
chiefly  due  to  missing  numbers.  For  instance, 
in  January,  1903,  at  Sotheby's,  an  impaired  set 
brought  £5  10^.  described  as  follows  :  Nos.  1  to  6, 
9,  10  and  13,  (No.  1  in  duplicate)  in  the  original 
wrappers.  In  May  of  same  year  a  set  described 
as  containing  Nos.  I-XIV,but  wanting  Nos.  VIII  and 
XII ;  very  scarce  in  this  form  was  added.  It  brought 
£13  55.  The  two  volume  edition  in  the  original 
cloth,  uncut  and  clean,  is  likewise  difficult  to  obtain. 
Most  copies  which  find  their  way  into  auction 
rooms  and  into  the  hands  of  dealers  are  re-bound 
and  the  edges  are  trimmed.  Fourteen  years  ago 
the  first  six  parts,  with  the  wrappers  and  advertise- 
ments, sold  at  Sotheby's  for  £6.  June,  1897,  in  the 
original  cloth,  at  Sotheby's,  £5.  A  year  later  a 
re-bound  copy  went  for  £6  55.  Copies  have  been 
very  uncommon  in  American  auctions.  Dealers' 
prices  range  from  £5  to  £8  in  the  original  cloth, 
according  to  condition. 
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MEMOIRS  OF  JOSEPH   GRIMALDI 

Much  controversy  has  been  wasted  on  the  amount 
of  his  talents  Dickens  put  in  this  book.  Forster 
was  sure  that  his  great  friend  had  written  only 
the  Preface,  called  in  the  book,  "  Introductory 
Chapter,"  and  not  a  line  of  the  biography.  Also 
that  Dickens  dictated  most  of  the  changes  and 
modifications  to  his  father.  Richard  Bentley, 
the  publisher  of  the  book,  as  late  as  July  23,  1870, 
in  a  letter  to  Notes  and  Queries  stated  that  Dickens 
wrote  a  good  deal  of  the  work  and  that  he  com- 
plained of  the  labour  being  wearisome.  It  is 
plain  that  the  last  chapter  is  in  Dickens's  style 
and  that  other  parts  of  the  book  are  his.  Grimaldi 
laid  the  foundation  for  his  memoirs,  but  in  a  rough 
and  a  diffuse  manner.  He  gave  the  manuscript 
to  Thomas  Egerton  Wilks,  who,  after  doing  some 
condensing,  sold  the  manuscript  to  Bentley  who, 
in  turn,  turned  it  over  to  Dickens  for  the  purpose 
of  embroidery.  An  added  interest  to  the  book 
lies  in  the  etchings  by  George  Cruikshank,  the 
majority  of  which  are  very  fine. 

Bentley  issued  the  book  in  a  two-volume  post 
octavo  bound  in  pink  embossed  cloth.  There  was 
a  portrait  of  Grimaldi,  engraved  on  steel,  used  as 
a  frontispiece.  It  was  by  W.  Greatbatch  after  a 
painting  by  S.  Raven.  The  title  pages  read : 
Memoirs/of/Joseph  Grim^aldi. /Edited  By  /"  Boz." 
/With  Illustrations  by  George  Cruikshank. /In  Two 
Volumes. /Vol.  I.  (II) /London  -./Richard  Bentley, 
New  Burlington  Street./1838. 
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Collation.  Vol.  I.  Half-title,  imprint  on  the 
reverse ;  frontispiece,  title  page,  reverse  blank  ; 
five  pages  Contents  of  the  First  Volume,  first  page 
unnumbered,  other  pages  VI,  VII,  VIII,  IX, 
reverse  of  last  page  blank  ;  one  unnumbered  page 
of  Embellishments  to  both  volumes,  reverse  blank  ; 
nine  pages  of  Introductory  Chapter,  first  page  of 
which  is  unnumbered,  the  other  XII  to  XIX  in- 
clusive, dated  Doughty  Street, /February,  1838, 
reverse  blank ;  pp.  288  and  six  illustrations, 
exclusive  of  the  frontispiece.  Imprint  on  last 
page  London  : /Printed  by  Samuel  Bentley, /Dorset 
Street,    Fleet    Street. 

Vol.  II.  Half-title,  with  an  imprint  on  the 
reverse ;  frontispiece,  title  page,  reverse  blank ; 
five  pages  of  Contents  of  the  Second  Volume, 
first  page  unnumbered,  the  other  VI,  VII,  VIII 
and  IX,  reverse  blank  ;  pp.  263,  and  six  illus- 
trations ;  imprint  on  the  last  page  same  as  in 
Vol.  I.  At  the  end  there  should  be  36  pages  of 
Mr.  Bentley' s  List  of  New  Works,  the  first, 
twenty-sixth  and  twenty-seventh  pages  of  which 
are  unnumbered. 

All  the  plates  bear  the  full  name  of  the  artist 
and  also  the  publisher's  imprint  as  follows : 
London.     Published  by  Richard  Bentley,  1838. 

There  are  two  issues  of  the  first  edition.  The 
first  was  bound  in  pink  and  the  second  in  a  very 
dark  brown  cloth.  Distinguishing  marks  are  the 
last  plate  in  the  book,  known  as  the  Last  Song. 
In  the  first  issue  it  has  no  border,  while  in  the  second 
a  crude  attempt  was  made  to  "  improve "  on 
Cruikshank's  drawing  by  surrounding  it  with  a 
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grotesque  border.  Dexter  says  that  the  honour 
for  this  mutilation  has  been  ascribed  to  Alfred 
Crow  quill  and  George  Augustus  Sal  a.  The  latter 
must  be  acquitted  of  this  awful  charge  on  account 
of  his  lack  of  years  at  the  time.  Before  sending 
out  another  issue,  however,  Bentley  had  the 
plate  restored  to  its  original  condition. 

In  1846  Bentley  issued  another  edition  of 
Grimaldi.  It  was  a  12mo,  two  volumes  in  one 
and  bound  in  red  cloth.  Charles  Whitehead,  the 
editor  of  the  **  Library  of  Fiction,"  supplied  the 
annotations  and  additions  to  the  former  editions, 
making  it  quite  a  more  important  book  to  collectors 
of  dramatic  works.  Ten  of  Cruikshank's  etchings 
were  retained  and  a  coloured  frontispiece  portrait 
supplied. 

Values. 

The  "  Memoirs "  had  a  good  sale  when  first 
published.  Writing  to  Forster  the  editor  of  the 
books  said  :  "  Seventeen  hundred  Grimaldi' s  have 
been  already  sold  and  the  demand  daily  increases." 
At  the  present  time  it  cannot  be  said  that  the  book 
is  scarce,  yet  it  brings  a  good  price  for  that  sort 
of  a  book.  The  issue  with  the  border,  although  a 
later  one,  being  somewhat  scarcer,  and  owing  to 
the  freakishness  of  book-collecting,  brings  a  price 
almost  equal  to  the  first  issue  in  pink  cloth. 

Auction  records  concerning  prices  of  the  first 
edition  show  that  at  Sotheby's,  June,  1897,  a  copy 
brought  £4 ;  a  month  later,  an  exceptionally  fine 
copy  in  a  drop  case,  went  for  £8  175.  6d.  ;  Christie's, 
April,  1902,  £5  105.  ;    Puttick's,  July,  1902,  £6. 
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A  re-bound  copy  at  Christie's  in  June,  1898,  brought 
the  excellent  price  of  £8. 

At  Anderson's,  New  York,  "  very  fine  copy," 
December,  1908,  went  for  $31  ;  in  March,  1909, 
only  $22,  catalogued  as  a  fine  copy ;  December, 
1909,  designated  as  "an  usually  fine  copy,"  in 
two  solander  cases  by  Riviere,  sold  for  $41.* 
At  Freeman's,  Philadelphia,  February,  1911,  a 
good  copy  sold  for  $28.  At  the  Hoe  sale,  April, 
1911,  a  copy  nicely  re-bound  by  Riviere  went  for 
$45. 

Second  issue  in  brown  cloth  and  with  the  border 
around  the  plate,  at  Sotheby's,  February,  1896, 
four  guineas ;  Christie's,  May,  1901,  re-bound,  with 
covers  and  advertisements  preserved,  £4  12^.  ; 
Sotheby's,  January,  1904,  original  cloth,  £2  IQs. 

Whitehead's  1846  edition,  at  Sotheby's,  March, 
1900,  £1  125.  ;  April,  1904,  135.  A  London  dealer 
in  1912  asked  345.  for  a  copy.  It  had  two  extra 
plates.  A  set  of  proofs  before  letters,  signed  b}'^ 
Cruikshank  as  first  proofs,  of  the  twelve  etchings, 
bound  by  Riviere,  sold  at  Sotheby's,  in  June,  1897, 
for  £20. 

Dealers'  prices  for  the  original  issue  show  a 
range  from  £5  to  double  that  value  for  prime  copies. 


*  At  this  sale  an  accordion,  duly  authenticated  and  bearing  the 
initials  "  J.  G.,"  on  a  small  brass  tablet,  brought  ^88.  It  was  said  to 
have  been  the  instrument  used  by  Grimaldi  on  the  stage. 

155 


CHARLES  DICKENS 


THE  PICNIC  PAPERS 

John  Macrone  was  the  pubhsher  of  Dickens's 
first  book,  and  when  he  died  he  left  a  widow  and 
several  children  in  rather  destitute  circumstances. 
As  a  business  man  he  drove,  what,  to  the  young 
author  at  that  time,  was  a  hard  bargain  over  a 
copyright.  But  the  appeal  made  on  behalf  of  a 
needy  family  Dickens  could  not  resist.  He  was 
in  the  midst  of  "  Master  Humphrey's  Clock,"  and 
regardless  of  this  he  undertook  the  management  of 
"  The  Pic  Nic  Papers,"  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of 
which  were  to  alleviate  hardships.  He  wrote  the 
Introduction,  rewrote  his  unacted  farce  "  The 
Lamplighter,"  altering  the  name  to  "  The  Lamp- 
lighter's Story,"  edited  the  balance  of  the  book 
excepting  the  third  volume,  and  was  enabled  to 
place  into  the  hands  of  the  widow  the  sum  of  £300. 

The  book  was  issued  in  three  volumes,  post 
octavo,  and  bound  in  a  light  green  cloth.  Dickens's 
story  led  all  the  other  contributions,  which 
consisted  of  essays,  stories  and  poems,  all  fur- 
nished gratuitously  as  the  sub-title  says,  "  by 
various  hands."  George  Cruikshank  made  two  and 
"  Phiz  "  six  of  the  etchings.  The  six  illustrations 
in  the  last  volume  are  by  R.  J.  Hamerton.  Con- 
cerning this  volume  the  charge  was  made  by  Dr.R. 
Shelton  Mackenzie  in  his  "  Life  of  Dickens," 
printed  in  1870,  that  Dickens  had  annexed  its 
contents  from  "  Charcoal  Sketches,"  by  J.  C.  Neal, 
of  Philadelphia,  and  that  he  had  failed  to  give 
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credit  to  the  proper  source.  Writing  to  his  friend 
Edmund  Yates  in  1859,  Dickens  explained  that 
Henry  Colburn,  the  pubHsher  of  "  The  Pic  Nic 
Papers,"  for  trade  purposes  saw  the  necessity  of 
the  third  volume,  and  that  he  used  American  reprint 
to  reach  such  ends.  "  Of  that  volume  I  didn't 
know  and  don't  know  anything,"  said  the  letter. 
That  the  treatment  accorded  Dickens  by  Colburn, 
in  the  publication  of  a  set  of  books  for  a  charitable 
design,  broke  the  relations  between  the  two  men 
there  is  no  doubt.  A  very  important  and  interest- 
ing letter  bearing  on  this  matter  was  brought  to 
the  surface  in  1911  by  Charles  Sessler,  a  Phila- 
delphia dealer,  who  obtained  $125  for  it.  Written 
shortly  after  Dickens  had  returned  from  America 
it  is  the  only  letter  known  in  which  the  Author 
uses  "  cuss  "  words,  Henry  Colburn  in  this  case 
being  the  object  of  his  wrath.  In  the  letter  there 
is  also  an  expression  which  shows  that  Dickens 
was  beginning  to  realise  the  value  of  authors' 
presentation  copies.     The  letter  says  : 

Devonshire    Terrace, 

Nineteenth  July  1842. 
My  Dear  Hunt. 

I  don't  know  your  friend — but  to  the  best  of 
my  belief  he  is  not  a  bookseller ;  and  therefore 
comes  within  the  pale  of  human  sympathies. 

Although  you  didnt  send  me  the  Florentine 
Legend,  nor  the  Palfrey,  I  have  them  both ;  and 
when  that  leg  of  mutton  does  come  off  (Good  God, 
how  long  it  has  been  unamputated !)  you  shall 
write  your  name  in  them,  for  the  sake  of  my 
Lawful  Heir. 
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Your  paper  for  Mrs.  Macrone's  book  was  sent 
by  me  to  Mr.  Colbum,  for  the  Printer.  Mr. 
Colburn  exercised  my  duties,  and  accepted  and 
rejected  Papers  at  his  most  Hterary  wile  and 
pleasure.  I  resisted  this  monstrous  indecency  in 
Mr.  Colburn  for  a  whole  year ;  and  then  wrote 
him  that  as  it  was  a  work  of  charity,  and  I  wanted 
his  money  for  Mrs.  Macrone,  I  would  give  him  his 
own  way — which,  if  it  were  my  own  case,  and  I 
wanted  bread,  I  would  never  do.  I  damned  his 
eyes  (by  implication  and  construction)  at  the 
same  time ;  and  declined  to  hold  any  further 
correspondence  with  him,  on  any  subject. 

But  if  you  wish  me  to  apply  to  him,  or  any  of 
his  myrmidons,  for  this  particular  paper,  I  will 
do  so.  We  fell  out  about  a  paper  of  Landor's, 
which  he  said  "  his  literary  friend  had  told  him 
wasn't  Protestant:'  !!!!!!!!!! 

Faithfully    Yours    Always 
Leigh  Hunt  Esquire  Charles  Dickens. 

It  is  of  sufficient  interest  to  note  here  that 
Dickens's  biographer,  John  Forster,  about  15  years 
after  this  married  the  widow  of  Henry  Colburn. 

The  title  page  is  worded  as  follows  :  The/Pic  Nic 
Papers. /By  Various  Hands. /Edited  by  Charles 
Dickens,  Esq. /Author  of/"  The  Pickwick  Papers,'' 
"  Nicholas  Nickleby,"  &c./With  Illustrations  By 
George  Cruikshank,  Phiz,  &c./In  Three  Volumes./ 
Vol.  I  (II,  III).  London  :/Henry  Colbum,  Pub- 
lisher,/Great  Marlborough   Street. /MDCCCXLI. 

Collation.  Vol.  I.  Frontispiece ;  title  page, 
on  the  reverse,  London/Printed  by  G.  J.  Palmer, 
Savoy  Street,  Strand.  Introduction  one  un- 
numbered page  and  IV,  dated  London,  July,  1841 ; 
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one  unnumbered  page  Contents  of  Vol.  I,  the  other 
page  VI ;  an  unnumbered  page  Illustrations/To/ 
The  Picnic  Papers,  reverse  blank  ;  pp.  323,  with 
four  etchings,  the  first  and  fourth  by  Cruikshank 
and  the  second  and  third  by  "  Phiz."  Imprint 
on  last  page  :  Printed  by  J.  L.  Cox  and  Sons, 
75,  Great  Queen  Street, /Lincoln' s-Inn  Fields. 

Vol.  II.  Frontispiece  ;  title  page  ;  same  imprint 
as  the  reverse  of  the  title  page  to  Vol.  I ;  un- 
numbered page  Contents  of  Vol.  II,  reverse  blank  ; 
pp.  298,  with  four  etchings  by  "  Phiz,"  including 
the  frontispiece.  Imprint  agrees  with  that  on 
the  reverse  of  the  title  page.  There  are  also  8 
pages  of  advertisements  announcing  Mr.  Colburn's 
New  Publications,  and  dated  May,  1841. 

Vol.  III.  Frontispiece  with  Colburn's  imprint ; 
title  page,  on  reverse  of  this  Contents  of  Third 
Volume  ;  same  imprint  as  in  preceding  volumes  ; 
an  unnumbered  page  announcing  the  first  story ; 
pp.  378,  with  six  plates  by  R.  J.  Hamerton.  Last 
imprint  Whiting,  Beaufort  House,  Strand.  Also 
4  pages  New  Works  of  Fiction  Just  Published  by 
Mr.  Colburn. 

Though  the  title  page  gives  credit  to  Charles 
Dickens  as  editor  of  the  book  on  the  back  of  the 
cloth  binding  it  is  "  Edited  by  Boz." 

Values. 

Apparently  the  published  edition  was  not  large. 
The  kind  of  copies  which  please  a  collector,  who 
likes  clean  uncut  ones  in  the  original  cloth,  are 
not  easy  of  acquisition.  That  is  why  a  book  of 
this    character    is    high-priced.     Dealers'    values 
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range  from  5  guineas  upward  and  auction  prices 
are  not   much  lower.     At   Sotheby's,   in  March, 

1897,  the  price  was  £4  14-5.  ;  two  years  later  a 
re-bound  copy  brought  £3  ;   at  Christie's,  June, 

1898,  in  morocco  extra  with  covers  saved,  £7  ; 
at  Sotheby's,  May,  1903,  £3  75.  Qd.  Later  American 
auctions  show  better  prices.  At  Anderson's,  New 
York,  December,  1908,  "in  fine  state,"  $30; 
December,  1909,  in  a  full  binding  by  Riviere, 
original  covers  and  the  advertisements  preserved, 
$33 ;  Freeman's,  Philadelphia,  February,  1911, 
described  as  a  fine  copy,  $24 ;  Anderson's, 
December,  1911,  original  cloth  repaired  in  several 
places,  and  having  inserted  six  original  drawings 
by  "  Phiz,"  differing  somewhat  from  the  drawings 
used  in  the  book,  brought  $170.  The  catalogue 
stated  that  these  illustrations  had  been  bought 
in  London  many  years  ago  for  £60.  At  the  Hoe 
Sale,  April,  1911,  original  cloth,  $25.  A  London 
dealer  in  1912  asked  5  guineas  for  a  copy ;  a 
Philadelphia  bookseller's  price  was  $35. 
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EVENINGS  OF  A  WORKING  MAN 

Within  three  years  after  the  project  in  aid  of 
Macrone's  widow,  Dickens's  kindliness  was  again 
drawn  upon  to  assist  a  worthy  mortal  who  was  in 
deep  distress.  He  was  John  Overs,  a  carpenter 
who  had  shown  some  literary  ability.  Becoming 
a  victim  of  tuberculosis  he  decided  with  the  advice 
of  Dickens  to  collect  what  he  had  written  into  a 
little  volume,  and  with  an  introduction  by  the 
great  Author  to  find  means  of  aiding  himself  and 
his  family.  In  general  make-up  the  book  closely 
followed  "  A  Christmas  Carol,"  with  its  embossed 
brown  cloth,  its  gilt  leaves  and  the  coloured  title 
page.  Overs  was  under  the  medical  care  of  Dr. 
John  EUiotson,  concerning  whom  Forster  wrote  in 
the  "  Life  "  :  "...  whose  name  was  for  nearly 
thirty  years  a  synonym  with  us  all  for  unwearied, 
self-sacrificing,  beneficent  service  to  every  one  in 
need."  As  a  mark  of  gratitude  the  book  was 
dedicated  to  him. 

The  title  page  printed  in  blue  and  red,  un- 
doubtedly written  by  Dickens,  was  as  follows : 
Evenings/Of /A  Working  Man, /Being  the  Occupa- 
tion Of /His  Scanty  Leisure  :/By  John  Overs./ 
With  A  Preface  Relative  To  The  Author. /By 
Charles  Dickens.  /  London  :  /  T.  C.  Newby,  72, 
Mortimer  Street, /Cavendish  Square. /1844. 

Collation.  Half-title  ;  title  ;  reverse  (in  blue 
ink).  Printed  by  J.  &  H.  Cox,  Brothers  (Late  Cox 
&  Sons),/74  &  75,  Great  Queen  Street,  Lincoln's- 
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Inn  Fields ;  unpaged  dedication  written  by 
Dickens,  reverse  blank  ;  preface  eight  and  one-half 
pages,  signed  Charles  Dickens  and  dated  London, 
June,  1844.  The  first  page  is  unnumbered,  the 
others  from  VI  to  XIII  inclusive,  the  reverse  of 
the  last  page  being  blank ;  Contents  one  un- 
numbered page,  reverse  blank  ;  pp.  205,  without 
illustrations  ;  imprint  on  last  page  identical  with 
that  on  the  back  of  the  title  page  ;  on  reverse  of 
the  final  page  of  the  book  is  an  advertisement  of 
Chronicles  of  the  Bastile  in  twenty  monthly  parts, 
the  publisher  expressing  the  hope  that  the  issue 
"  will  fill  the  vacuum  left  by  the  completion  of 
Martin  Chuzzlewit."  Two  pages  of  Mr.  Newby's 
Publications  follow.  The  three  pages  are  un- 
numbered. 

Values. 

The  original  issue  was  limited  to  one  edition 
and  the  little  book  is  rapidly  growing  scarce. 
At  the  present  time  prices  by  dealers  are  between 
£2  and  £3.  Recent  American  auctions  show  the 
following  :  Anderson's,  New  York,  December,  1908, 
$7.25  ;  December,  1909,  re-bound  by  Riviere  with 
the  covers  saved,  $8  ;  Freeman's,  Philadelphia, 
February,  1911,  a  fine  copy  from  the  H.  W.  Poor 
library,  $11. 
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LEGENDS  AND  LYRICS 

Adelaide  Anne  Procter  was  the  daughter  of 
Dickens's  old  friend  B.  W.  Procter  (Barry 
Cornwall).  She  had  been  a  contributor  to  House- 
hold Words  under  the  pen  name  of  "Mary  Berwick." 
Her  efforts  were  evidently  laudable,  for  Dickens 
made  every  attempt  to  ascertain  the  writer's 
identity.  Dickens  was  a  guest  at  Procter's  home 
on  Christmas  day,  1854,  when  the  disclosure  was 
made. 

The  first  collection  of  her  poems  was  made  in 
1861,  when  a  book  was  pubUshed.  This  is  of  no 
particular  value  to  the  Dickens  lover.  In  1866, 
Miss  Procter  prepared  a  "  new  edition  with 
additions,"  and  for  this  Dickens  wrote  an  intro- 
duction. Its  size  was  a  small  square  quarto  and 
its  format  was  that  of  the  gift  books  of  that  period. 
Miss  Procter  was  on  her  death-bed  at  the  time  and 
she  died  before  the  book  left  the  publishers'  hands. 
The  introduction  has  always  been  a  part  of  the  book 
in  all  subsequent  issues. 

The  title  page  reads :  Legends  and  Lyrics. /By/ 
Adelaide  Anne  Procter. /With  An  Introduction  by/ 
Charles  Dickens. /New  Edition,  With  Additions./ 
lUustrated  by/W.  T.  C.  Dobson,  A.R.A.,  Samuel 
Palmer,  J.  Tenniel,  George  H.  Thomas, /Lorenz 
Frohlich,  W.  H.  Millais,  G.  DuMaurier,  W.  P. 
Burton, /J.  D.  Watson,  Charles  Keene,  J.  M. 
Carrick,/M.  E.  Edwards,  T.  Morten. /(PubHshers' 
Emblem)/London  :/Bell  and  Daldy,  186,  Fleet 
Street./1866. 
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Collation.  Half-title,  reverse  blank  ;  frontis- 
piece a  steel  portrait  of  Miss  Procter,  unlettered, 
but  with  the  imprint  of  Bell  &  Daldy,  Fleet  Street, 
London,  1866 ;  title  page,  reverse  blank ;  one 
unnumbered  page  of  Dedication  to  Matilda  M. 
Hays,  signed  A.A.P.  and  dated  May,  1858,  reverse 
blank ;  four  unnumbered  pages  of  Contents ; 
unnumbered  page  of  Illustrations,  reverse  blank 
and  carrying  only  an  emblem  ;  An  Introduction 
By  Charles  Dickens  of  eleven  pages,  all  unnumbered 
pp.  330  ;  imprint  on  last  page  Chiswick  Press  : — 
Printed  by  Whittingham  and  Wilkins,/Tooks  Court, 
Chancery  Lane. 

Values. 

Though  a  fairly  large  edition  is  known  to  have 
been  issued,  this  book  is  rather  difficult  to  find. 
Many  Dickens  collectors  manage  to  get  along 
without  it,  so  in  consequence  the  price  is  not 
excessive.  As  far  back  as  December,  1892,  Sothe- 
by's sold  a  copy  for  £2  65.,  and  that  price  is  a  fair 
average  one  at  the  present  day.  At  other  sales 
since  then  copies  have  been  sold  somewhat  cheaper. 
An  American  dealer  in  1913  asked  $15  for  a  fine 
copy,  fully  and  beautifully  bound  in  crushed  levant 
by  Zaehnsdorf. 
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RELIGIOUS  OPINIONS  OF  THE  LATE 
REV.  GHAUNGY  HARE  TOWNSHEND 

Dickens  dedicated  "  Great  Expectations "  to 
Mr.  Townshend,  who  was  an  ardent  admirer  of 
the  noveHst.  When  Dickens  was  making  his 
second  tour  of  America,  his  friend  died,  leaving 
him  a  legacy  of  £1,000  and  an  appointment  as  a 
literary  executor.  It  involved  much  toil  to  arrange 
in  book  form  a  mass  of  fragmentary  and  scattered 
notes,  usually  scribbled  on  stray  bits  of  paper. 
He  worked  at  odd  moments  during  the  summer  of 
1868,  and  in  the  year  following  Chapman  and  Hall 
published  a  volume,  crown  octavo,  in  green  cloth. 

It  is  the  least  important  of  any  of  the  books 
with  which  Dickens  had  any  connection.  Dexter 
says  concerning  it :  "  But  for  Dickens's  name  as 
editor  it  would  have  died  a  natural  death.  I  have 
never  had  the  courage  to  read  anything  of  it  but 
the  introduction,  nor  have  I  ever  come  across 
any  one  who  has." 

The  title  page  reads :  Religious  Opinions/Of/ 
The  Late  Reverend/Chauncy  Hare  Townshend./ 
Published  As  Directed  in  His  Will, /By  His  Literary 
Executor. /London  : /Chapman  and  Hall,  193,  Picca- 
dilly. /MDCCCLXIX. 

Collation.  Title,  with  the  imprint  on  the 
reverse ;  Explanatory  Introduction,  I-V,  the 
reverse  blank  ;  pp.  293,  with  the  final  imprint 
identical  with  that  on  the  title  page ;  one  blank 
leaf.     Its  value  ranges  from  105.  to  £1. 
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The  Strange  Gentleman. 

The  Village  Coquettes. 

Is  She  His  Wife  ?  Or,  Something  Singular. 

The  Lamplighter. 

Prologue  to  **  The  Patrician's  Daughter." 

Mr.  Nightingale's  Diary. 

The  Frozen  Deep  and  The  Lighthouse 

No  Thoroughfare. 
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PART  IV 

PLAYS 

LOVE  for  the  stage  ran  a  close  race  with 
the  love  for  writing  in  the  affections  of 
Dickens.  Based  on  his  own  admissions 
he  was  a  playivright  at  the  precocious  age  of  eight 
or  ten,  the  subject  of  his  stage  pen  being  entitled 
"  Misnar,  the  Sultan  of  India."  Of  this  not  even 
a  fragment  remains.  In  another  part  of  this  book 
(Part  I.)  his  succeeding  dramatic  ventures  are 
referred  to.  This  fancy  for  theatricals  appears 
to  have  been  a  passion  which  was  life-long.  It 
was  only  a  few  years  before  he  died  that  he  colla- 
borated with  Wilkie  Collins  in  "  No  Thoroughfare.'* 
The  collector  with  a  lengthy  purse  will  find 
"  The  Strange  Gentleman,"  "Is  She  His  Wif e ?  " 
and  some  of  the  other  plays  interesting  quest. 
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THE   STRANGE   GENTLEMAN 

This  is  surely  the  rarest  of  the  obtainable  works 
of  Charles  Dickens  and  for  that  reason  it  is  the 
most  costly,  all  things  being  considered.  It 
appeared  as  a  small  pamphlet  of  less  than  fifty 
pages  and  it  is  known  to  have  realised  £200  by 
private  treaty. 

A  recently  printed  letter  in  the  possession  of 
Harry  B.  Smith,  of  New  York,  shows  that  "  The 
Strange  Gentleman  "  was  written  before  "  Pick- 
wick "  appeared.  Heretofore  it  was  believed  that 
the  little  farce  was  composed  as  a  tribute  to  John 
Pritt  Harley,  who  was  the  stage  manager  of  the 
St.  James's  Theatre.  The  first  performance  was 
given  on  September  29,  1836,  and  the  play  was 
popularly  supposed  to  have  been  constructed  just 
before  this  time.  At  the  time  of  the  production 
six  monthly  parts  of  "Pickwick"  had  been 
published. 

The  letter  referred  to  was  written  about  February 
of  that  year  at  the  time  the  first  part  of  "  Pickwick" 
had  been  finished.  An  added  interest  to  the  letter 
is  the  first  use  outside  of  the  book  of  the  expression 
*'  Pickwickian,"  and  also  the  earliest  known  use 
in  a  letter  of  the  name  of  that  great  book.  The 
letter  reads : 

Furnival's   Inn, 

Thursday  Evening. 

Dear  Sirs  :  Pickwick  is  at  length  begun  in  all 
his  might  and  glory.  The  first  chapter  will  be 
ready  to-morrow. 
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STRANGE    GENTLEMAN; 

^  €omk  33urlftta, 

I  N    T  W  O    A  C  T  S. 
BY  "  BOZ." 

FIRST  PERFORMED 

AT 

THE  ST.  JAMES'S  THEATRE. 

ON 

THURSDAY,  SEPTEMBER  29,  1836. 


CHAPMAN  AND   HALL,  18C,  STRAND. 


MDCCCXXXVII. 


C^^ ^5^ 


Oi-iginal  wmpper  of  "The  Strange  Gentleman."     This  is 

the  most  costly  of  the  pamphlets,  the  price  having  reached 

a  |1,000   mark. 


PLAYS 

I  want  to  publish  The  Strange  Gentleman.     If 
you  have  no  objection  to  doing  it,  I  should  be 
happy  to  let  you  have  the  refusal  of  it.     I  need 
not  say  that  nobody  else  has  seen  or  heard  of  it. 
Believe  me  (in  Pickwickian  haste), 
Faithfully    yours, 

Charles  Dickens. 
Messrs.    Chapman   &   Hall. 

"  The  Great  Winglebury  Duel "  in  "  Sketches 
by  Boz  "  was  the  basis  of  the  farce.  Harley  played 
the  title  role  for  sixty  nights,  which  in  those  days 
was  a  token  of  fair  success.  Others  in  the  cast 
were  Madame  Sala,  the  mother  of  George  Augustus 
Sala,  who  afterwards  was  one  of  Dickens's  brightest 
young  men  on  Household  Words,  and  the  Misses 
Smith,  nieces  of  Kitty  Stephen,  who  became  the 
Countess  of  Essex.  The  play  was  not  published 
until  the  following  year,  bearing  the  date  1837. 

Its  appearance  was  in  a  lavender-coloured  paper 
wrapper  having  a  frontispiece  by  "  Phiz."  With 
the  picture  it  is  much  rarer  than  without  it.  Mr. 
Dexter  thinks  that  some  copies  of  the  first  edition 
were  issued  without  the  illustration  as  it  is  the 
exception  to  find  a  copy  containing  it.  A  perfect 
reprint  without  the  "  Phiz  "  plate  was  issued  by 
Chapman  &  Hall,  in  1871.  Pailthorpe  afterwards 
drew  a  frontispiece  which  usually  goes  with  this 
book.  Later,  another  reprint  added  to  the  gaiety 
of  collecting. 

It  is  the  first  reprint  which  puzzles  dealers, 
auctioneers  and  collectors  alike,  for  with  a  little 
ageing  and  with  a  little  soiling  it  will  deceive  the 
most  expert.     Collectors  are  cautioned  to  purchase 
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only  when  they  are  thoroughly  convinced  of  the 
absolute  correctness  of  the  copy  which  is  sought 
to  be  sold  as  a  real  first  edition.  The  imitation  of 
the  original  issue  is  so  close  that  the  deception  is 
almost  complete. 

The  title  page  in  full  is  as  follows  :  The/Strange 
Gentleman  ;  /  A  Comic  Burletta,  /  In  Two  Acts. 
/By  "  Boz.'7First  Performed/At/The  St.  James's 
Theatre,  /  On  /  Thursday,  September  29,  1836./ 
London  :  /  Chapman  and  Hall,  186,  Strand.  / 
MDCCCXXXVII.  There  was  no  border  on  the  title 
page.  The  wrapper  title  was  embraced  in  a  rule 
border  with  floreated  corners.  In  the  imprint  on 
the  wrapper  the  word  "  London  "  was  omitted. 

Collation.  Frontispiece  (when  there  is  one) ; 
title  page  ;  on  the  reverse  London  : /Bradbury  and 
Evans,  Printers, /Whitefriars.  ;  one  unnumbered 
page  of  Costume,  on  the  reverse  of  which  in  small 
caps  :  Scene — a  smaU  town,  on  the  road  to  Gretna./ 
Time  in  Acting — One  hour  and  twenty  minutes. 
This  line  is  in  smaller  caps  ;  pp.  46  ;  two-line 
imprint  same  as  on  the  reverse  of  the  title  page. 
There  are  no  advertisements  on  the  wrappers 
excepting  on  the  last  page,  which  announces 
Splendid  New  Editions  of  Plays  Now  Publishing, 
with  the  name  of  Chapman  &  Hall. 

Values. 

To  the  collector  the  advance  in  prices  of  "  The 
Strange  Gentleman "  presents  some  astonishing 
figures.  Dexter  (1870)  quotes  the  price  of  a  copy 
with  the  frontispiece  at  £12  and  at  £8  without  it. 
Johnson  (1885)  raises  the  prices  to  £15  and  £20, 
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and  £8  to  £10,  respectively.  At  a  sale  August, 
1892,  at  Sotheby's,  the  sum  of  £45  was  realised. 
At  the  sale  of  the  Wright  collection  in  1899,  a 
copy  containing  the  original  drawing  of  the  frontis- 
piece by  "  Phiz  "  brought  £84.  In  1906  Walter  T. 
Spencer,  of  London,  showed  a  copy  to  the  writer 
which  had  been  sold  to  a  collector  in  Edinburgh 
for  £125.  It  had  the  frontispiece.  At  Sotheby's, 
March,  1904,  enclosed  in  a  morocco  case,  in  the 
original  state  with  the  frontispiece,  sold  for  £141. 
At  Anderson's,  New  York,  December,  1909,  a 
copy  uncut  and  unopened  without  the  frontispiece 
brought  $425.  With  this  was  a  copy  of  the  re- 
print (1871)  which  contained  a  coloured  etching 
of  the  frontispiece  by  Pailthorpe,  initialed  by  the 
artist.  At  Freeman's,  Philadelphia,  February, 
1911,  a  re-bound  copy  without  the  frontispiece, 
uncut,  and  with  the  wrappers  preserved,  brought 
$250.  A  London  dealer  in  1912  offered  a  fac-simile 
reprint  for  lOs.  6d.  Copies  of  the  original  playbills 
when  obtainable  are  now  worth  several  guineas. 
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THE  VILLAGE  COQUETTES 

This  was  a  comic  opera,  written,  it  is  said,  before 
"  The  Strange  Gentleman."  Dickens's  musical 
collaborator  was  John  HuUah,  who  was  Govern- 
ment inspector  of  musical  education.  They  had 
met  early  in  1835  after  HuUah  had  set  to  music  a 
portion  of  an  opera  which  he  called  "  The  Gon- 
doliers," the  scene  of  which  had  been  laid  in  Venice. 
Dickens  objected  to  writing  the  libretto  on  a  foreign 
subject,  and  the  compromise  was  effected  which 
brought  about  "The  Village  Coquettes."  The 
opera  was  accepted  by  Mr.  Braham,  manager  of 
the  new  St.  James's  Theatre.  It  had  its  first 
presentation  on  December  6,  1886,  with  Braham 
himseK  in  the  cast.  To  J.  P.  Harley,  who  also 
took  part  in  the  play,  the  little  work  was  dedicated, 
the  dedication  being  in  form  of  a  letter  signed 
Charles  Dickens  and  dated  December  15th,  1836. 
It  ran  nineteen  times  in  London,  when  it  was 
transferred  to  Edinburgh  and  played  under  the 
management  of  Mr.  Ramsay,  a  friend  of  Sir  Walter 
Scott.  It  appears  that  the  music  did  more  to  add 
strength  to  the  play  than  did  the  "  book."  Harley 
began  his  stage  reputation  with  the  play. 

A  further  personal  association  was  that  George 
Augustus  Sala,  who  witnessed  the  first  performance 
first  saw  Charles  Dickens,  whose  influence  had 
much  to  do  in  fixing  Sala's  career  as  a  journalist. 
The  play  also  was  the  medium  of  bringing  John 
Forster    in    personal    contact   with    the    Author. 
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Although  Dickens  was  highly  enthusiastic  concern- 
ing the  merits  of  his  production  at  this  period, 
later  in  life  he  formed  an  opposite  opinion  of  it. 

Though  it  was  acted  after  "  The  Strange  Gentle- 
man," its  publication  ante-dated  it.  Richard 
Bentley  was  its  first  publisher,  the  date  of  the 
original  edition  being  1836.  During  the  following 
year  Bradbury  and  Evans  printed  an  edition 
which  was  sold  in  the  theatre  for  lOd.  In  1878 
Bentley  issued  a  fac-simile  reprint,  the  reverse  of 
the  title  page  indicating  its  character  as  a  reprint. 
Since  then  other  title  pages  were  printed  by  some 
one  who  omitted  the  statement  that  it  was  a 
reprint.  These  spurious  title  pages  have  been 
utilised  to  fool  incautious  buyers.  Bradbury  & 
Evans  also  printed  the  musical  score  with  an  1837 
date.     This  is  now  very  scarce. 

The  original  publication  was  in  grey  boards, 
though  it  is  now  oftener  seen  in  the  sheets.  Its 
size  was  a  demy  octavo.  The  title  page  read : 
The/ Village  Coquettes  :/A  Comic  Opera. /In  Two 
Acts. /By  Charles  Dickens. /The  music  By  John 
HuUah./London  : /Richard  Bentley, /New  Burling- 
ton Street./1836. 

Collation.  Title ;  on  the  reverse  London :/ 
Printed  by  Samuel  Bentley,  Dorset  Street,  Fleet 
Street ;  one  unnumbered  page  of  Dedication/To 
J.  P.  Harley,  Esq.,  dated  December  15th,  1836, 
and  signed  in  full,  the  reverse  being  blank  ;  two 
unnumbered  pages  of  Preface  ;  one  unnumbered 
page  of  Dramatis  Personse,  with  this  notice  at  the 
bottom :  The  Passages  marked  with  inverted 
commas  are  omitted  in  the  representation,  and 
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on  the  reverse,  *^*  Managers  are  requested  to  ob- 
serve that  this  Play  is  Copyright,  and  cannot  be 
acted  without  the  Author's  permission.  Pp.  71  ; 
final  imprint  the  same  as  on  the  reverse  of  the 
title  page. 

Values. 
"  The  Bookhunter  in  London,"  by  William 
Roberts  (1895),  tells  how  the  year  before  a  mass  of 
waste  paper  from  a  printer's  warehouse  was  re- 
turned to  the  mills  to  be  pulped  ;  that  a  workman 
caught  sight  of  the  name  of  Charles  Dickens  on 
the  printed  matter  and  that  this  led  to  the  rescue 
of  nearly  a  hundred  copies  of  "  The  Village  Co- 
quettes "  in  the  sheets,  clean  and  unfolded. 
Before  this  discovery,  says  Mr.  Roberts,  copies  of 
the  operetta  were  worth  £30  to  £40,  but  the  pro- 
jection of  these  sheets  into  the  market  cut  down 
the  price  to  £5.  It  is  feared  that  Mr.  Roberts 
was  a  little  exuberant  concerning  prices  previous 
to  the  discovery  of  the  100  sheets.  Values  ranged 
from  £10  to  £12  at  that  period,  and  the  highest 
price  paid  for  a  particularly  fine  copy  at  Sotheby's 
in  1889  was  £25.  The  publication  in  the  original 
grey  boards  does  not  reach  the  auction  room  very 
often,  but  in  the  form  of  sheets,  sometimes  un- 
opened, it  is  more  frequent.  In  the  bound  grey 
boards,  Christie's  in  May,  1900,  sold  a  copy  for  £5, 
and  that  seems  to  have  been  the  average  price  for 
five  years  previous.  Unbound  in  the  sheets, 
English  auction  prices  from  June,  1896,  to  Novem- 
ber, 1898,  have  remained  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
£3.  In  June,  1899,  the  musical  score  issued  by 
Cramer,  1837,  in  a  small  folio,  most  elaborately 
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THE  VILLAGE  COQUETTES. 

AS  PRODUCED  AT 

THE   SAINT   JAMES'S   THEATRE, 

THE   DRAMA  AND    WORDS    OF   THE    SONGS 
BY    "BOZ." 

THE  MUSIC  BY  JOHN  Ill'LLAH. 


THE  >a'SiC  IS  PUBLISHED  BY  MKSSHS.  CRAMER  .Wn  CO.. 
201.  REGEXT   STREET. 


PRINTED  BY  BRADBURY  AND  EVANS,  WHITEFUJARS. 

]837. 
[_Frice  Tcnpence.^ 


Presentation  copy  of  the  musical  score  of  "The  Village  Coquettes" 

to  Morris  Bennett  who  played  the  part  of  George  Edmunds  in 

the  opera.     Inscription  is  the  autograph  of  Dickens. 
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bound,  brought  six  guineas.  At  Sotheby's,  June 
3,  1903,  the  sheets  unopened  in  a  cloth  case 
realised  five  guineas. 

In  America  values  are  slightly  higher.  Ander- 
son's, New  York,  December,  1909,  sold  a  "  re- 
markably fine  copy  in  the  original  sheets,  uncut 
and  unopened,"  in  a  Riviere  case,  for  $30.  In 
December,  1911,  an  unopened,  uncut  and  unsewn 
copy  in  a  Zaehnsdorf  case,  went  for  $45.  The 
same  sort  of  a  copy  was  sold  by  Freeman,  Phila- 
delphia, February,  1911,  for  $42.50.  There  was 
no  slip  case.  In  January,  1913,  a  high  price  was 
reached  at  Anderson's  when  an  unsewn  and 
unopened  copy  in  a  solander  case  sold  for  $74. 
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IS  SHE   HIS    WIFE?    OR,   SOMETHING 
SINGULAR 

Extinct  is  hardly  a  proper  word  to  use  in  relation 
to  a  book,  yet  no  other  applies  so  aptly  to  the  third 
of  Dickens's  stage  efforts.  There  is  no  copy  of 
the  original  publication  in  existence  as  far  as 
known.  Every  bibliographer  has  told  the  story 
which  concerns  the  destruction  in  a  fire  of  the  last 
copy  ;  how  Mr.  Osgood,  a  Boston,  Mass.,  publisher, 
had  purchased  it  from  an  English  collector,  who  in 
turn  had  bought  it  from  T.  H.  Lacy,  a  theatrical 
bookseller,  paying  for  it  £6  ;  how  after  the  Ameri- 
can publisher  had  made  a  reprint  of  it,  a  fire  in 
December,  1879,  destroyed  it.  Mr.  Osgood's  re- 
collections of  the  original  issue  was  that  it  was  a 
demy  octavo  in  size,  with  about  30  pages  of  text 
and  no  wrappers. 

Long  before  this  the  little  burletta  had  been 
practically  forgotten.  Forster  had  made  only 
the  slightest  mention  of  it,  and  nothing  definite 
was  known  concerning  it  until  1880,  when  Richard 
Heme  Shepherd,  in  a  contribution  to  a  London 
publication,  wrote  as  follows  :  "  The  existence  of 
such  a  piece  first  became  vaguely  known  to  and 
vaguely  suspected  by  me  from  a  loose  mention  of  it 
in  the  Era  Almanack  of  1868-9  or  thereabout,  at 
the  time  I  was  preparing  for  the  press  a  collection 
of  Dickens's  speeches,  in  the  introduction  to  which 
I  reproduced  without  addition  or  comment  the 
same  lax  statement,  which,  however,  has  since 
proved  to  be  perfectly  accurate."     Mr.  Shepherd 
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found  some  of  the  original  playbills,  which  settled 
the  doubt.  On  the  bills  of  the  first  performance, 
March  6,  1837,  there  was  no  reference  to  the 
authorship,  but  a  week  later,  the  occasion  being 
Harley's  benefit,  the  name  of  "  Boz  "  appeared  as 
the  author. 

There  were  surely  two  reprints  of  "Is  She  His 
Wife  ?  "  the  first  one  of  which  is  nearly  as  scarce  as 
the  scarcest  of  books,  a  census  accounting  for 
only  three  copies.  Walter  T.  Spencer,  a  London 
bookseller,  in  1902,  was  the  discoverer  of  the  first 
reprint,  which  is  supposed  to  have  been  issued  in 
the  later  '60's  or  early  '70's.  A  comparison  of  the 
paper  used  in  the  re-issue  of  "  The  Strange  Gentle- 
man," by  Chapman  &  Hall  in  1871  shows  a 
similarity  in  texture  and  composition.  The  pub- 
lishing firm  has  stated  that  it  is  the  inclination  to 
think  it  was  printed  by  either  Bradbury  &  Evans, 
or  Dickens  (Jr  ?)  &  Evans  prior  to  1873. 

This  reprint  thus  becomes  a  first  edition  owing 
to  the  utter  disappearance  of  the  real  first  edition 
of  1837.  The  American  reprint  made  by  Osgood, 
(Boston,  1877)  must  therefore  be  considered  of 
much  less  value.  Of  the  first  reprint  only  one  copy 
has  appeared  in  an  auction  room,  and  this  occasion 
was  on  December  14,  1911,  at  Anderson's,  New 
York.  As  far  as  can  be  determined,  it  was  the 
copy  sold  for  £35  by  Mr.  Spencer  to  George  W. 
Peavey,  of  Minneapolis,  Minn.,  whose  library  was 
the  one  sold  at  the  time  mentioned.  A  full 
description  in  the  auction  catalogue  was  as  follows  : 

Dickens  (Charles).     Is  She  His  Wife  ?  or  Some- 
thing Singular.     A  Comic  Burletta  in  one  Act. 
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12mo,  original  drab  wrappers,  in  a  brown 
levant  morocco  case  by  Zaehnsdorf.  n.p.,  n.d., 
but  probabty  London  in  the  late  sixties. 
Only  two  copies  known,  the  above  and  the  one  in 
a  private  collection  in  St.  Louis.  The  first 
time  a  copy  has  been  offered  for  sale  at  auction. 
This  issue  is  supposed  to  be  earlier  or  con- 
temporary with  the  re-issue  of,  The  Strange 
Gentleman,  of  1871,  and  therefore  earlier 
than  the  Boston  issue  of  1877.  No  copy  is 
known  to  exist  of  the  original  publication, 
which  Mr.  Osgood  says  was  "  supposed  to 
have  been  published  in  1837." 

This  copy  was  bought  by  a  Philadelphia  dealer 
for  $425. 

In  1913  the  catalogue  of  the  Grolier  Club  of 
New  York  stated  that  there  were  three  copies  known 
of  the  first  re-issue,  but  it  failed  to  say  where  the 
third  one  was  owned. 

The  title  page  of  the  London  publication  reads  : 
Is  She  His  Wife  ? /Or/Something  Singular. /A  Comic 
Burletta/In  One  Act. /By /Charles  Dickens.  The 
whole  is  embraced  in  a  rule  border  with  fancy 
comers. 

Collation.  Title,  with  "  First  Performed," 
etc.,  and  the  Dramatis  Personae,  on  the  reverse. 
Text  pp.  22  and  one  blank  leaf.  There  was  no 
back  wrapper. 

The  title  page  of  the  American  reprint  is  as 
follows  :  Is  She  His  Wife  ? /Or, /Something  Singular. 
/A  Comic  Burletta/In  One  Act. /By  Charles  Dickens. 
/(Woodcut)/Boston : /James  R.  Osgood  and  Com- 
pany,/late  Ticknor  &  Fields,  and  Fields,  Osgood 
&  CO./1877. 

180 


m 


IS  SHE  HIS  WIFE? 


OR 


SOMETHING    SINGULAR. 


A    COMIC     BURLETTA 


IN    ONE     ACT. 


CHARLES     DICKENS 


Title  page  of  "  Is  She  His  Wife  ?  "     This  is  the  very  rare  edition 

supposed  to  have  been  printed  in  the  early  70's. 

It  sold  for  |4^5  in  America, 
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It  was  a  16mo.  in  size,  bound  in  brown  cloth, 
80  pages  of  text  with  woodcuts,  and  several  leaves 
of  advertising  at  the  end.  The  price  was  50  cents. 
Pailthorpe  afterwards  made  a  frontispiece  for  it. 

Values. 

A  copy  sold  at  Sotheby's,  April,  1895,  for  £1  155. 
Another  copy  by  the  same  auctioneers.  May, 
1903,  went  for  £3.  At  Anderson's,  New  York, 
December,  1908,  a  fine  copy  brought  $13. 
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THE   LAMPLIGHTER 

*'  Unfortunate  little  farce  "  is  making  use  of  the 
Author's  own  language  concerning  this  play. 
Dickens  had  consented  to  write  it  for  William  C. 
Macready,  and  while  it  was  in  rehearsal  and  before 
it  was  ever  staged,  at  the  request  of  the  famous 
actor,  it  was  withdrawn.  A  few  years  after 
Dickens  re-wrote  it  into  a  story  and  it  served  as 
"The  Lamplighter's  Story"  for  *' The  Pic  Nic 
Papers." 

The  manuscript  was  not  in  Dickens's  handwriting 
and  was  found  by  Richard  Heme  Shepherd  in  the 
Forster  Collection  and  reprinted.  It  took  the  form 
of  a  pamphlet  of  forty-five  papers  in  a  blue-grey 
paper  wrapper  and  duodecimo  in  size.  The  edition 
was  limited  to  250  copies. 

The  title  was  as  follows  :  The  Lamplighter /A 
Farce/By/CharlesDickens./(1838)/NowFirstPrinted 
From  a  Manuscript  In  The/Forster  Collection  at 
the  South/Kensington  Museum/London/1879 

Values. 

With  a  limited  printing  this  playlet  has  become 
very  scarce.  The  demand  for  it  is  rather  modest, 
hence  the  smallness  of  the  prices.  At  Sotheby's, 
June,  1900,  a  re-bound  copy  was  sold  for  2  guineas. 
At  Anderson's,  New  York,  December,  1909,  a 
re-bound  copy  brought  $8 ;  at  this  sale  also  the 
corrected  proof  sheets  of  the  re-issue  in  a  solander 
case  went  for  $20;  December,  1911,  in  original 
wrappers  in  a  slip  case  by  Zaehnsdorf,  $15  ;  at 
Freeman's,  Philadelphia,  February,  1911,  fine 
copy  in  the  original  state,  $5. 
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PROLOGUE    TO    **THE    PATRICIAN'S 
DAUGHTER" 

In  1842  a  young  plajrwright  of  the  name  of 
J.  Westland  Marston  had  written  a  tragedy  in  five 
acts,  which  had  been  accepted  by  Macready  for 
the  Drury  Lane  Theatre.  Dickens  had  a  combined 
interest  in  the  author  and  the  actor,  and  he  sug- 
gested in  a  letter  to  Macready  that  to  make  the 
play  a  success,  to  "  get  the  curtain  up  with  a  dash, 
and  begin  the  play  with  a  sledge-hammer  blow." 
The  "  blow,"  he  further  suggested,  should  consist 
of  a  prologue  to  be  written  by  himself.  Dickens's 
offer  was  accepted,  and  Macready  recited  the  lines, 
which  were  vigorous  and  dignified  enough  to  carry 
the  play  to  a  great  success.  The  season  was 
opened  on  December  10,  1842,  when  the  48  lines 
were  first  heard.  The  prologue  was  reprinted  in 
the  Theatrical  Journal  and  Stranger^s  Guide  for 
December  17,  and  it  again  appeared  in  Vol.  I  of 
the  "  Letters  "  in  a  changed  condition. 

The  first  edition  of  the  play  (1841)  with  the 
prologue  was  printed  in  an  octavo  pamphlet  in 
paper  wrappers,  and,  owing  mainly  to  Dickens's 
contribution,  is  worth  about  £1. 
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MR.   NIGHTINGALE'S   DIARY 

The  Guild  of  Literature  and  Art  had  been  formed 
to  aid  indigent  artists  and  authors  and  to  provide 
free  homes  for  them.  Dickens  entered  into  the 
project  with  his  customary  energy,  although  he 
was  a  very  busy  man.  He  organised  the  Company 
of  Strolling  Players,  was  their  stage  manager  and 
had  promised  to  write  a  farce  for  their  production. 
But  a  pressure  of  time  prevented  the  writing,  and 
a  farce  constructed  by  Mark  Lemon,  editor  of 
Punch,  and  a  close  friend  of  Dickens,  was  chosen 
as  the  dramatic  vehicle.  In  process  of  rehearsal 
the  latter  made  so  many  alterations  to  the  little  play 
that  it  was  as  much  Dickens's  as  it  was  Lemon's. 
It  was  produced  with  fine  success  at  Devonshire 
House  on  May  16, 1851,  the  cast  including  Augustus 
Egg,  R.A.,  Dudley  Costello,  Wilkie  Collins,  Mark 
Lemon  and  Charles  Dickens. 

The  farce  was  privately  printed  for  Dickens  and 
of  this  first  issue  there  are  only  three  known  copies. 
Heretofore  bibliographers  have  had  knowledge  of 
only  the  copy  in  the  South  Kensington  Museum. 
The  Grolier  Club  exhibition  of  1913  unearthed  a 
copy  which  had  belonged  to  Wilkie  Collins.  It 
bore  his  signature  and  autograph  notes  for  his  part 
of  Lithers,  the  landlord.  Frederick  R.  Halsey, 
of  New  York,  is  the  owner  and  he  obtained  it  from 
the  Augustin  Daly  collection,  which  was  dispersed 
in  1900.  The  third  copy  is  in  a  private  collection 
in  America.     It  has  also  been  discovered  that  the 
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original  pamphlet  from  which  the  American  reprint 
was  made  in  Boston,  1877,  was  destroyed  with 
the  original  copy  of  "Is  She  His  Wife  ?  "  in  the 
Boston  fire  of  1879.  This  reprint  is  becoming 
very  scarce. 

The  original  title  page  :  Mr.  Nightingale's  Diary  : 
/A  Farce./In  One  Act. /By /(Blank)  London  :/1851. 

Collation.  Title  page,  with  imprint  on  the 
reverse,  and  two  unnumbered  leaves  of  Dramatis 
Personae ;    pp.  26. 

The  reprint  was  a  16mo,  bound  in  brown  and 
green  cloth,  the  title  page  of  which  reads  :  Mr. 
Nightingale's  Diary  :/A  Farce/In  One  Act. /By 
Charles  Dickens. /Boston  : /James  R.  Osgood  and 
Company, /late  Ticknor  &  Fields,  and  Fields, 
Osgood  &  Co./1877.  There  were  96  pages  of  text, 
and  the  price  50  cents.  Pailthorpe  etched  a 
frontispiece  for  it,  but  it  is  not  considered  to  be  a 
part  of  the  book. 

Values. 

At  Sotheby's,  April,  1895,  a  copy  went  for 
£1  135.  ;  May,  1903,  £2  10<s.  ;  December,  1903,  at 
Hodgson  &  Co.'s,  £1  125.  At  Anderson's,  New 
York,  December,  1908,  a  copy  sold  for  $15.  At 
Freeman's,  Philadelphia,  February,  1911,  it  real- 
ised $16. 
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THE   FROZEN  DEEP  AND  THE 
LIGHTHOUSE 

This  was  a  play  written  by  Wilkie  Collins  and 
produced  for  the  benefit  of  the  Douglas  Jerrold 
fund,  in  1856,  and  at  the  private  theatricals, 
Tavistock  House,  in  1857.  As  usual  with  a  play 
which  went  into  rehearsal  under  Dickens's  auspices 
it  came  out  improved.  The  changes  made  in 
this  instance  were  so  numerous  that  the  drama  may 
almost  be  attributed  to  Dickens.  To  "  The 
Lighthouse  "  he  contributed  the  prologue  as  well 
as  "  The  Song  of  the  Wreck."  Dickens  played 
parts  in  both  dramas.  He  re-arranged  "  The 
Frozen  Deep  "  for  reading  in  America,  and  the 
narrative  was  afterwards  published  in  Temple  Bar 
in  1874.  In  each  of  these  forms  it  differed  some- 
what from  the  dramatic  construction. 

"  The  Frozen  Deep  "  was  never  published,  but 
according  to  Kitton  in  his  "  Minor  Writings  of 
Charles  Dickens,"  (1900)  a  printed  copy  of  the  play 
*'  containing  stage  directions  written  on  the  mar- 
gins," etc.,  was  a  much- valued  item  in  the  late 
W.  R.  Hughes's  Collection.  It  was  sold  at  auction 
by  Sotheby  shortly  after  the  above  quotation  was 
written,  and  on  December  15,  1909,  it  was  again 
placed  under  the  hammer  at  Anderson's,  New 
York,  and  sold  for  the  paltry  sum  of  $20.  The 
catalogue  was  positive  in  saying  that  the  pamphlet 
was  the  one  Kitton  had  discovered  in  the  possession 
of  W.  R.  Hughes.  It  surely  was  a  unique  item, 
but  hardly  as  unique  as  the  price  it  brought.     In 
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the  same  auction  house,  December,  1911,  a  copy 
went  for  $190.  It  had  the  autograph  of  Wilkie 
CoUins  on  the  title  and  a  playbill  as  it  was  acted 
at  Tavistock  House.  In  addition  there  was  one 
page  4to.  in  the  autograph  of  Charles  Dickens, 
changing  the  first  part  of  Act  III.  Throughout 
the  text  there  were  marginal  alterations  in  the 
same  handwriting.  The  copy  was  said  to  have  been 
the  property  of  Mamie  Dickens,  the  novelist's 
daughter. 

The  title  :  The  Frozen  Deep. /A  Drama, /In  Three 
Acts./By/Wilkie  Collins./[Not  PubUshed.]  1866. 

Collation.  Title,  with  imprint  on  the  reverse  ; 
"  Persons  of  the  Drama,"  three  unnumbered  pages  ; 
text  running  from  pp.  5  (unnumbered)  to  46. 

It  was  a  16mo.  in  size,  bound  in  a  buff  paper 
wrapper. 

At  Sotheby's,  June,  1890,  the  manuscript  and 
promptbook  was  sold  for  £300. 
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NO  THOROUGHFARE 

This  was  a  stage  version  of  the  Christmas  Number 
of  All  the  Year  Bound.  Though  there  was  a  joinder 
of  interests  in  the  construction  of  the  story,  its 
dramatisation  was  wholly  the  work  of  Wilkie 
Collins,  aided  by  Charles  Fechter,  who  furnished 
the  advice  for  the  stage  details.  The  "  Overture  " 
of  the  tale  was  cancelled  and  a  prologue  written 
by  Dickens.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  when  the  story 
was  being  written,  the  possibilities  of  a  stage 
production  were  constantly  kept  in  view.  The 
four  acts  of  the  narrative  were  extended  to  five 
in  the  drama,  and  the  stage  incidents  were  altered 
somewhat  and  were  unlike  those  in  the  story. 

It  had  its  first  presentation  at  the  Adelphi 
Theatre  on  Boxing  Night  of  1867,  while  Dickens 
was  on  his  second  trip  to  America,  with  Fechter 
as  Obenreizer  and  Webster  as  Joey  Ladle.  The 
popularity  of  the  play  in  England,  France,  and 
America  was  undoubted,  the  plagiarisms  in  the 
United  States  astonishing  even  Dickens.  At  the 
Paris  Vaudeville  Theatre  it  appeared  in  a  French 
version  as  "  L'Abime,"  Dickens  travelling  to  the 
French  capital  to  manage  the  rehearsals. 

The  real  first  edition  of  the  drama  was  a  privately 
printed  one  with  the  date  1867.  The  American 
editions  by  DeWitt  and  French  were  issued  the 
following  year,  although  they  bear  no  date.  In 
size  the  London  issue  was  a  12mo  and  enclosed  in 
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a  buff  printed  paper  wrapper.  The  title :  No 
Thoroughfare. /A  Drama. /In  Five  Acts. /(Altered 
from  the  Christmas  Story,  for  Performance  on  the 
Stage.) /By /Charles  Dickens  and  Wilkie  Collins./ 
London  :/Published  At  The  Office  Of  All  The  Year 
Round,/26,  Wellington  Street. /1 867. /[Entered  At 
Stationers'  Hall.] 

Collation.  Title,  with  the  imprint  on  the 
reverse ;  "  Persons  of  the  Drama,"  three  un- 
numbered pages  ;  pp.  78  ;  one  unnumbered  leaf 
with  the  imprint  on  the  first  page. 

The  American  issues  are  included  in  DeWitt's 
Acting  Plays,  No.  14,  and  French's  Standard 
Drama,  No.  348.  Both  appeared  in  yellow  paper 
wrappers. 

On  Mr.  Fechter's  Acting. 

In  the  August  number  of  the  Atlantic  Monthly, 
1869,  Dickens  contributed  an  enthusiastic  and 
eloquent  article  on  the  fine  dramatic  ability  of  his 
friend,  Charles  Fechter,  without  whose  distin- 
guished services  "  No  Thoroughfare  "  would  have 
fallen  short  of  the  great  success  achieved.  It  was 
entitled  '*  On  Mr.  Fechter's  Acting,"  and  it  served 
as  an  introduction  of  the  actor  to  the  public  in 
America.  This  little  tribute  is  notable  in  that  it 
was  the  last  of  the  sketch  writing  done  by  Dickens. 
In  1872  it  was  reprinted  at  Leeds,  England,  in  12mo 
form  with  a  green  paper  wrapper  containing  the 
title.  This  read :  Charles  Dickens/On  Fechter's 
Acting  ; /Followed  By  The  Critical  Notices/( Ex- 
tracted from  the  London  Journals)/On  His  Hamlet, 
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Othello,/Ruy  Bias,  Lady  of  Lyons,/&c./J.  H.  Clark, 
Steam  Printer,  Leeds,/[1872]. 
There  were  twenty-four  pages  of  text. 

Values. 

The  privately  printed  first  issue  of  "  No 
Thoroughfare  "  is  very  scarce  and  prices  are  fairly 
high.  At  Sotheby's,  December,  1901,  a  copy  sold 
for  £5  125.  6d.  ;  May,  1903,  three  guineas  was  the 
price.  During  the  past  six  years  no  copy  has 
appeared  in  American  auctions. 
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Etc.,  and  to  Weekly  and  other  Publications,  some  of 
which  afterwards  appeared  in  Book  form,  such  as: 

The  Mudfog  Papers. 

To  be  Read  at  Dusk  (Pamphlet) 

A  Child's  Dream  of  a  Star. 

Old  Leaves. 

A  Curious  Dance  Round  a  Curious  Tree. 

The  Lazy  Tour  of  Two  Idle  Apprentices. 

To  be  Read  at  Dusk  (Book). 

Gone  Astray. 

A  Message  from  the  Sea. 

Between  the  Cradle  and  the  Grave. 

Hunted  Down. 

George  Silverman's  Explanation. 

Holiday  Romance. 

The  Gads  HiU  Gazette. 

Also  the  sketches  written  for  Household  Words  and 
All  the  Year  Round,  including  the  Christmas 
Stories  of  the  two  periodicals. 


PART  V 

CONTRIBUTIONS  TO  NEWSPAPERS, 

Etc. 

DICKENS  was  the  editorial  director  of  four 
distinct  publications  during  his  very  active 
career.  His  first  venture  was  with  Bentley^s 
Miscellany,  1837-39  ;  then  came  the  Daily  News 
in  1846.  Four  years  thereafter  he  established 
Household  Words,  which  in  1859  was  succeeded  by 
All  the  Year  Bound.  To  the  last  two  he  con- 
tributed much  important  matter  aside  from  the 
big  novels  which  ran  as  serials.  Recent  discoveries 
disclose  many  sketches  in  Household  Words  which 
had  never  been  credited  to  him.  Some  original 
publications  of  a  number  of  his  minor  stories  were 
had  in  American  periodicals. 

BENTLEY'S  MISCELLANY  (1837-39) 
Dickens's  connection  with  this  monthly  began 
with  the  first  number,  which  was  issued  on  January 
1,  1837,  and  ended  February,  1839,  when  the 
management  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  William 
Harrison  Ainsworth.  "  Oliver  Twist "  was  first 
published  in  the  Miscellany,  and  Dickens  contri- 
buted other  articles,  notably  a  series  called  "  The 
Mudfog  Papers,"  wliich  was  a  satire  on  the  numerous 
"  learned  "  societies  which  flourished  at  that  period. 
The  third  number  of  the  Miscellany  carried  a 
leaflet  of  three  pages  which  was  inserted  among 
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the  advertisements.  It  was  entitled  "  Extra- 
ordinary Gazette."  It  paraphrased  the  average 
Royal  speech,  and  by  the  use  of  bombastic  and 
ponderous  expressions  announced  the  coming  of 
"  Oliver  Twist."  Heading  it  there  was  a  clever 
portrait  sketch  of  "  Boz,"  drawn  by  H.  K.  Browne. 
This  leaflet  is  very  scarce  now,  and  probably  would 
bring  several  guineas  if  it  appeared  in  an  auction. 
A  copy  brought  £1  at  Puttick's  in  February,  1896. 
Dickens's  contributions  to  the  Miscellany  were  as 
follows  : 

Vol.  I.— 1837. 

January.  Public  Life  of  Mr.  Tulrumble,  once 
Mayor  of  Mudfog.  Signed  "  Boz,"  with  an  etching 
by  George  Cruikshank. 

February.  Beginning  of  Oliver  Twist ;  this 
ran  as  a  serial  until  March,  1839. 

March.  Stray  Chapters  by  "  Boz."  Chapter  I, 
The  Pantomime  of  Life. 

May.  Do.,  Chapter  II;  Some  Particulars  Con- 
cerning a  Lion.  Address  of  the  editor  on  the 
completion  of  the  First  Volume,  signed  "  Boz  " 
and  dated  London,  June,  1837. 

Vol.  IL— 1837. 
October.     FuU  Report  of  the  First  meeting  of 
the  Mudfog  Association  for  the  Advancement  of 
Everything.      Signed    "  Boz."      Address,    signed 
"  Boz,"  and  dated  "  30th  November,  1837." 

Vol.  IV.— 1838. 

August.  Mr.  Robert  Bolton,  the  Gentleman 
Connected  With  the  Press. 
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September.  Full  Report  of  the  Second  Meeting 
of  the  Mudfog  Association  for  the  Advancement  of 
Everything.  Unsigned  and  with  two  illustrations 
by  George  Cruikshank. 

Vol.  v.— 1839. 

February.  Familiar  Epistle  from  a  Parent  to  a 
Child  aged  two  years  and  two  months.  Signed 
"  Boz." 

This  was  Dickens's  valedictory  to  the  Miscellany 
and  the  relinquishment  of  management  to  his 
"  most  imtimate  and  valued  friend,  Mr.  Ainsworth." 

Values. 
The  first  twenty  volumes  of  Bentley's  Miscellany 
in  the  original  cloth  sold  for  £7  2s.  Qd.  at  Hodgson's, 
February,  1901  ;  the  first  forty  volumes  in  half- 
calf  during  the  same  year  at  Sotheby's  sold  for 
£8  125.  Qd.  Dealer's  prices  have  not  differed  much 
from  these  figures. 

THE  MUDFOG  PAPERS 

The  first  appearance  in  book  form  of  "  Public 
Life  of  Mr.  Tulrumble,  Once  Mayor  of  Mudfog," 
with  other  Tales  and  Sketches  from  Bentley's 
Miscellany  and  "  The  Library  of  Fiction,"  was 
published  by  Carey,  Lea  &  Blanchard,  of  Phila- 
delphia, in  1837.  A  copy  sold  at  Sotheby's  in 
June,  1896,  for  225. 

For  some  unexplainable  reason  "  The  Mudfog 
Papers  "  were  not  issued  in  book  form  until  1880 
under  the  following  title  :  The/Mudfog  Papers,/ 
etc. /By  Charles  Dickens, /Author  of  "  The  Pickwick 
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Papers,"  etc.  /  Now  First  Collected.  /  London  : 
Richard  Bentley  and  Son, /Publishers  in  Ordinary 
to  Her  Majesty  the  Queen.  1880. /(All  Rights 
Reserved)./ 

Collation.  Four  preliminary  pages  and  text 
pp.  198. 

Values. 

"  The  Mudfog  Papers  "  and  "  The  Extraordinary 
Gazette,"  extracted  from  Bentley' s  Miscellany, 
and  bound  in  morocco,  sold  at  Sotheby's,  April, 
1904,  for  18.9.  At  Anderson's,  New  York,  Decem- 
ber, 1909,  a  copy  of  "  The  Mudfog  Papers,"  (1880) 
bound  by  Riviere  with  the  original  covers  and 
advertisements  preserved,  went  for  $8.50  ;  Free- 
man's, Philadelphia,  February,  1911,  sold  a  copy 
in  the  original  state  for  $9.  In  December,  1911, 
at  Anderson's,  a  rebound  copy  sold  for  $11. 


DURHAM  ADVERTISER  (1838) 

In  the  issue  of  February  10  there  appeared  a 
letter  signed  Charles  Dickens,  indignantly  refuting 
a  statement  in  the  previous  issue  of  the  paper 
made  by  Dr.  R.  Shelton  Mackenzie,  who  afterwards 
wrote  a  Life  of  Dickens.     (Philadelphia,  1870.) 


HOOD'S  MAGAZINE  (1844) 

For  this  little  magazine,  the  full  name  of  which 
was  Hood's  Magazine  and  Comic  Miscellany y 
bearing  the  date  May,  1844,  Dickens  wrote  a 
satirical  sketch  in  the  shape  of  a  "  Threatening 
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Letter  to  Thomas  Hood,  from  an  Ancient  Gentle- 
man." The  letter  was  signed  "  Constant  Reader," 
and  dated  April  23,  1844.  It  was  a  strenuous  ob- 
jection to  the  hero  worship  which  grew  out  of  the 
presence  of  "  General "  Tom  Thumb  in  England. 
Dickens  remarked  that  in  order  to  obtain  recog- 
nition at  Court  was  not  to  be  possessed  of  in- 
tellectual merit,  but  to  be  a  freak  by  nature,  such 
as  a  dwarf  or  a  giant. 

Hood's  journal  was  issued  in  parts  and  the  one 
containing  the  Dickens  contribution  is  now  worth 
from  £1  to  £2. 

THE  KEEPSAKE  (1844  and  1852),  and  TO  BE 
READ  AT  DUSK 

Lady  Blessington  was  the  editor  of  this  fashion- 
able little  annual  in  the  year  first  mentioned,  and 
at  her  solicitation  Dickens  contributed  a  poem  of 
32  lines,  entitled  "  A  Word  In  Season,"  which 
was  reprinted  in  Forster's  "  Life."  Copies  of  the 
Keepsake  are  worth  about  £1. 

In  1852,  after  Lady  Blessington  had  withdrawn 
from  the  publication  in  favour  of  her  niece. 
Marguerite  Power,  Dickens  sent  "To  Be  Read  at 
Dusk."  Owing  to  the  strength  of  what  was 
known  as  the  Gore  House  Set,  Thackeray,  Carlyle, 
Tennyson  and  Lytton  contributed  articles.  With 
all  these  powerful  names  copies  of  the  Keepsake 
are  of  no  great  value,  but  this  is  not  true  of  the 
Dickens  sketch,  when  it  is  met  in  the  shape  of  the 
privately  printed  re-issue  with  the  date  1852. 
It  is  now  excessively  rare  and  in  much  demand, 
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with  resulting  high  prices.  Kitton,  in  "  The 
Minor  Writings  of  Charles  Dickens  "  was  in  error 
when  he  wrote  on  p.  82  that  there  is  only  one  copy 
known  of  the  pamphlet.  The  writer  knows  of  at 
least  five  copies,  and  there  are  doubtlessly  many 
more. 

The  title  page  of  the  Keepsake  reads :  The/ 
Keepsake/ 1852. /Edited  by /Miss  Power. /[Five  lines] 
/London  : /David  Bogue,  86  Fleet  Street : /Bangs, 
Brothers,  and  Co.,  New  York ;  H.  Mandeville, 
Paris./1852. 

It  was  an  octavo  in  size  with  a  frontispiece  and 
plates.  "  To  be  read  at  Dusk  "  ran  from  p.  117 
to  131. 

Title  of  the  pamphlet :  To  Be  Read/ At/Dusk./ 
By /Charles  Dickens. /London  :/1852. 

Collation.  The  title  page  was  the  wrapper, 
on  the  reverse  of  which  London  : /Printed  by  G. 
Barclay,  Castle  St.  Leicester  Sq.  Text  (III) — 19, 
the  last  page  of  the  pamphlet  being  blank  and 
carrying  the  same  imprint  as  above.  It  was 
octavo  in  size. 

Values. 

Within  the  last  five  years  American  auction 
prices  have  been  very  high.  A  London  dealer  in  a 
1912  catalogue  demanded  fifteen  guineas  for  a 
copy  without  any  protecting  case.  Kitton  says 
that  the  price  fixed  in  1891  for  "  this  presumably 
unique  impression,"  to  use  his  language,  was  £26  bs. 
A  rebound  copy  sold  by  Sotheby,  in  May,  1903, 
brought  only  £5.  At  Anderson's,  New  York, 
December,  1908,  a  fine  copy  enclosed  in  a  full  green 
solander  case,  was  sold  for  $101  ;  December,  1911, 

198 


TO    BE    BEAD 


AT 


DUSK. 


BY 


CHARLES   DICKENS. 


LONDON: 
1862. 


Wrapper  and  Title  page  of  the  privately  printed  issue  of 

"To   be   read   at   Dusk."     It  is  veiy  rare  and  the  prices 

range  from  |100  upwards. 
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in  a  Zaehnsdorf  slip  case,  $70.  Freeman's,  Phila- 
delphia, February,  1911,  disposed  of  a  copy  re- 
bound in  calf  by  Zaehnsdorf,  uncut,  t.e.g.  for  $115. 
A  Philadelphia  dealer  had  a  copy  for  which  he 
asked  $125. 

THE  EXAMINER  (1839-41,  1843,  1848-49) 

John  Forster  was  the  editor  of  this  publication, 
and  at  an  earlier  period  it  had  for  members  of  its 
staff  such  literary  giants  as  Charles  Lamb  and 
William  Hazlitt.  During  Forster' s  incumbencj^ 
Dickens  extracted  considerable  pleasure  in  sticking 
pins  into  the  Tories.  Identification  of  his  con- 
tributions is  now  fairly  exact.  Richard  Heme 
Shepherd  and  Frederic  G.  Kitton  have  been  the 
pioneers  in  this  direction.  But  neither  was  success- 
ful in  tracing  the  genesis  of  quite  a  number  of 
hitherto  unknown  papers.  When  B.  W.  Matz, 
probably  the  best  of  the  Dickensians,  began  his 
labours  as  the  editor  of  the  National  Edition  of  the 
Works  of  Charles  Dickens  (London,  1906-08),  he 
succeeded  in  making  discoveries  which  will  always 
be  considered  notable.  The  complete  list  of  papers 
which  appeared  in  the  Examiner  are  herewith  given 
as  printed  in  the  National  Edition,  the  latest 
identification  being  indicated  by  an  asterisk. 

1838. 
*February  4.     The  Restoration  of  Shakespeare's 
"  Lear  "  to  the  Stage.     On  the  MS.  in  the  Forster 
Collection  the  title  was  Macready  as  "  King  Lear." 

1839. 
March  31.     Scott  and  His  Publishers,  No.  I. 
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September  29,  Scott  and  His  Publishers,  No.  II. 
Being  a  reply  to  Mr.  Lockhart's  Pamphlet  entitled 
*'  The  Ballantyne  Humbug  Handled." 

1841. 

August  7,  The  Fine  Old  English  Gentleman. 
Eight  stanzas  of  verse  in  48  lines. 

August  14,  The  Quack  Doctor's  Proclamation, 
in  nine  stanzas,  making  36  lines. 

August  21,  Subjects  For  Painters.  A  squib  in 
verse,  making  70  lines. 

1842. 
July  16,  International  copyright.     This  appeared 
also  in  the  Athenceum  and  other  publications. 

1843. 

March  4,  Macready  as  "  Benedick." 
June  3,  Report  of  the  Commissioners  Appointed 
to    Inquire   into    the    Condition   of    the   Persons 
variously  Engaged  in  the  University  of  Oxford. 

1848. 

*April  22,  Ignorance  and  Crime.  In  the  MS.  it 
bears  the  title  London  Crime. 

June  24,  The  Chinese  Junk. 

July  8,  Cruikshank's  "  The  Drunkard's  Children." 

August  19,  The  Niger  Expedition  (review). 

December  9,  The  Poetry  of  Science  (review). 

December  16,  The  American  Panorama. 

*December  23.  Judicial  Special  Pleading. 

*December  30,  Edinburgh  Apprentice  School 
Association. 

December  30,  Leech's  "  The  Rising  Generation  " 
(review). 
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1849. 

♦January  20,  The  Paradise  at  Tooting. 

♦January  27,  The  Tooting  Farm. 

♦April  21,  The  Verdict  For  Drouet. 

♦May  12,  "  Virginie  "  and  "  Black-Eyed  Susan  " 
(review). 

July  21,  An  American  in  Europe  (review). 

December  15,  Court  Ceremonies. 

"  The  Spirit  of  Chivalry  in  Westminster  Hall " 
appeared  in  Douglass  Jerrold^s  Shilling  Magazine 
for  August,  1845. 

THE  DAILY  NEWS  (1846) 

Dickens's  connection  with  this  newspaper  was  a 
brief  one,  as  has  been  stated  in  another  portion  of 
this  Bibliography.  His  principal  contributions 
were  his  so-called  Travelling  Sketches,  which 
afterwards  were  collected  and  became  "  Pictures 
From  Italy.  "  In  addition  he  wrote  "  The  British 
Lion.  A  New  Song,  but  an  Old  Story."  It  was 
signed  Catnach  and  appeared  in  the  issue  of 
January  24.  "  The  Hymn  of  the  Wiltshire  La- 
bourers," a  poem  of  five  stanzas,  was  printed  on 
February  14,  and  signed  with  his  full  name.  On 
March  9,  13,  and  16  there  were  published  three 
long  contributions  which  were  called  "  Letters  on 
Social  Questions — Capital  Punishment."  All  were 
signed  Charles  Dickens.  These  letters  had  much 
to  do  with  the  abolition  of  public  executions. 
Afterwards  they  appeared  in  an  eight-page  pamph- 
let with  an  introduction  by  the  publisher,  Dyson, 
High   Street,   Shoreditch,   dated  November  21st, 

1849. 
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HOUSEHOLD  WORDS  (1850-1859) 

Several  references  have  been  made  previously 
to  the  manner  in  which  this  little  periodical  first 
took  form  in  the  mind  of  Charles  Dickens.  Its 
evolution  embraced  a  period  of  fully  five  years  to 
reach  the  point  when  publication  began.  There 
was  much  difficulty  in  the  selection  of  the  title, 
and  when  that  was  decided  upon  there  came  the 
editorial  admonition  which  was  never  forgotten, 
namely,  to  "  Keep  Household  Words  Imaginative." 
The  first  number  appeared  on  Saturday,  March  30, 
1850,  and  four  months  thereafter  Dickens  was 
enabled  to  write  to  a  friend  that "  Household  Words 
goes  on  thoroughly  well.  It  is  expensive,  of  course, 
and  demands  a  large  circulation ;  but  it  is  taking 
a  great  and  steady  stand,  and  I  have  no  doubt 
already  yields  a  good  round  profit." 

The  journal  was  the  joint  property  of  Dickens, 
Bradbury  &  Evans,  Wills  and  Forster,  the  division 
being  Dickens  one-half,  the  printers  one-fourth, 
and  Wills  and  Forster  one-eighth  each.  The  price 
was  2d.  weekly. 

Since  the  publication  of  the  last  bibliographies 
of  importance,  namely,  Kitton's  Minor  Writings 
of  Charles  Dickens  (London,  1900)  and  Thomson's 
Bibliography  of  Dickens  (Warwick,  1904),  research 
on  the  part  of  B.  W.  Matz  has  disclosed  about 
eighty  unidentified  writings  of  Dickens  which 
appeared  in  Household  Words.  Frederic  G.  Kitton, 
assisted  by  Charles  Dickens,  Jr.,  had  made  heroic 
efforts  to  trace  some  of  the  work  actually  done  by 
the  Author.     This,  however,  was  made  difficult  of 
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success  on  account  of  the  habit  of  Dickens  to  re- 
write such  articles  as  were  unsuitable  to  his  wishes, 
or  to  "  edit  "  them  until  they  were  almost  liis  in  a 
literary  sense. 

When  the  National  Edition  was  contemplated, 
what  was  known  as  the  "  Contributors'  Book " 
came  to  light.  It  was  and  is  still  in  the  possession 
of  R.  C.  Lehmann,  M.P.,  who  with  singular 
courtesy  placed  it  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Matz,  for 
the  purpose,  as  Mr.  Lehmann  stated,  "  to  help 
carry  out  the  '  National '  undertaking  in  hand  of 
making  a  complete  edition  of  the  Works  of  England's 
National  Novelist."  In  this  book  there  was  set 
out  the  titles  of  all  papers,  names  of  the  writers 
and  the  price  paid,  all  under  the  weekly  date  of 
issue. 

In  Vol.  XXXV  of  the  National  Edition^  which 
is  the  first  of  two  volumes  entitled  "  Miscellaneous 
Papers,  Plays  and  Poems,"  is  an  introduction  by 
B.  W.  Matz  which  is  authority  for  most  of  the  new 
bibliographical  matter  here  being  utilised  and 
full  credit  is  most  graciously  given.  This  edition, 
unfortunately  for  Dickens  lovers,  was  limited  to 
750  copies  for  England  and  America,  with  the  result 
that  many  were  unable  to  know  the  importance 
and  thoroughness  of  this  great  publication.  For 
instance,  the  volume  prepared  by  Frederic  G. 
Kitton,  entitled  "  To  Be  Read  At  Dusk";  and  other 
Stories,  Sketches  and  Essays,  by  Charles  Dickens, 
published  by  George  Redway  (London,  1898), 
contains  a  paper  entitled  "  By  Rail  to  Parnassus," 
credited  to  Dickens  ;  the  "  Contributors'  Book  " 
shows  that  it  was  the  product  of  Henry  Morley's 
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pen.  Also  "  Rochester  and  Chatham,"  which  is 
a  portion  of  the  sketch  "  One  Man  in  a  Dockyard," 
a  collaboration  by  Dickens  and  R.  H.  ("  Orion  ") 
Home.  "  Miscellaneous  Papers  "  is  now  included 
in  most  of  the  editions  published  by  Chapman  & 
Hall. 

In  the  list  which  follows,  only  those  are  given 
which  were  entirely  the  product  of  Dickens's  pen, 
those  recently  traced  being  indicated  by  an  asterisk. 

1850. 

March  30,  Address  in  the  First  Number  of 
Household  Words. 

March  30,  The  Amusements  of  the  People.  First 
Paper. 

April  6,  A  Child's  Dream  of  a  Star. 

April  6,  Perfect  Felicity  in  a  Bird's-Eye  View. 

April  13,  The  Amusements  of  the  People,  Second 
Paper. 

*April  20,  Some  Account  of  an  Extraordinary 
Traveller. 

April  27,  Pet  Prisoners. 

May  11,  From  the  Raven  in  the  Happy  Family, 
First  Paper. 

May  18,  The  Begging  Letter  Writer. 

*May  18,  A  Card  from  Mr.  Booley. 

May  25,  A  Walk  in  a  Workhouse. 

June  8,  From  the  Raven  in  the  Happy  Family, 
Second  Paper. 

June  15,  Old  Lamps  For  New  Ones. 

June  22,  The  Sunday  Screw. 

July  20,  The  Ghost  of  Art. 

July  27,  A  Detective  Police  Party,  First  Paper. 
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August  10,  A  Detective  Police  Party,  Second 
Paper. 

August  24,  From  the  Raven  in  the  Happy  Family, 
Third  Paper. 

September  14,  Three  "  Detective  "  Anecdotes. 

*  October  12,  The  "  Good  "  Hippopotamus. 
October  19,  A  Poor  Man's  Tale  of  a  Patent. 
October  26,  Lively  Turtle. 

*November  23,  A  Crisis  in  the  Affairs  of  Mr. 
John  Bull. 

*November  30,  Mr.  Booley's  View  of  the  Last 
Lord  Mayor's  Show. 

December  14,  A  December  Vision. 

1851. 

*January  4,  The  Last  Words  of  the  Old  Year. 

*  January  11,  Railway  Strikes. 
*February  15,  Red  Tape. 

February  22,  Births — Mrs.  Meek,  of  a  Son. 
March  8,  A  Monument  of  French  Folly. 
March  22,  Bill-Sticking. 
May  10,  The  Guild  of  Literature  and  Art. 
*May  17,  The  Finishing  Schoolmaster. 
June  14,  On  Duty  With  Inspector  Field. 
June  28,  A  Few  Conventionalities. 
*July  12,  A  Narrative  of  Extraordinary  Suffer- 
ing. 

August  2,  Our  Watering  Place. 
August  23,  Whole  Hogs. 
August  30,  A  Flight. 
October  11,  Our  School. 
*November  8,  Sucking  Pigs. 
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1852. 
*Marcli  31,  A  Sleep  to  Startle  Us. 
April  24,  A  Plated  Article. 
*June  26,  Betting  Shops. 
July  31,  Our  Honourable  Friend. 
August  28,  Our  Vestry. 
October  9,  Our  Bore. 
October  30,  Lying  Awake. 
November  27,  Trading  in  Death. 

1853. 

*  January  1,  Where  We  Stopped  Growing. 
February  5,  Down  With  the  Tide. 
^February  12,  Proposals  For  Amusing  Posterity. 
*April  23,  Home  for  Homeless  Women. 
*May  7,  The  Spirit  Business. 

June  11,  The  Noble  Savage. 
*July  23,  A  Haunted  House. 

*  August  13,  Gone  Astray. 
October  1,  Fraud  on  the  Fairies. 
*October  8,  Things  that  Cannot  be  Done. 
December  31,  The  Long  Voyage. 

1854. 
January  21,  Fire  and  Snow. 
*February  11,  On  Strike. 
March  25,  The  Late  Mr.  Justice  Talfourd. 
*September  2,  It  is  Not  Generally  Known. 
*September  23,  Legal  and  Equitable  Jokes. 
October  7,  To  Working  Men. 
November  4,  Our  French  Watering  Place. 
*November  11,  An  Unsettled  Neighbourhood. 
*November  18,  Reflections  of  a  Lord  Mayor. 
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♦November  25,  Mr.  Bull's  Somnambulist. 

♦December  2,  The  Lost  Arctic  Voyagers,  First 
Paper. 

♦December  9,  The  Lost  Arctic  Voyagers,  Second 
Paper. 

1855. 

February  3,  That  Other  Public. 
February  10,  Gaslight  Fairies. 
February  17,  Prince  Bull :   a  Fairy  Tale. 
♦March  10,  Gone  to  the  Dogs. 
♦March  24,  Fast  and  Loose. 
April  21,  The  Thousand  and  One  Humbugs,  I. 
April  28,  The  Thousand  and  One  Humbugs,  II. 
May  5,  The  Thousand  and  One  Humbugs,  III. 
♦May  26,  The  Toady  Tree. 
♦June  9,  Cheap  Patriotism. 
June  23,  Smuggled  Relations. 
August  4,  The  Great  Baby. 
August  11,  Our  Commission. 
August  25,  The  Worthy  Magistrate. 
September  29,  Out  of  Town. 
♦November   3,   A   Slight   Depreciation   of   the 
Currency. 

1856. 

♦January  19,  Insularities. 
January  26,  A  Nightly  Scene  in  London. 
February  2,  The  Friend  of  the  Lions. 
♦March  1,  Why  ? 

May  3,  Proposals  For  a  National  Jest  Book. 
♦May  10,  Railway  Dreaming. 
June  14,  The  Demeanour  of  Murderers. 
♦August  30,  Nobody,  Somebody  and  Everybody. 
♦October  11,  The  Murdered  Person. 

207 


CHARLES  DICKENS 

1857. 

*January  3,  Murderous  Extremes. 

*March  7,  Stores  For  the  First  of  April. 

*June  20,  The  Best  Authority. 

August  1,  Curious  Misprint  in  the  Edinburgh 
Revieiu. 

October  3-31,  The  Lazy  Tour  of  Two  Idle 
Apprentices  (a  collaboration  with  Wilkie  Collins). 

1858. 

♦February  20,  Well-authenticated  Rappings. 

*March  13,  An  Idea  of  Mine. 

*May  1,  Please  To  Leave  Your  Umbrella. 

June  12,  Personal  (a  statement  concerning  the 
novelist's  separation  from  his  wife). 

1859. 

*  January  1.  New  Year's  Day. 
February  5,  Douglass  Jerrold. 
May  28,  All  the  Year  Round. 
May  28,  A  Last  Household  Word. 

At  intervals  there  appeared  in  Household  Words 
two  features  under  the  general  headings  of  "  Chips  " 
and  "  Supposings."  They  consisted  of  brief  con- 
tributions by  various  writers.  Those  written  by 
Dickens  were  printed  on  the  dates  which  follow  : 

*  Chips  :  July  6,  1850,  no  heading  ;  September 
21,  1850,  The  Individuality  of  Locomotives ; 
November   15,    1851,   Homoeopathy ;    March   13, 

1852,  The  Fine  Arts  in  Australia ;    January  15, 

1853,  The  Ghost  of  the  Cock  Lane  Ghost  Wrong 
Again ;    February  4,  1854,  Ready  Wit. 

♦Supposing  :  April  20,  1850  ;  August  10,  1850  ; 
July  7,  1851  ;  September  6,  1851  ;  February  10, 
1855.     Each  was  printed  without  a  heading. 
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A  CHILD'S  DREAM  OF  A  STAR 

Five  of  the  papers  which  appeared  in  Household 
Words  were  pubHshed  afterwards  in  book  form. 
"  A  Child's  Dream  of  a  Star  "  was  duodecimo  in 
size,  bound  in  brown  and  also  green  cloth,  with  a 
gilt  design  on  the  front  cover,  gilt  edges  and  brown 
end  papers.  The  title  :  A  Child's  Dream/Of /A  Star./ 
By  Charles  Dickens.  /With  Illustrations  By  Hammatt 
BiUings. /Boston  :/Fields,  Osgood  &  Co./1871. 

Collation.  Fifteen  leaves  with  the  text  on  one 
side  only,  bordered  by  red  lines.  There  are  ten  full 
page  pictures  by  Billings,  engraved  on  wood  by 
Linton,  together  with  woodcut  initial  and  tail 
pieces. 

Another  printing  was  a  private  one  dated  London, 
1899.  It  was  a  24mo,  with  a  Hght  blue  glazed- 
paper  wrapper,  printed  in  blue  and  gold. 

OLD  LEAVES 
Issued  in  1860  by  WiUiam  H.  Wills,  Dickens's 
chief  assistant  editor  of  Household  Words,  it  is  of 
interest  in  indicating  those  articles  prepared  by 
Wills  in  collaboration  with  Dickens.  These  were 
the  following  :  Valentine's  Day  at  the  Post  Office, 
The  Heart  of  Mid-London,  A  Popular  Delusion, 
The  Old  Lady  in  Threadneedle  Street,  Two 
Chapters  on  Bank  Note  Forgeries,  Plate  Glass, 
Spitalfields,  The  Metropolitan  Protectives,  Epsom, 
My  Uncle,  A  Curious  Dance  Round  a  Curious  Tree, 
Post  Office  Money  Orders,  A  Plated  Article,* 
Received — A  Blank  Child,  Idiots. 

*  This  appears  in  Reprinted  Pieces,  1858,  containing  the  articles 
which  Dickens  collected  during  his  life-time  as  being  his  own  pro- 
ductions.    The  chances  are  that  this  sketch  was  wholly  Dickens. 
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It  was  a  12mo  in  size  and  had  a  cream-coloured 
binding.  The  title  :  Old  Leaves  : /Gathered  From 
Household  Words. /By  W.  Henry  Wills. /London  :/ 
Chapman  and  Hall,   193,  Piccadilly. /MDCCCLX'. 

Collation.  Title,  dedication  to  Charles  Dickens, 
and  a  Table  of  Contents,  (I) — VI ;  pp.  (I) — 
437,  with  an  imprint  on  the  reverse  of  the  last 
page. 

The  book  is  of  small  value  and  seldom  comes 
up  in  the  auction  rooms. 

A  CURIOUS  DANCE  ROUND  A  CURIOUS 
TREE 

The  uncertainties  attaching  to  this  little  book 
have  been  at  last  cleared  away,  and  this  Biblio- 
graphy is  the  first  one  to  announce  it.  Two 
disputed  points  have  always  been  these  :  Did  or 
did  not  Dickens  write  the  booklet,  and,  if  so,  what 
was  his  share  of  the  composition  ?  What  is  a 
genuine  first  issue  of  the  pamphlet  ? 

To  quote  previous  bibliographers  concerning 
the  first  contention  :  Dexter  (1890)  says  :  "  '  A 
Curious  Dance  Round  A  Curious  Tree '  supposed 
to  have  been  written  by  Dickens,  whose  name  it 
bears  on  the  title  (cover)  was  in  reality  written  by 
W.  H.  WiUs." 

Johnson  (1885) — "  There  are  two  editions  of 
this  little  pamphlet,  which  was  written  by  Mr. 
W.  H.  Wills  and  originally  published  in  All  The 
Year  Roundr{t) 

Thomson  (1904)  used  Kitton  as  the  authority 
for  the  statement  that  the  authorship  is  to  be 
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ascribed  to  Dickens  "  but  on  rather  inconclusive 
evidence." 

Shepherd  gave  full  credit  to  Dickens,  but  failed 
to  furnish  the  basis  for  this  conclusion. 

The  discovery  of  the  original  manuscript  in  the 
library  of  the  late  M.  C.  D.  Borden,  of  New  York, 
was  most  important,  and  it  was  made  in  a  most 
opportune  time  for  the  purposes  of  this  Biblio- 
graphy. There  can  be  no  doubt  that  this  manu- 
script must  have  disappeared  shortly  after  it  was 
written  for  the  printer  in  1852,  and  that  it  has 
remained  submerged  until  it  reached  the  hands  of 
a  New  York  dealer,  who  sold  it  to  Mr.  Borden. 
The  fact  that  the  manuscript  had  been  handled 
by  an  American  dealer  had  been  known  to  several 
collectors,  and  from  this  point  all  information 
ended. 

When  the  Borden  library  came  up  for  auction 
in  February,  1913,  it  was  found  that  the  manuscript 
was  a  part  of  a  magnificent  Dickens  collection. 
The  description  of  the  item  as  it  appeared  in  the 
catalogue  of  the  American  Art  Association,  in- 
cluding a  discernible  error,   was  as  follows  : 

— 1852.  A  CuBious  Dance  Round  a  Curious 
Tree.  By  Charles  Dickens.  No  title-page, 
date  or  printer.     16mo.     [London,  I860.] 

With  the  original  purple  wrappers  preserved, 
and  a  descriptive  letter  inserted. 

This  little  pamphlet  was  supposed  to  have 
been  written  by  W.  H.  Wills,  and  was  originally 
published  in  All  the  Year  Bound. 
Also,  the  Original  Manuscript.  This  volume 
is  accompanied  with  the  original  manuscript 
in  the  handwriting  of  Charles  Dickens,  being 
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the  copy  used  by  the  printer  for  217  lines  out 
of  393  of  the  printed  text,  of  the  first  sketch, 
which  gives  the  title  to  the  book.  Written 
on  eleven  12mo  sheets.  The  existence  of  this 
manuscript  proves  conclusively  the  falsity 
of  the  often  republished  statement  that  Dickens 
had  hardly  anything  to  do  with  this  pamphlet. 
It  proves  at  least  that  he  wrote,  corrected, 
and  re-corrected  for  the  printer  considerably 
more  than  haK  of  the  particular  article  which 
gives  the  title  to  the  book. 

Unfortunately  for  those  interested  in  values 
this  item  was  sold  with  the  entire  Dickens  collection 
for  $8400.  The  discovery  of  this  manuscript  is 
of  vast  importance  in  settling  a  bibUographical 
dispute. 

The  little  sketch  first  saw  the  light  in  Household 
Words  of  January  17,  1852.  With  the  consent  of 
Dickens,  the  management  of  St.  Luke's  Hospital 
for  Lunatics,  in  1860,  issued  it  in  pamphlet  form 
as  a  means  of  obtaining  funds.  Clearly  there  are 
two  issues  of  the  first  edition  of  this  brochure. 
In  the  first,  the  character  of  the  type  in  the  body 
of  the  book  was  unchanged  throughout.  Perhaps 
the  returns  in  a  financial  way  were  not  satisfactory, 
and  it  was  decided  to  print  a  second  issue.  In  this 
the  appeal  for  funds  was  emphasised  by  bold-faced 
type.  The  first  issue  was  in  a  purple  paper 
wrapper  and  the  second  in  a  pink  one.  With  the 
latter,  in  addition  to  the  variation  in  type,  there 
was  also  a  stamped  and  addressed  envelope,  in 
which  to  make  the  returns  of  the  contributions 
to  the  hospital.     If  this  was  done  in  the  case  of 
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the  issue  in  purple  it  has  not  come  to  the  notice 
of  the  writer. 

Many  American  cataloguers  have  been  in  the 
habit  of  writing  that  "  Mr.  Slater  in  his  Early 
Editions  is  in  error  in  describing  this  item,  as  copies 
in  pink  wrappers  and  with  the  last  paragraph  on 
p.  19  printed  in  heavy  type  are  by  Dickens 
authorities  considered  the  first  issue."  Based 
upon  diligent  investigation  and  many  inquiries 
made  of  "  Dickens  authorities,"  it  must  be  stated 
that  Mr.  Slater  was  not  in  error  when  he  wrote 
that  the  pink  wrapper  and  heavy  type  is  a  second 
issue.  The  first  issue  was  in  a  purple  wrapper 
and  without  the  heavy  type. 

One  of  these  authorities,  in  whom  the  writer  has 
the  greatest  faith,  writes  from  London  under  the 
date  of  December,  1912 :  "  With  reference  to 
*  A  Curious  Dance  Round  a  Curious  Tree,'  the  first 
issue  has  the  concluding  paragraph  in  the  same 
type  as  the  rest  of  the  pamphlet.  The  later  issue 
has  this  paragraph  in  heavier  type,  the  reason 
given  is  that  the  hospital  authorities,  in  sending 
out  the  pamphlet  again  and  again,  wished  to 
emphasise  this  last  paragraph,  as  in  it  they  appealed 
for  funds  ;  they  consequently  printed  it  in  a  black 
type." 

Descriptions  of  the  two  issues  follow.  Both 
were  12mo  in  size  and  the  wrappers  were  the  title 
pages.  The  first  issue  had  a  purple  wrapper 
worded  :  A  Curious  Dance/Round  A  Curious  Tree./ 
By/Charles  Dickens.     [I860.] 

With  the  period  after  "  Tree  "  and  before  the 
last  seven  lines  on  p.  19  were  in  black  type. 
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Collation.     Cover  (title)  ;    text  pp.  [1] — 19. 

On  the  pink  wrapper  the  wording  was  as  follows  : 
A  Curious  Dance/Round  A  Curious  Tree, /By/ 
Charles  Dickens.     [I860.] 

In  the  second  issue  there  was  a  different  border 
around  the  title,  and  with  a  comma  in  place  of  a 
period  after  "  Tree."  There  was  no  variation  in 
the  collation,  with  the  exception  of  the  use  of 
heavy  type  on  the  last  seven  lines  of  p.  19. 

Values. 

The  issue  with  the  pink  cover  and  the  heavy  type 
may  be  said  to  be  much  more  common  than  the 
first  issue,  which  is  very  rare.  With  the  exact 
knowledge  of  Dickens's  relation  to  the  pamphlet 
undoubtedly  prices  for  both  issues  will  increase  in 
value.  At  Sotheby's,  February,  1896,  a  copy 
bound  in  morocco  sold  for  £1  19s.  ;  March,  1897, 
for  £1  105.  ;  March,  1899,  for  £1  125.  In  the  fore- 
going quotations  it  was  not  indicated  whether  the 
copies  were  of  the  first  or  second  issue.  Hodgson  & 
Co.,  October,  1903,  sold  a  copy  with  the  pink 
wrapper  for  £1  lOs.  At  Anderson's,  New  York, 
December,  1908,  a  copy  in  pink  with  the  return 
envelope,  went  for  $13.  It  was  described  as  a 
first  issue. 

An  unique  copy  was  sold  by  Anderson's,  March, 
1912.  The  description  went  on  to  say  :  "  Inserted 
are  the  stamped  wrapper,  uncancelled,  for  mailing 
the  pamphlet,  a  stamped  and  addressed  envelope 
to  the  secretary  of  the  hospital,  and  a  statement  of 
a  previous  owner  to  the  effect  that  he  got  the  book 
from  the  hospital  authorities  in  1886,  and  that  it 
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was  then  in  the  stamped  wrapper."     No  issue  was 
indicated  and  the  copy  brought  $100. 
Dealers'  prices  range  from  £4  upward. 


THE  LAZY  TOUR  OF  TWO  IDLE 
APPRENTICES 

Parts  of  the  Dickens-Collins  product  were 
printed  at  the  instance  of  the  owner  of  the  inn  in 
which  the  writers  stayed.  The  title  was  Sly's, 
King's  Arms  Hotel,  Lancaster,  and  there  were 
seven  pages  of  text.  The  first  publication  com- 
plete was  in  1890  with  a  number  of  other  stories 
by  Dickens.  It  was  an  octavo  bound  in  green 
cloth  with  black  end  papers.  The  title  :  The  Lazy 
Tour /of  Two  Idle  Apprentices. /No  Thoroughfare./ 
The  Perils  of  Certain  English/Prisoners. /By /Charles 
Dickens  and  Wilkie  Collins. /With  Illustrations./ 
London  :  Chapman  and  Hall,/Limited./1890. 

Collation.  Half-title,  with  note  on  the  reverse ; 
title,  with  the  imprint  on  the  reverse  ;  table  of 
contents  and  list  of  illustrations,  (I- VII)  ;  text 
including  half-title  pp.  (I)  -327.  Arthur  Layard 
made  the  woodcut  frontispiece  and  plates. 

A  copy  was  offered  by  a  London  dealer  in  1912 
for  8s.  6d. 


TO  BE  READ  AT  DUSK,  Etc. 

This  was  a  number  of  papers  collected  and 
edited  by  Frederic  G.  Kitton  and  published  in 
book  form  in  1898. 
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The  title:  To  Be  Read  at  Dusk/And  Other 
Sketches  And  Essays/Hitherto  Uncollected. /By 
Charles  Dickens. /Edited,  with  an  introduction,  by 
/Frederick  G.  Kitton/[Three  lines,  publisher's 
mark]  London/George  Redway/1898.  It  was  also 
issued  in  1898  by  the  New  xA.msterdam  Book  Com- 
pany, 156  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York,  under  the  title 
of  "  Old  Lamps  for  New  Ones." 

Collation.  Frontispiece ;  title,  with  imprint 
on  the  reverse  ;  table  of  contents  and  an  intro- 
duction [I]— XVI;  pp.  [5]— 344;  publisher's 
advertisements,  pp.   10. 

GONE   ASTRAY 

This  little  sketch,  largely  autobiographical, 
which  appeared  in  Household  Words,  August  13, 
1853,  was  made  into  a  booklet  in  1912.  The  text 
was  accompanied  by  pictures  made  by  Ruth  Cobb, 
photographs  by  T.  W.  Tyrrell  and  reproductions 
of  old  prints.  An  introduction  was  written  by 
B.  W.  Matz.  There  were  55  pages  in  a  green  cloth 
cover  and  it  was  issued  by  Chapman  &  Hall  for 
one  shilling. 

HOUSEHOLD    WORDS    NARRATIVE    AND 
ALMANACK 

There  was  also  issued  in  connection  with 
Household  Words  a  publication  called  The  House- 
hold Narrative  of  Current  Events.  It  was  a  monthly 
supplement  to  the  weekly  periodical,  of  24  pages, 
and  it  cost  2d.     The  editor  was  George  Hogarth, 
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Dickens's  father-in-law,  and  the  project  may  be 
set  down  as  a  failure.  It  lived  from  January,  1850, 
until  December,  1855.  Dickens's  part  in  the 
publication  is  difficult  of  identification.  His  MS. 
of  the  prospectus  was  valued  in  a  catalogue  about 
ten  years  ago  at  £20. 

Household  Words  Almanack  was  issued  in  1856 
and  1857,  pp.  28,  price  4cZ.  Dickens  probably 
had  little  or  nothing  to  do  with  this  publication. 

Household  Words  was  also  published  by  Brad- 
bury &  Evans  in  19  half-yearly  volumes,  each 
containing  620  pages,  not  counting  the  preliminary 
pages.  It  sells  for  about  £5  at  the  present  time. 
There  is  also  an  American  reprint  bearing  a  New 
York  date,  which  is  worth  about  one-half  of  the 
London  publication.  A  cheap  reprint  in  parts 
was  issued  in  1868  by  Ward,  Lock  and  Tyler,  at 
6cZ.  per  part.  The  set  made  19  volumes,  each  of 
which  was  bound  in  a  stiff  wrapper,  printed  in 
colours. 


CHRISTMAS    NUMBERS     OF    HOUSEHOLD 

WORDS 

Nine  of  these  were  issued  with  each  Christmas, 
the  first  two  costing  2d.  and  the  others  Zd.  extra. 
They  were  without  wrappers  and  simply  stitched. 

The  titles  of  the  different  numbers  and  the 
designation  of  Dickens's  contributions  are  as 
follows : 

1850.  The  Christmas  Number.  A  Christmas 
Tree  is  by  Dickens. 
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1851.  Extra  Number  For  Christmas.  What 
Christmas  is  as  we  Grow  Older  is  by  Dickens. 

1852.  A  Round  of  Stories/By  the  Christmas  Fire. 
The  Poor  Relation's  Story  and  The  Child's  Story 
are  by  Dickens. 

1853.  Another  Round  of  Stories/By  the  Christ- 
mas Fire.  The  Schoolboy's  Story  and  Nobody's 
Story  are  by  Dickens. 

1854.  The/Seven  Poor  Travellers.  The  First 
Poor  Traveller  and  The  Road  by  Dickens. 

1855.  The  Holly-Tree  Inn.  The  Guest,  The 
Boots  and  The  Bill  are  by  Dickens,  the  other 
stories  by  Wilkie  Collins. 

1856.  The  Wreck/of  the/Golden  Mary.  The 
major  part  of  the  Wreck  and  the  Hymn  on  page  21 
are  by  Dickens,  the  balance  by  Wilkie  Collins. 

1857.  The  Perils/of /Certain  English  Prisoners,/ 
and  Their  Treasure/In  Women,  Children,  Silver 
and  Jewels.  Chapters  I  and  III  are  by  Dickens ; 
Chapter  II  by  Wilkie  Collins. 

1858.  A  House  To  Let.  Going  into  Society 
by  Dickens.  An  advertisement  at  the  end  an- 
nounces "  Three  Christmas  Readings  by  Mr. 
Charles  Dickens." 

At  the  sale  of  the  noted  library  collected  by 
M.  C.  D.  Borden,  under  the  direction  of  the 
American  Art  Association,  of  New  York,  on 
February  18,  1913,  the  MSS.  of  "  The  Perils  of 
Certain  English  Prisoners,"  was  disposed  of.  The 
catalogue  showed  that  the  portion  written  by 
Dickens  was  on  51  leaves,  uniform  with  Collins' s 
MS.  on  39  leaves.  This  likewise  was  a  part  of  the 
fine  Dickens   collection   which  made  92   volumes 
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and  which  was  sold  en  bloc  for  $8,400  to  George  D, 
Smith,  a  dealer  of  New  York.  The  only  approxi- 
mate idea  of  the  value  of  this  MSS.  can  be  reached 
from  the  record  of  its  previous  sale  by  Sotheby's, 
June,  1890,  when  the  price  it  brought  was  £200. 

Values. 

The  Christmas  numbers  are  hard  to  find  in  fine 
condition  and  prices  by  dealers  range  from  £3  to 
£4.  A  set  sold  for  325.  at  Puttick's,  December, 
1893.  At  Freeman's,  Philadelphia,  February,  1911, 
a  clean  set  went  for  $11. 


ALL    THE    YEAR    ROUND 

The  successor  to  Household  Words  met  with 
medium  favour.  The  general  plan  which  governed 
the  conduct  of  its  predecessor  was  carried  out 
with  the  exception  that  in  All  The  Year  Bound 
the  important  contributions  were  signed.  Minor 
alterations  in  make-up  and  a  new  dress  of  type 
marked  a  new  series  which  began  December  5, 
1868.  The  first  number  of  the  new  periodical  was 
pubUshed  April  30,  1859,  the  price  being  2d. 
weekly.  Its  opening  serial  was  "  A  Tale  of  Two 
Cities,"  this  being  subsequently  followed  by 
*'  Great  Expectations."  The  sketches  which  after- 
wards appeared  in  book  form,  as  "  The  Un- 
commercial Traveller,"  also  filled  much  space  in 
the  new  journal.  The  additional  short  papers 
contributed  by  Dickens,  and  their  dates,  are  as 
follows : 
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1859. 

April  20,  The  Blacksmith  (poem). 
April  30,  The  Poor  Man  and  His  Beer. 
September  24,  Five  New  Points  of  Criminal  Law. 
December  24,  Leigh  Hunt.     A  Remonstrance. 
December  31,  The  Tattlesnivel  Bleater. 

1862. 

March  1,  The  Young  Man  From  the  Country. 
March  8,  An  Enlightened  Clergyman. 

1863. 

March  21,  Rather  a  Strong  Dose. 
April  4,  The  Martyr  and  Medium. 

1867 
June  1,  The  Late  Mr.  Stanfield. 

1869. 

February  13,  A  Slight  Question  of  Fact. 

July  24,  Landor's  Life. 

Previous  to  the  completion  of  the  XXth  Volume 
of  the  periodical,  November  28,  1868,  Dickens 
wrote  a  signed  address  in  which  the  announcement 
was  made  of  the  physical  change  in  All  The  Year 
Bound. 

"  Hunted  Down,"  "  Holiday  Romance,"  and 
"  George  Silverman's  Explanation,"  also  were 
printed  shortly  after  their  respective  publications 
in  American  magazines. 
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CHRISTMAS  NUMBERS  OF  ALL  THE  YEAR 

ROUND 

1859.  The  Haunted  House.  The  Mortals  in 
the  House,  The  Ghost  in  Master  B.'s  Room,  and 
The  Ghost  in  the  Corner  Room,  were  by  Dickens. 
He  also  wrote  the  opening  paragraphs  of  the  other 
chapters,  excepting  The  Ghost  in  the  Picture  Room. 

1860.  A  Message  From  the  Sea.  Chapters  I, 
II  and  V,  and  passages  in  other  chapters  are  by 
Dickens,  the  balance  by  Wilkie  Collins.  A  wood- 
cut was  used  in  this  number. 

1861.  Tom  Tiddler's  Ground.  Dickens  wrote 
Chapters  I,  VI  and  VII. 

1862.  Somebody's  Luggage.  His  Leaving  It 
Till  Called  For,  His  Boots,  His  Brown-Paper  Parcel, 
and  His  Wonderful  End,  were  written  by  Dickens. 
He  also  wrote  a  part  of  Chapter  III. 

1863.  Mrs.  Lirriper's  Lodgings.  Chapters  I 
and  VII  by  Dickens. 

1864.  Mrs.  Lirriper's  Legacy.  Chapters  I  and 
VII  were  written  by  Dickens. 

1865.  Doctor  Marigold's  Prescriptions.  Dickens 
is  responsible  for  Chapters  I,  VI  and  VIII. 

1866.  Mugby  Junction.  Barbox  Brothers, 
Barbox  Brothers  and  Co.,  Main  Line  (The  Boy  at 
Rugby),  and  No.  1  Branch  Line  (The  Signal  Man) 
are  by  Dickens. 

1867.  No  Thoroughfare.  Dickens  wrote  The 
Overture,  portions  of  the  First  and  Fourth  Acts, 
and  the  whole  of  Act  III.  Wilkie  Collins  wrote 
the  balance. 
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Values. 
The  first  four  of  the  Christmas  numbers  of  All 
The  Year  Rmind  were  issued  without  wrappers, 
those  which  followed  were  in  dark  blue,  printed, 
paper  wrappers.  In  good  state  these  have  been 
rather  hard  to  obtain,  although  the  original 
circulation  was  known  to  have  been  very  large. 
As  far  back  as  December,  1892,  a  set  in  fine  con- 
dition was  sold  by  Sotheby  for  £8  5s.  Freeman's, 
Philadelphia,  in  February,  1911,  disposed  of  a  good 
copy  for  $13.  Quaritch,  London,  in  a  1913  cata- 
logue offered  a  combined  set  of  the  Christmas 
numbers  of  Household  Words  and  All  the  Year 
Round  for  six  guineas.  At  Anderson's,  New  York, 
December,  1909,  an  interesting  combination  set 
was  sold  for  $140.  At  page  30  (His  Brown-Paper 
Parcel)  in  "  Somebody's  Luggage,"  there  was 
inserted  a  page  of  the  Author's  manuscript.  It 
contained  more  than  400  words  interlined  and 
corrected,  describing  the  condition  of  the  "  Young 
Man  in  the  Art  Line."  Kitton,  in  The  Minor 
Writings  of  Charles  Dickens^  on  page  166-7  makes 
this  statement :  "  The  original  MS.  of  '  His  Brown- 
Paper  Parcel,'  comprising  eleven  closely  written 
octavo  pages,  characteristically  corrected  and 
altered  by  erasions,  additions,  etc.,  is  now  in 
America." 

A  MESSAGE  FROM  THE  SEA 

"  A  Message  From  the  Sea  "  was  dramatised, 
and  for  copyright  and  registration  purposes  a 
synopsis  of  the  play  was  published  in  book  form 
in  a  buff  paper  wrapper,  duodecimo  in  size.     The 
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title :  A/Message  From  the  Sea. /A  Drama  In 
Three  Acts. /By /Charles  Dickens/And/Wilkie  Col- 
lins./London  : /Published  by  G.  Holsworth,/At  the 
Office  of  "All  the  Year  Round. "/WelHngton 
Street,  Strand. /1 861./  [Entered  at  Stationers'  Hall.] 

Collation.  Persons  of  the  Drama,  and  Outline 
of  the  Plot,  pp.  [1]— 8. 

Of  this  very  rare  issue  a  copy  was  sold  at 
Sotheby's,  May,  1903,  for  £3  12s. 

BETWEEN  THE  CRADLE  AND  THE  GRAVE 

This  generally  unknown  sketch,  which  originally 
appeared  in  All  the  Year  Bound  on  February  1, 
1862,  came  to  the  surface  in  a  London  dealer's 
catalogue  in  1913.  It  was  said  to  have  been 
partly  written  by  Dickens  for  a  hospital  for  sick 
children.  Also  it  was  stated  that  its  publication 
in  the  shape  of  a  pamphlet  was  the  first  and  only 
issue  in  separate  form.  As  such  it  was  character- 
ised as  extremely  rare,  and  the  price  fixed  at  £25. 
It  was  a  12mo  of  11  pages,  enclosed  in  paper 
wrappers  and  dated  1862.  Kitton,  it  is  said, 
referred  to  the  pamphlet  in  one  of  his  articles  in 
The  Athenceum. 

HUNTED  DOWN 

Robert  Bonner,  editor  of  the  New  York  Ledger , 
paid  Dickens  £1,000  for  this  little  story  which 
appeared  in  its  columns  August  20  and  27  and 
September  3,  1859,  with  seven  woodcuts.  Later 
it  was  printed  in  All  the  Year  Bound,  April  4  and 
11,  1860. 

Up  to  a  very  recent  discovery  of  an  early  American 

223 


CHARLES  DICKENS 

reprint  of  this  narrative,  it  was  believed  that 
its  first  appearance  in  book  form  was  the  well- 
known  green-covered  Hotten  booklet.  The  former 
bears  the  copyright  date  of  1861,  while  the  latter 
is  known  to  have  been  issued  in  1870,  thus  making 
the  American  the  first  edition  as  a  book. 

It  was  issued  as  an  octavo  in  a  black  cloth 
binding  with  yellow  end  papers.  "  Hunted  Down  " 
was  one  of  a  number  of  collected  writings  of  Dickens 
in  the  book,  a  footnote  on  the  first  page  of  this 
story  making  this  explanation  :  "  This  is  the  first 
and  only  story  that  Mr.  Dickens  has  ever  written 
for  an  American  publication.  It  was  originally 
published  in  the  New  York  Ledger,  and  we  have 
Mr.  Bonner's  permission  (who  owns  the  copyright) 
to  copy  it  from  that  periodical." 

The  title :  The/Lamplighter's  Story  ;/Hunted 
Down  ;  The  Detective  Police  ;/And  Other  Novel- 
lettes. /By /Charles  Dickens. /[Four  lines.]  Phila- 
delphia :/T.  B.  Peterson  And  Brothers,/306  Chest- 
nut Street,  [n.d.] 

Collation.  One  blank  leaf,  woodcut  frontis- 
piece, title  page  with  woodcut ;  ordinary  title, 
with  the  copyright  notice  and  date  (1861)  on  the 
reverse  ;   pp.  [3] — [10] ;   text  pages  11-467. 

John  Camden  Hotten  in  1870  reprinted  "  Hunted 
Down,"  in  a  16mo  paper  wrapper,  and  on  Christmas 
of  the  same  year  he  issued  the  story  in  the  Piccadilly 
Annual  with  a  short  explanatory  introduction. 

The  title  of  the  first  English  edition  reads : 
Hunted  Down  :/A  Story. /By /Charles  Dickens./ 
With  some  Account  of/Thomas  Griffiths  Waine- 
wright,/The   Poisoner. /[Woodcut  of   "The   Fatal 
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House,  No.  12,  Conduit  Street,  W."]/London :/ 
John  Camden  Hotten,/74  &  75,  Piccadilly,  [n.d.] 
The  title  on  the  green  paper  wrapper  varies  in  the 
size  and  style  of  the  type  and  is  preceded  by  the 
words,  "  Price  Sixpence." 

Collation.  One  unnumbered  leaf  of  advertise- 
ments, one  unnumbered  leaf  bearing  the  half-title, 
the  reverse  being  blank  ;  title  page,  reverse  blank  ; 
Introduction  [5]-28  ;  another  half-title  [29-30]; 
text  [31]-89,  on  reverse  of  this  page,  London :/ 
Savill,  Edwards  and  Co.,  Printers,  Chandos  Street 
/Covent  Garden.  Eight  unnumbered  leaves  of 
advertisements  announcing  "  Very  Important 
New  Books.  Special  List  for  1871."  Advertise- 
ments also  appear  on  the  inside  and  outside  of  the 
wrapper. 

Values. 

Copies  of  the  English  edition  are  fairly  scarce. 
At  Sotheby's,  February,  1896,  a  copy  brought  325. 
Anderson's,  New  York,  in  December,  1908,  sold  a 
copy  for  $16;  December,  1909,  a  re-bound  copy 
sold  for  $6 ;  December,  1911,  another  re-bound 
copy,  $5. 


CORNHILL    MAGAZINE    (1864) 

The  estrangement  which  grew  out  of  the  Thack- 
eray-Yates  imbroglio  had  been  settled  in  the  late 
autumn  of  1863,  and  when  Thackeray  died  a  month 
or  two  later  Dickens  was  truly  shocked.  At  the 
request  of  many  mutual  friends  Dickens  wrote  an 
affecting  tribute  to  his  great  contemporary.     This 
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appeared  in  the  February,  1864,  number  of  the 
Cornhill  Magazine,  of  which  Thackeray  had  been 
the  editor  from  the  first  issue,  January,  1860, 
until  his  death.  It  made  nearly  four  full  pages 
of  the  periodical  and  was  entitled  "  In  Memoriam, 
W.  M.  T." 


GEORGE  SILVERMAN'S  EXPLANATION 

Its  first  appearance  was  in  the  Atlantic  Monthly 
for  January,  February  and  March,  1868.  Dickens 
wrote  it  at  the  instance  of  his  friend,  James  T. 
Fields,  of  Boston,  who  paid  him  £1,000  for  it.  The 
only  issue  in  book  form  is  a  piracy  which  was 
issued  ten  years  after  by  a  Brighton  (England) 
printer.  It  was  a  24mo.  in  a  pink  paper  wrapper 
with  53  pages  of  text.  It  is  not  much  sought  after 
by  collectors.  The  usual  price  for  the  magazine 
is  about  30<§. 


HOLIDAY  ROMANCE 

Almost  simultaneous  with  the  preceding  this 
story  appeared  in  Our  Young  Folks,  owned  by 
Ticknor  and  Fields,  of  Boston.  It  was  published 
in  the  numbers  for  January,  March,  April  and  May, 
1868,  with  a  portrait  of  the  Author,  four  illustra- 
tions by  John  Gilbert  (afterwards  Sir  John)  and 
initial  letters  by  Sol  Eytinge  and  G.  G.  White. 
Dickens  received  £1,000  for  the  story. 

The  four  numbers  of  the  magazine  are  usually 
priced  at  about  £2. 
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THE  GAD'S  HILL  GAZETTE 
At  the  1913  exhibition  of  the  Grolier  Club,  New 
York,  one  of  the  many  interesting  items  was  a 
collection  of  these  Httle  papers,  which  had  been 
sent  to  Charles  Kent.  The  envelopes  in  which 
they  were  addressed  had  been  preserved,  and  with 
six  pages  of  descriptive  matter  with  illuminations 
on  vellum,  had  been  bound  by  Sangorski  and 
Sutcliffe,  of  London.  In  sizes  the  Gazette  was  in 
quarto  and  octavo  forms.  There  were  12  numbers 
and  2  supplements,  in  manuscript,  stylographed 
and  printed.  In  describing  the  collection,  the 
Grolier  catalogue  went  on  to  say :  "  These  little 
papers  by  Dickens's  children,  recording  events  at 
Gad's  Hill,  were  edited  by  his  sixth  son,  Henry 
Fielding  Dickens.  The  numbers  are  dated  August 
6,  13,  20,  27  [1864],  January  6,  14,  21,  28,  Febru- 
ary 4,  August  5,  19,  26  [1865],  the  first  (No.  14) 
being  in  manuscript,  the  next  three  reproduced  by 
means  of  copying  paper,  and  the  remainder  printed 
on  the  little  press  presented  to  the  family  by 
W.  H.  Wills.  Dickens  is  said  to  have  made 
occasional  contributions,  and  the  number  for 
August  13,  a  note  is  added  in  his  handwriting,  "  A 
fac-simile  of  the  number  for  August  5,  1865,  has 
been  issued." 

Another  exhibit  was  the  corrected  proof  of  the 
number  for  December  30,  1865.  The  number  for 
January  6,  1866,  was  "  contrary  to  our  usual 
custom  .  .  .  sent  to  Printers."  Dickens's  crest 
was  added  to  the  title  in  these  two  numbers. 

Copies  are  exceedingly  scarce  and  the  prices  are 
from  £5  upwards. 
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In  1895  a  reprint  limited  to  20  copies  was  made 
in  London.  One  of  these  appeared  in  an  auction 
sale  at  Anderson's,  New  York,  December,  1911, 
and  sold  for  $10.10.  Apparently  there  was  no 
publishers'  name  attached,  the  imprint  in  the 
catalogue  being  confined  to  "  London,  1895.'* 
The  original  from  which  the  reprint  was  made 
seems  to  have  been  in  the  possession  of  S.  Causley. 
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More  Hints  on  Etiquette. 

The  Loving  Ballad  of  Lord  Bateman. 

Sergeant  BeU  and  His  Raree  Show. 

Lizzie  Leigh. 

A  Suburban  Romance. 

Fortune  Wildred,  etc. 

Drooping  Buds. 


PART   VI 

WRITINGS  ASCRIBED  TO   DICKENS 

TO  the  Dickens  student  the  style  of  the 
master  is  familiar  enough  to  be  easily- 
recognised.  Its  individuality  is  very  marked 
and  its  general  form  is  of  a  high  grade.  In  the 
face  of  all  this,  collectors  will  insist  on  paying  great 
prices  for  inferior  books  because  someone  classifies 
them  among  his  writings.  It  is  positively  known 
that  Dickens  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  "  Eti- 
quette "  book,  nor  with  the  "  Raree  Show " 
atrocity.  There  is  an  argument  in  favour  of 
"  Lord  Bateman,"  even  though  it  be  rather  diluted 
a  one.  The  others  under  this  heading  are  plain 
frauds  when  a  catalogue  mentions  Dickens's  name 
in  relation  with  them. 

MORE  HINTS  ON  ETIQUETTE 

Belonging  to  an  American  collector  and  exhibited 
by  the  Grolier  Club  of  New  York  early  in  1913, 
there  was  an  original  manuscript  of  21  leaves 
quarto  size.  The  handwriting  was  very  much  like 
that  of  George  Cruikshank,  and  it  contained  a 
generalised  outline  of  the  book  under  view.  There 
was  also  a  page  which  was  supposed  to  be  in 
Dickens's  autograph.  F.  G.  Kjtton,  in  The 
AthencBum,  of  September  11,  1897,  wrote  concern- 
ing this  page,  after  making  a  comparison  of  its 
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text  and  that  of  the  printed  book,  that  "  no  such 
passage,  nor  anything  approximating  thereto,  as 
those  in  the  particular  page  of  manuscript,  which, 
however,  treats  the  subject  of  etiquette  in  the 
same  humerous  way."  It  is  of  some  interest  to 
note  that  on  the  reverse  of  leaves  14  and  15  of  the 
manuscript  there  are  sketches  in  which  Cruikshank 
drew  his  first  ideas  for  the  plate,  Oliver  Plucks  Up 
A  Spirit,  placed  to  face  page  98  of  the  first  issue 
of  "  Oliver  Twist."  In  the  book  the  plate  bears 
the  date  April  1,  1837. 

The  original  issue  was  dated  1838  and  was  pub- 
lished by  Charles  Tilt  in  a  limp  maroon  cover  with 
a  gold  stamp.  The  nine  woodcuts  were  by  George 
Cruikshank.     Its  size  was  a  24mo. 

Values. 

At  Sotheby's,  June,  1897,  a  copy  sold  for  £3  85.  ; 
at  Puttick's,  November,  1902,  £2  55.  In  March, 
1909,  Anderson's,  New  York,  sold  a  copy  "  with 
the  advertisements  at  front  and  back  "  for  $71. 
It  was  described  as  very  rare  and  was  enclosed  in 
a  slip  case.  The  catalogue  added  that  "  the  work 
is  ascribed  to  Dickens."  A  London  dealer  in  1911 
offered  a  copy  for  three  guineas,  and  a  third  edition 
for  145.  in  1912. 


THE  LOVING  BALLAD  OF  LORD  BATEMAN 

Much  time  has  been  wasted  in  the  discussion  of 
the  authorship  of  this  little  book.  Evidence  has 
been  adduced  to  show  that  Dickens  wrote  it,  and 
other  proofs  have  been  brought  forward  to  show 
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that  the  lines  are  so  thoroughly  Thackeray  that 
there  can  be  no  doubt  regarding  the  point.  Because 
it  crosses  the  paths  of  those  who  collect  Dickens, 
Thackeray  and  Cruikshank,  is  the  reason  for 
the  difficulty  attending  the  acquirement  of  a  first- 
class  copy  and  the  maintenance  of  good  prices. 

When  the  claims  concerning  the  identity  of  the 
writer  of  the  ballad  are  analysed,  the  decision  by 
a  preponderance  of  the  evidence  must  favour 
Thackeray.  George  Augustus  Sala  was  one  of 
those  who  believed  that  the  author  of  "  Pendennis  '* 
had  written  the  ballad,  basing  his  judgment  on 
some  of  the  lines  which,  he  declared,  were  un- 
mistakably by  Thackeray.  Charles  Plumptre 
Johnson  included  "  Lord  Bateman  "  in  his  "  Hints 
to  Collectors,"  (1885),  but  swung  to  Sala's  side  of 
the  question  when,  three  years  later,  he  came  into 
possession  of  a  scrap-book  containing  "  The  Famous 
History  of  Lord  Bateman,"  which  was  partly  in 
Thackeray's  manuscript  and  with  his  own  char- 
acteristic drawings.  Subsequently  Johnson  made 
the  quaint  ballad  a  part  of  his  Bibliography  of 
Thackeray.  Henry  Burnett,  Dickens's  brother- 
in-law,  writing  to  the  Athencewm^  February  25, 
1888,  threw  considerable  light  on  the  controversy. 
He  said  :  "I  know  Lord  Bateman  was  not  written 
by  Dickens.  .  .  .  One  night  Dickens  said,  '  Cruik- 
shank, why  don't  you  publish  that  (the  ballad) 
and  illustrate  it,  and  let  Burnett  write  out  the  tune 
as  you  sing  it  to  him  ?  '  An  arrangement  was 
made,  and  at  my  house  I  put  down  the  notes  with- 
out any  care — the  G  clef  all  on  one  side,  and  many 
others  falling  over.  ...  I  think  it  may  be  by 

233 


CHARLES  DICKENS 

Cruikshank  or  made  up  from  some  former  '  Lord 
Bateman  '  ;  but  certainly  Dickens  never  wrote  it, 
as  it  was  at  first  new  to  him."  Mrs.  Thackeray 
Ritchie,  in  an  article  published  in  the  December 
1892,  number  of  Harper^s  Magazine,  touched  upon 
"  Lord  Bateman  :  A  Ballad."  She  used  for  illus- 
trations some  hitherto  unpublished  designs  made 
by  her  father  and  disclosed  by  an  accident.  Mrs. 
Ritchie's  own  language  is  interesting  enough  to 
quote.  She  wrote :  "  My  own  impression  (for 
which  I  have  absolutely  no  foundation)  is  that  the 
Notes  sound  like  Mr.  Dickens's  voice,  and  the 
ballad  like  my  own  father's." 

Possibly  it  may  be  a  fair  compromise  to  admit 
that  Thackeray  wrote  the  ballad  and  Dickens  the 
preface  and  notes.  This  contention  is  supported 
by  J.  F.  Dexter,  who  says  that  Cruikshank  on 
three  occasions  told  him  that  the  preface  and  notes 
were  written  by  Dickens. 

The  book  was  published  for  25.  as  a  square  24mo. 
in  a  limp  green  cloth  cover,  having  a  gold  design 
by  Cruikshank.  In  the  genuine  first  issue  the 
pagination  is  in  the  centre  of  each  page ;  this 
*'  point "  should  not  be  overlooked  by  collectors. 

The  title  :  The/Loving  Ballad/Of/Lord  Bateman. 
/  Illustrated  By  /  George  Cruikshank.  /  London  :  / 
Charles  Tilt,  Fleet  Street  ;/and  Mustapha  Syried, 
Constantinople. /MDCCCXXXIX. 

Collation.  Half-title,  the  reverse  of  which  is 
the  frontispiece ;  title,  on  the  reverse  London :/ 
Clarke,  Printers,  Silver  Street,  Falcon  Square ; 
Warning  to  the  Public  (Preface)  (V)  VI,  VII,  with 
George  Cruikshank' s  name  in  type.  This  is  followed 
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by  a  paragraph  which  begins,  "  The  above  is  not 
my  writing,  nor  the  notes  either,"  .  .  .  This  has 
a  large  fac-simile  autograph  of  the  artist.  The 
reverse  of  p.  VII  is  blank,  then  another  blank 
page  and  on  its  reverse  the  first  stanza  of  the 
ballad  set  to  music.  Text  and  11  illustrations 
(including  frontispiece),  altogether  29  pages,  the  text 
and  plates  being  printed  on  one  side  only  of  the 
leaves.  Then  come  the  Notes  (31)-40,  with  the 
same  imprint  as  on  the  title,  the  book  terminating 
with  four  unnumbered  leaves  of  advertisements, 
which  announce  George  Cruikshank's  Works,  Tilt's 
publications  and  Bingley's  Illustrated  Works  for 
Children.  At  the  bottom  of  the  last  page  there  is 
another  imprint.  All  plates  bear  the  words, 
Designed,  Etched  and  Published  by  George 
Cruikshank,  1839. 

Values. 

The  real  first  issue  in  the  original  state  may  be 
obtained  from  dealers  for  £8  to  £10.  It  may  be 
designated  as  rather  scarce.  Away  back  in  Febru- 
ary, 1897,  Sotheby  sold  a  copy  for  £8  ;  in  April 
and  June  of  the  same  year  copies  went  for  £6  and 
£8  5s,  respectively.  At  Christie's,  June,  1898,  a 
re-bound  copy  with  the  covers  saved  sold  for  five 
guineas  ;  May,  1903,  at  Sotheby's  a  copy  brought 
£5  155.  ;  July,  1904,  at  the  same  house,  £6. 
Anderson's,  New  York,  December,  1908,  sold  a 
copy  re-bound  by  Riviere  with  the  covers  preserved 
for  $25.50  ;  December,  1909,  original  state  in  a 
slip  case,  $25.  At  Freeman's,  Philadelphia,  Febru- 
ary, 1911,  designated  as  a  "  perfect "  copy  with 
all  the  "  points,"   $35.     Walter  T.  Spencer  in  a 
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1902  catalogue  had  a  copy  with  the  plates  and 
sheets  in  the  original  untrimmed  condition  folded 
into  the  cloth  cover.  The  pages  were  half  an  inch 
larger  in  both  directions  than  ordinary  copies. 
The  price  asked  was  £22  lOs, 


SERGEANT  BELL  AND  HIS  RAREE  SHOW 

This  is  the  third  of  the  books  illustrated  by 
George  Cruikshank  with  which  Dickens's  name  is 
associated.  There  appears  to  be  absolutely  no 
reason  for  this  connection.  The  nearest  approach 
for  this  fiction  is  that  Dickens  agreed  to  write  the 
book  for  £120,  at  the  instance  of  Thomas  Tegg, 
the  publisher.  The  latter' s  son  has  declared  that 
all  the  negotiations  were  terminated  and  that 
another  man  wrote  the  book  as  it  was  finally 
published. 

It  was  issued  as  a  thick  square  16mo  with  a  cloth 
cover.  The  frontispiece  and  numerous  woodcuts 
were  by  Cruikshank,  and  there  were  illustrations 
by  Thompson,  Williams,  and  others.  The  date  of 
the  book  was  1839. 

Because  Dickens  had  thought  of  writing  this 
book  and  then  because  he  decided  not  to  do  so, 
has  had  the  effect  of  enhancing  prices  beyond  all 
reason  as  a  Dickens  item.  It  is  of  great  rarity  at 
the  present  time.  Sotheby  in  December,  1900, 
disposed  of  a  "  fine  "  copy  in  the  original  cloth 
for  £13.  That  apparently  was  the  high  water 
mark ;  at  the  present  time  prices  are  about  one- 
half  of  that  figure.  In  May,  1903,  Sotheby  sold 
a  copy  for  £8,  while  at  Puttick's,  July,  1903,  a 
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copy  went  for  only  £2.  At  Freeman's,  Phila- 
delphia, February,  1911,  a  "  good  copy  somewhat 
thumbed,"  went  for  $15.  A  London  dealer  in 
1911  offered  a  copy  for  £4  10.9. 

LIZZIE  LEIGH 

This  story  was  written  by  Mrs.  Gaskell  and 
appeared  in  one  of  the  early  numbers  of  Household 
Words.  It  seems  to  have  been  first  printed  in 
book  form  in  New  York  with  the  date  1850. 
Afterwards  it  was  published  in  "  The  Irving  Offer- 
ing," New  York,  1851.  In  both  instances  it  was 
credited  to  Dickens.  Of  the  "  Offering  "  Johnson 
in  1885  wrote  that  he  had  only  known  two  copies 
and  he  fixed  the  value  at  £5.  The  Grolier  Club, 
New  York,  in  1913  exhibited  a  copy  of  the  1850 
issue.  It  was  a  12mo  in  a  buff  paper  wrapper, 
the  title  of  which  read  :  Lizzie  Leigh.  A  Domestic 
Tale,  from  Household  Words,  by  Charles  Dickens. 
New  York  :  De  Witt  &  Davenport,  1850. 

At  the  exhibition  mentioned  there  was  also  on 
view  a  12mo  booklet  bound  in  a  buff  paper  wrapper, 
entitled  "  A  Pottery  Story.  By  Charles  Dickens. 
Boston :  Jones,  McDuffee  &  Stratton,  1878."  It 
was  used  as  an  advertisement,  and,  of  course, 
Dickens  had  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  its 
authorship. 

A  SUBURBAN  ROMANCE 

About  a  year  after  the  appearance  of  "  Old 
Leaves,"   a  storv  written  by  W.   H.   Wills  and 
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claimed  by  him,  called  "  A  Suburban  Romance," 
made  its  bow  to  the  American  people  in  The 
Josephine  Annual.  The  story  had  originally  been 
printed  in  Household  Words  on  December  14,  1850, 
but  in  the  issue  of  the  Annual  for  1861  it  was 
credited  to  Dickens. 


FORTUNE  WILDRED,  Etc. 

It  must  have  been  some  time  in  the  early  '50's 
that  De  Witt  and  Davenport,  New  York,  issued  an 
undated  publication,  which  by  implication,  at 
least,  credited  Charles  Dickens  with  the  authorship 
of  three  stories  which  he  never  wrote.  The  title 
page  read :  Fortune  Wildred,/The  Foundling./ 
also, /Lizzie  Leigh, /and/The  Miners'  Daughters./ 
By  Charles  Dickens. /New  York  :/De  Witt  & 
Davenport,  Publishers, /1 60  &  162  Nassau  Street. 
It  is  not  known  what  writer  is  to  be  honoured  with 
the  authorship  of  "  Fortune  Wildred."  It  is 
established,  however,  that  Mrs.  Gaskell  wrote  the 
second  story,  and  that  William  Howitt  was 
responsible  for  "  The  Miner's  Daughters." 

DROOPING   BUDS 

This  was  written  by  Henry  Morley  and  it  appeared 
in  Household  Words,  April  3, 1852.  At  the  instance 
of  Dickens,  Morley  paid  a  visit  to  the  newly  or- 
ganised Children's  Hospital  in  Great  Ormond  Street, 
and  the  article  was  a  description  of  what  he  saw, 
Dickens  inserted  a  paragraph  beginning  "  O ! 
Baby's  dead,"   which   Morley   afterwards   stated 
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added  much  force  to  the  contribution.  Under  the 
title  of  "  Drooping  Buds,"  the  hospital  issued  it 
separately  in  the  form  of  an  8-page  sewn  pamphlet 
in  1855.  This  is  now  extremely  rare,  and  a 
London  dealer  in  1913  asked  18  guineas  for  it. 
The  next  issue,  also  published  on  behalf  of  the 
hospital,  appeared  in  1860,  and  contained  11  pages. 
The  dealer  in  question  states  in  the  catalogue  that 
these  two  issues  were  the  only  ones  coming  under 
his  observation.  The  price  of  the  1860  edition 
was  placed  at  10  guineas.  It  was  bound  in  a 
pink  paper  wrapper  and  printed  by  R.  Folkard, 
Devonshire  Street,  Queen  Square.  The  collation 
includes  the  title  with  the  Hst  of  officers  on  the 
reverse,  and  the  text  (l)-ll  pages.  A  re-issue 
was  made  in  1866,  and  the  authorship  attributed 
to  Dickens.  Only  one  copy  of  this  has  been  seen 
and  that  was  in  1889. 
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Leaflet  on  Thomas  Powell. 

Dickens — Thackeray  Speeches,  1858. 

Mr.  Thackeray,  Mr.  Yates,  and  the  Garrick 

Club 
Albert  Smith's  Dramatisation  of  "  The 

Cricket  on  the  Hearth." 
The  Beadnell  and  Kolle  Letters. 


PART  VII 

SOME  COSTLY  DIGKENSIANA 

THE  by-products  which  were  the  mevitable 
results  of  Dickens's  labour  followed  him 
throughout  his  famous  Uterary  career.  They 
were  numerous,  and  at  the  present  time  some  of 
them  have  reached  fabulous  values.  No  such 
phenomena  attaches  to  any  modem  author. 
Wherever  prices  could  be  obtained  of  the  following 
they  were  used. 

LEAFLET  ON  THOMAS  POWELL 

Through  the  courtesy  of  Harry  B.  Smith, 
mention  is  herewith  permitted  to  be  made  of  a 
four-page  quarto  leaflet  printed  by  Bradbury  & 
Evans  in  1849  and  sent  to  the  Editor  of  the  Sun 
(Charles  Kent).  It  is  the  only  copy  known, 
which  leads  to  the  supposition  that  it  was  the  only 
copy  printed.  The  incident  to  which  reference  is 
made  is  completely  ignored  by  Dickens's  bio- 
graphers, and  this  gives  it  an  added  interest  and 
value.  The  pamphlet  is  in  the  state  in  which  it 
was  issued. 

The  contents  include  the  documentary  evidence 
collected  by  Dickens  in  his  investigation  of  the 
antecedents  of  one  Thomas  Powell ;  extract  from 
the  press    and    copies   of    letters   from    persons 
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victimised  by  Powell,  a  letter  from  Dr.  Southwood 
Smith  stating  that  he  believed  Powell  to  be  insane, 
&c.,  &c. 

With  the  pamphlet  is  an  autograph  letter  from 
Dickens  to  the  Editor  of  the  Sun  showing  the 
incentive  for  this  extraordinary  publication.  The 
letter  reads : 

Private   and   Confidential. 
Devonshire  Terrace, 
Friday,  Fourteenth  December,  1849. 

Sir. — I  depart  from  the  usual  course  in  address- 
ing you  thus,  and  in  forwarding  to  you  a  proof 
I  have  had  privately  printed  for  this  purpose  only, 
under  special  circumstances.  Being  advised  from 
America  that  "  Mr.  Thomas  Powell,  a  literary 
gentleman  from  England  "  was  about  to  enter  on 
a  career  of  scurrility  and  libel  there,  which  he  had 
already  begun  by  publishing  a  "  Life  "  of  myself 
in  all  respects  utterly  false ;  and  knowing  Mr. 
Powell's  history  and  the  certainty  of  his  proceeding 
in  this  course  to  any  extent,  unless  summarily 
stopped ;  I  deemed  it  necessary  to  expose  him. 
I  therefore  wrote  to  a  friend  in  New  York  that  the 
Mr.  Powell  in  question  was  "  a  forger  and  a  thief," 
and  had  been  confined  as  a  lunatic  besides — and 
requested  him  to  publish  that  piece  of  intelligence. 

It  appeared,  I  learn  from  my  friend,  in  a  great 
many  American  newspapers,  being  copied  from 
one  into  another ;  and  the  mail,  which  arrived 
yesterday,  informs  me  that  there  is  now  much 
virtuous  discussion  and  threatening  actions  for 
libel,  among  them,  on  the  subject.  With  no  view 
whatever  to  the  publication  of  the  facts  in  this  country 
(which,  indeed,  I  wish  to  avoid  if  possible)  but 
simply  that,  in  case  any  of  these  humerous  refer- 
ences to  the  matter  should  meet  your  eye,  you 
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should  be  possessed  of  the  facts,  I  take  the  liberty 
as  between  two  gentlemen  to  forward  them  to  you, 
as  I  have  collected  them  within  a  few  hours. 
I  am  Sir 

Your  faithful  servant 

Charles  Dickens. 
The  Editor  of  the  Sun. 

With  envelope  addressed  and  franked,  and  with 
Dickens's  seal. 

A  comparison  of  dates  shows  that,  on  learning 
of  Powell's  threatened  suit  for  libel,  Dickens,  in 
two  days'  time,  made  his  inquiries,  collected  his 
materials,  printed  the  leaflet  and  sent  it  to  the 
newspaper. 

Additional  interest  is  given  to  this  incident  by 
the  statement  by  F.  G.  Kitton  that  the  novelist 
drew  from  Powell  some  of  the  characteristics  of 
Micawber.  Powell  zealously  cultivated  the  ac- 
quaintance of  well-known  writers.  In  the  Smith 
collection  there  is  a  volume  of  Shelley's  poems 
with  an  inscription  by  Leigh  Hunt :  "  The  name  of 
Thomas  Powell  is  one  that  Shelley  himself  would 
gladly  have  written  on  the  title  page  of  Shelley's 
works."  He  published  a  volume  of  verses,  the 
proof  sheets  of  which,  corrected  by  Robert  Brown- 
ing, were  recently  in  the  hands  of  an  American 
bookseller.  He  also  wrote  "  The  Living  Authors 
of  England,"  (New  York,  1849).  Browning  after- 
wards regretted  his  acquaintance  with  Powell ; 
for,  after  burning  all  his  early  correspondence, 
the  poet  wrote  to  a  friend,  "  None  of  your  Powells 
inspecting  my  bowels."  Powell  was  also  ac- 
quainted with  Tennyson  and  Wordsworth. 
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After  having  been  prosecuted  in  England  for 
forgery,  he  was  incarcerated  in  an  asylum  at 
Hoxton,  probably  the  one  which  sheltered  Charles 
Lamb  for  a  few  weeks.  He  was  released,  carried 
on  his  criminal  practice  in  America,  and  died  a 
suicide. 


DICKENS-THACKERAY  SPEECHES,  1858 

At  the  sale  of  the  library  of  Charles  C.  Johnston, 
of  Chicago,  by  the  Anderson  Auction  Company  in 
New  York,  on  December  23,  1912,  a  pamphlet 
was  sold  for  the  great  sum  of  $610.  Its  full  title 
was :  Proceedings  at  the  Thirteenth  Anniversary 
Festival  of  the  Royal  General  Theatrical  Fund, 
Held  at  the  Freemasons'  Tavern,  Great  Queen 
Street,  Monday,  March  29,  1858.  Wm.  M. 
Thackeray,  Esq.,  in  the  Chair.  12mo,  original 
paper  wrappers  in  a  silk-board  cover ;  within  a 
green  levant  morocco  slip  case  made  by  Sangorski 
&  Sutcliffe,  London  :  Printed  by  Frederic  Ledger, 
1858. 

In  continuing  the  description  of  this  item,  the 
catalogue  went  on  to  say  : 

An  exceedingly  rare  brochure  of  36  pages 
containing  a  2,000-word  speech  by  Thackeray, 
and  one  of  1,000  words  by  Dickens.  No  copy 
of  this  is  known  to  be  in  the  British  Museum, 
or  in  the  well-known  Lambert  collection  in 
Philadelphia.  In  fact,  it  would  seem  to  be 
unknown  to  Thackeray  collectors  and  biblio- 
graphers generally.  We  can  trace  but  three 
copies,  the  one  mentioned  by  Lewis  Melville, 
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Thackeray's  biographer,  as  being  in  the 
possession  of  Mr.  S.  Causley,  and  the  only 
known  copy  at  the  time  (1910)  ;  a  copy  ex- 
hibited at  the  Grolier  Club,  of  New  York,  in 
January-March,  1912,  loaned  by  an  American 
bibliophile ;    and  the  copy  here  noted. 

The  speeches  of  both  great  authors  on  this 
occasion  exhibit  only  the  best  of  good  fellow- 
ship and  sincere  appreciation  for  each  other's 
literary  ability,  and  are  unquestionable  testi- 
mony to  the  friendly  relations  existing  between 
them,  in  spite  of  much  testimony  to  the 
contrary. 

A  letter  of  thanks  to  Thackeray  for  occupy- 
ing the  Chair  at  these  proceedings  is  printed 
at  the  beginning  of  this  report,  and  acts  as  a 
species  of  preface  to  it.  The  date  is — 
"  Theatre  Royal,  Hay  market,  September  18th, 
1858,"  and  is  signed  by  John  Baldwin  Buck- 
stone,  Honorary  Treasurer,  whose  clever 
speech,  which  includes  references  to  both  the 
great  writers,  is  also  incorporated  in  the  report 
of  the  Proceedings. 

MR.  THACKERAY,  MR.  YATES  AND  THE 
GARRICK  CLUB 

This  is  the  title  of  a  very  rare  pamphlet  issued 
by  Edmund  Yates,  giving  his  side  of  a  famous 
quarrel  which  is  familiar  to  nearly  all  who  read. 
It  is  known  that  Dickens  never  entered  the  Garrick 
Club  after  it  had  expelled  his  friend  Yates,  and  his 
coolness  towards  Thackeray  never  moderated 
until  a  few  weeks  before  the  latter' s  death  when, 
meeting  at  the  Athenaeum,  they  renewed  an  old 
acquaintance. 
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The  first  printing  of  the  affair  was  in  Yates's 
paper,  Tovm  Talk,  and  it  was  reprinted  in  the  form 
under  discussion.  It  appears  also  that  there 
must  have  been  two  issues  of  the  first  edition  as 
well  as  a  fac-simile  reprint  issued  in  the  later 
'90's.  The  Grolier  Club  had  a  copy  in  its  1913 
exhibition  which,  it  says,  seems  to  have  been 
Dickens's  copy.  It  was  called  a  first  issue  with 
Dickens  misspelled  "  Dickes  "  on  p.  14. 

The  title  on  the  wrapper :  Mr.  Thackeray,  Mr. 
Yates/And/the  Garrick  Club. /The/Correspondence 
and  Facts. /Stated  By /Edmund  Yates. /Printed  for 
Private  Circulation. /1 859. 

Collation.  On  the  reverse  of  the  wrapper : 
London  : /Printed  by  Taylor  and  Greening,  Gray- 
stoke  Place,/Fetter  Lane,  Holbom  ;  text  (III)-15, 
the  last  page  being  blank.  Imprint  on  p.  15  one 
line  with  the  word  London  in  place  of  Holborn 
at  the  end. 

Values. 

A  copy  sold  at  Sotheby's,  December,  1891, 
brought  £20.  A  London  dealer  in  a  1912  catalogue 
offered  a  copy  for  £12,  without  the  error.  The 
fac-simile  reprint  is  worth  between  £2  and  £3. 


ALBERT    SMITH'S    DRAMATISATION    OF 
THE  CRICKET  ON  THE  HEARTH 

This  little  pamphlet  is  given  a  place  here  because 
of  the  unexplainable  fluctuations  in  values.  It  was 
rather  closely  associated  with  Dickens  because  he 
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permitted  Albert  Smith  to  make  the  stage  version 
from  the  early  proofs  of  the  Christmas  Book.  In 
fact,  the  date  of  the  book  under  review  was  dated 
1845,  while  "  The  Cricket "  itself  bore  the  date  of 
a  year  later. 

To  recur  to  the  rise  and  fall  of  prices,  let  it  be 
stated  that  at  the  sale  of  the  Kbrary  of  the  late 
Captain  J.  F.  Hinckley,  of  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  at  the 
Anderson  rooms.  New  York,  on  February  27,  1912, 
a  copy  of  the  pamphlet  was  put  up  by  the  auc- 
tioneer. There  was  spirited  bidding  between  three 
contestants  and  finally,  narrowing  down  to  a  New 
York  and  a  Philadelphia  dealer,  it  was  sold  for 
$95,  and  in  five  minutes  thereafter  it  was  re-sold 
to  a  noted  collector,  Henry  E.  Huntington,  of 
New  York,  for  a  10  per  cent,  advance,  or  $104.50. 
It  had  been  catalogued  as  extremely  scarce.  In 
the  following  May  the  writer  received  a  catalogue 
from  a  Chicago  dealer  in  which  a  similar  item  was 
offered  for  $1.50.  It  was  ordered  by  telegraph, 
and  a  beautiful  copy  was  the  result.  Later 
another  copy  was  asked  for  and  the  dealer  sent  a 
second  one  equally  as  good  as  the  first.  About 
this  time  a  London  dealer  had  offered  to  the 
Philadelphia  dealer  who  had  bought  in  the  New 
York  copy  a  re-bound  copy  without  the  wrappers 
for  £6.  It  was  not  purchased.  To  throw  a  little 
more  light  on  the  matter  of  prices,  it  may  be  stated 
that  in  February,  1898,  a  copy  was  sold  at  Puttick's 
for  255.  Up  to  the  New  York  sale  the  book  could 
easily  be  classed  as  a  rarity.  It  is  now  a  question 
whether  somebody  in  London  has  found  a  mine  of 
these  books  and     is  slowly  putting  them  on  the 
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market  at  a  low  price.  It  may  be  a  repetition  of 
the  find  of  "  The  Village  Coquette  "  in  1894. 

The  drama  was  issued  in  a  stitched  yellow  paper 
wrapper  with  the  date  on  the  outside  wrapper 
but  none  on  the  title  page.  It  was  16mo  in  size. 
The  title  :  The/Entirely  New  and  Original  Drama,/ 
In  Three  Parts,/  Entitled  The/Cricket  On  The 
Hearth/ A  Fairy  Tale  of  Home. /Dramatised  By 
/Albert  Smith,  Esq., /(Member  of  the  Dramatic 
Authors'  Society),  From  early  Proofs  of  the  Work, 
/By  the  Express  Permission  Of  The  Author,/ 
Charles  Dickens,  Esq. /As  Performed  At  The/ 
Theatre  Royal,  Lyceum. /Price — One  Shilling./ 
London  : /Printed  and  Published  by  W.  S.  Johnson, 
"  Nassau  Steam  Press," /60,  St.  Martin's  Lane. 

Collation.  Title,  on  the  reverse  one  unnum- 
bered page  of  Dramatis  Personse ;  pp.  (Ill) — 39. 
Imprint  one  line  at  the  bottom  of  the  last  page. 
The  inside  and  last  pages  of  the  wrappers  carry 
advertisements,  the  final  paragraph  of  the  last 
page  recommends  itself  to  those  who  can  see 
the  funny  sides  of  life.  One  A.  Davis,  dealer  in 
saddlery  and  harness,  after  using  an  entire  page 
to  tell  what  he  has  to  seU,  winds  up  as  follows  : 

So  many  mistakes  having  arisen  by  a  Widow 
Woman  (sic)  putting  up  "  From  33,"  A. 
Davis  cautions  the  public  to  particularly 
notice  that  his  shop  in  the  strand  has  two 
windows,  and  is  No.  33,  Strand. 

There  is  a  typographical  error  in  the  third  word 
of  the  ninth  line  of  the  title  page  in  the  copy  at 
hand. 
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THE    BEADNELL    AND    KOLLE    LETTERS 

Two  mighty  contributions  to  the  biography  of 
Charles  Dickens  were  embodied  in  the  letters 
printed  in  two  books  issued  in  America  by  the 
famous  Bibliophile  Society  of  Boston.  Of  these, 
the  first  was  entitled  "  Charles  Dickens  and  Maria 
Beadnell.  Private  Correspondence."  It  was  edited 
by  Professor  George  Pierce  Baker,  and  it  pre- 
sented a  complete  story  of  young  Dickens's  first 
love  affair,  concerning  which  all  the  biographers 
were  in  perfect  ignorance. 

In  the  course  of  his  editorial  functions  Professor 
Baker  wrote  :  "  It  is  reported  that  some  ten  years 
ago  a  series  of  letters  from  Dickens  to  the  friend 
of  his  youth,  Henry  KoUe,  changed  hands  in 
Birmingham,  England.  The  present  editor  hopes 
that  the  publication  of  the  letters  in  this  book 
may  bring  this  set  to  light,  for  they  should  supple- 
ment and  explain  the  letters  here  given." 

This  met  with  a  response  from  Harry  B.  Smith, 
who  possessed  the  letters  to  Kolle  referred  to  by 
Professor  Baker,  and  led  to  the  publication  of  the 
second  book.  The  companion  volume  was  called  : 
"  The  Earliest  Letters  of  Charles  Dickens  (Written 
To  His  Friend  Henry  KoUe),  Edited  By  Harry  B. 
Smith,  New  York,  For  Private  Distribution  Only." 

More  precise  reference  is  made  to  this  book  in 
the  early  portion  of  this  Bibliography  covering 
"  Sketches  By  Boz,"  and  further  quotations  are 
also  made  in  other  parts.  The  two  volumes  are 
dated  1908  and  1910,  respectively.  They  were 
constructed  in  the  highest  form  of  modern  book 

251 


CHARLES  DICKENS 

art,  illuminated  with  fac-similes  of  some  of  the 
important  letters,  and  otherwise  illustrated.  Each 
was  limited  to  about  500  copies,  so  that  both  are 
now  much  sought  by  collectors.  They  have 
appeared  in  auction  rooms,  and  the  prices  have 
gone  as  high  as  $32  for  the  first,  and  a  little  less 
for  the  second  volume.  As  the  merits  of  the  books 
become  better  known,  values  will  undoubtedly 
increase. 
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PART   VIII 

MISCELLANEOUS  AND  UNCLASSIFIED 

The  Royal  Literary  Fund 

VERY  few  collectors  seem  to  have  included 
among  their  Dickensiana  three  pamphlets 
in  the  preparation  of  two  of  which 
Dickens  had  more  than  a  passing  interest.  It 
was  quite  the  literary  duel  of  that  period,  and 
such  periodicals  as  the  Examiner  and  AihencBum 
gave  considerable  space  to  it.  With  John  Forster 
and  Charles  W.  Dilke,  Dickens  was  a  member  of 
the  committee  of  the  Royal  Literary  Fund,  which 
was  to  benefit  indigent  writers.  The  trio  resigned 
as  a  protest  to  the  methods  used  in  the  distribution 
of  the  funds,  and  then  issued  a  small  pamphlet 
outlining  their  side  of  the  case.  In  reply  the 
committee  published  a  Summary  of  Facts,  to 
which  a  rejoinder  was  made  by  the  Reformers 
which  they  called  their  Answer.  The  titles  : 

The  Case/Of/The  Reformers/In/The  Literary 
Fund;  /Stated  By/Charles  W.  Dilke,  Charles 
Dickens  and  John  Forster.  [1858.] 

Collation.     Title  and  text,  pp.  [lJ-16. 

Royal  Literary  Fund. /A  Summary  of  Facts,/ 
[Five  Lines] /Together  With/ A  Report  of  the 
Proceedings  of  the  last  Annual  Meeting, /March  12, 
1858. 

Royal  Literary  Fund. /The  Answer /To/The  Com- 
mittee's Summary  of  "  Facts. "/By /C.  W.  Dilke, 
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Charles  Dickens,  And/ John  Forster. /London  :/ 
Bradbury  and  Evans,  11,  Bouverie  Street. /1 858.* 

Collation.     Same  as  the  first  pamphlet. 

Each  was  octavo  in  size  and  stitched. 

Thomson  says  the  pamphlets  are  usually  priced 
about  155.  but  that  seems  to  be  very  low  in  view 
of  the  rarity  of  their  appearance  in  auction  rooms 
or  in  the  hands  of  dealers. 


MRS.  GAMP  WITH  THE  STROLLING 
PLAYERS 

This  is  an  imfinished  bit  of  writing  which 
Dickens  did  in  1847  to  aid  Leigh  Hxint.  It  was  to 
be  a  humorous  version  of  a  "  new  Piljians  Projiss." 
The  artist  who  promised  to  illustrate  the  sketch 
failed  to  respond  and  the  project  failed.  Forster 
used  the  letterpress  in  his  "  Life,"  and  the  first 
separate  publication  was  made  in  1899  from  the 
MS.  which  is  owned  by  Lowell  M.  Palmer.  The 
printing  was  a  private  one  done  by  the  GilUss  Press, 
of  New  York,  and  only  85  copies  were  struck  off. 
It  was  an  octavo  with  white  paper  boards  gold 
lettered. 

The  title  :  Mrs.  Gamp/with  the  Strolling  Players/ 
An/Unfinished/Sketch/By /Charles  Dickens.  /  New 
York/Privately  Printed/MDCCCXCIX. 

Collation.  Three  blank  leaves  ;  one  unnum- 
bered page  on  the  reverse  of  which  "  Printed  for 
Mr.  Lowell  M.  Palmer,"  etc.  ;  half  title,  title,  with 
"  eighty-five  copies  printed,"  on  the  reverse,  and 

*  In  a  1913  catalogue  of  a  London  dealer  this  pamphlet  was  listed 
as  being  of  extreme  rarity.     The  price  asked  was  10  guineas. 
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Note,  pp.  [1-X]  ;  half-title  and  text,  pp.  [1-21]. 
Frontispiece  portrait  and  two  plates  by  F.  W. 
Pailthorpe. 


THE   READING   EDITIONS 

When  Dickens  on  December  3,  1844,  in  the  home 
of  John  Forster,  read  "  The  Chimes  "  to  a  gathering 
of  friendly  spirits,  he  unconsciously  laid  the  foun- 
dation as  a  reader.  As  a  public  reader  he  made  his 
bow  in  December,  1853,  when  he  read  the  "  Carol  " 
and  "  The  Cricket  on  the  Hearth  "  in  the  Town 
Hall,  at  Birmingham,  on  behalf  of  the  Midland 
Institute.  This  was  the  beginning  of  a  series  which 
lasted  eighteen  months  and  included  English, 
Scotch  and  Irish  cities.  Other  seasons  followed  in 
1861-63,  1866-67  and  1868-70.  In  addition  there 
was  the  trip  to  America  devoted  to  readings  and 
which  lasted  from  November,  1867,  to  April,  1868. 

In  1858,  Bradbury  and  Evans  printed  special 
reading  editions  arranged  by  Dickens  and  which 
included  "A  Christmas  Carol,"  "The  Chimes," 
"The  Cricket  on  the  Hearth,"  "The  Story  of 
Little  Dombey,"  and  "The  Poor  Traveller," 
"  Boots  at  the  Holly-Tree  Inn  "  and  "  Mrs.  Gamp," 
the  latter  three  being  in  one  volume. 

Each  was  a  16mo  in  size  and  uniformly  bound 
in  a  green,  printed,  pictorial  paper  wrapper. 

Values. 

The  scarcity  of  these  little  books  have  caused 
fairly  high  prices  to  prevail,  particularly  in  America. 
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Anderson's,  New  York,  December,  1908,  disposed 
of  a  copy  of  "  Little  Dombey  "  for  $12,  and  "  The 
Poor  Traveller,"  etc.  for  $4.50 ;  a  year  later 
copies  re-bound  by  Riviere  sold  for  $5  and  $10.50 
respectively  ;  December,  1911,  re-bound  by  Zaehns- 
dorf,  went  for  $8  each.  At  Freeman's,  Philadelphia, 
February,  1911,  in  the  original  wrappers,  these 
books  fetched  $5  and  $8. 

When  Dickens  re- visited  America  in  1868,  Ticknor 
and  Fields,  of  Boston,  published  a  dozen  or  more 
pamphlets,  each  containing  two  readings.  On  the 
reverse  of  each  title-page  there  was  an  endorsement 
of  the  edition  by  the  Author,  and  on  each  title 
page  bore  the  statement  "  As  Condensed  By 
Himself,"  and  the  price  "  25  cents."  Readings 
not  contained  in  the  English  edition  of  1858  were 
the  following:  "The  Trial  From  Pickwick," 
"David  Copperfield,"  "Mr.  Bob  Sawyer's  Party," 
"  At  Mr.  Squeer's  School,"  and  "  Doctor  Marigold." 
Each  selection  had  a  distinct  title  page  and  pagina- 
tion, as  well  as  one  illustration  by  Sol  Eytinge. 

They  were  16mo  in  size,  with  a  paper  wrapper 
in  green. 

It  appears  that  later  these  issues  were  bound  up 
and  published  in  a  cloth-bound  volume.  One  of 
these  with  an  inscription  by  Dickens  sold  for 
£13  55.  at  Sotheby's,  December,  1891. 

The  Grolier  Club,  of  New  York,  exhibited  in  1913 
a  set  of  reading  editions  which  were  privately 
printed  especially  for  Dickens's  use  in  his  enter- 
tainment. There  were  altogether  eleven  of  the 
books,  two  of  the  volumes  with  the  text  of  ordinary 
editions  (1846  and  1849)  laid  in  and  changed.  In 
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"Charles  Dickens  as  a  Reader"  (1872),  Charles 
Kent  describes  the  appearance  of  the  pages  after 
Dickens  had  prepared  them  for  reading  purposes — 
of  the  "  network  of  blots  and  lines  in  the  way  of 
correction  or  of  obliteration."  In  these  books  and 
not  included  in  the  1858  and  1868  editions,  Dickens 
had  added  "  Mrs.  Lirriper's  Lodgings,"  "  Barbox 
Brothers "  and  The  Bastille  Prisoner  from  "  A 
Tale  of  Two  Cities."  Eight  of  the  books  were 
undated.  In  each  was  Dickens's  bookplate  and  label. 

Considerable  light  was  thrown  on  the  subject  of 
the  privately  printed  issues  of  the  reading  editions 
in  a  catalogue  published  by  Maggs  Brothers,  of 
London,  dated  April-May,  1913.  Here  were  dis- 
closed four  of  these  books,  which,  judging  from 
the  descriptions  and  prices,  must  be  of  the  greatest 
rarity.  Their  titles  were :  ( 1 )  Mrs.  Lirriper's  Lodgings 
(already  mentioned)  ;  (2)  Doctor  Marigold  ;  (3) 
Bardell  and  Pickwick  ;  Mr.  Chops,  the  Dwarf ; 
Mr.  Bob  Sawyer's  Party  ;  (4)  Great  Expectations. 
Of  the  first  two  the  catalogue  says  that  "  only  one 
copy  (of  each)  appears  to  have  been  sold  during 
the  last  35  years."  It  would  be  interesting  to  know 
whether  the  copy  of  Mrs.  Lirriper's  Lodgings 
exhibited  by  the  Grolier  Club  is  the  one  '*  sold 
during  the  last  35  years."  Concerning  No.  3,  it  is 
stated  that  "  this  is  the  only  copy  we  have  ever 
seen  or  heard  of."  The  fourth  is  described  as 
follows  :  "  Of  this  '  Reading  '  only  one  other  copy 
has  been  recorded.  It  is  not  mentioned  in  any  of 
the  Bibliographies." 

Further  information  is  to  the  effect  that  these 
copies  "  were  specially  prepared  and  modified  by 
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Dickens  himself,  for  use  in  his  *  Reading,'  and 
only  a  very  few  copies  of  each  were  printed  for 
presentation  to  personal  friends.  Though  none 
bear  a  date,  they  were  all  printed  in  the  year  1866." 

The  price  asked  for  each  copy  was  £52  10-s. 

Collation.  Title  page :  Great  Expectations.  / 
A  Reading. /In  Three  Stages. /Privately  Printed. 
On  verso  of  title  page  at  its  foot  London  :  Printed 
by  William  Clowes  &  Sons,  Stamford  Street/and 
Charing  Cross,  which  is  repeated  in  the  centre  of 
the  last  page ;  pp.  including  the  title,  160.  Size 
of  paper  8J  by  5J  inches. 

Title  page :  Bardell  and  Pickwick. /Mr.  Chops, 
the  Dwarf. /Mr.  Bob  Sawyer's  Party. /Three  Read- 
ings./Each  In  One  Chapter. /Privately  Printed ; 
pp.  82,  in  a  blue  paper  wrapper  measuring  8  J  by  5^ 
inches.  It  was  printed  also  by  William  Clowes  & 
Son,  and  not  more  than  20  copies  were  issued  for 
presentation  to  the  novelist's  personal  friends. 

Title  page :  Doctor  Marigold. /A  Reading. /In 
Two  Parts. /Privately  Printed,  on  reverse  of  which, 
same  imprint  as  in  Great  Expectations ;  pp.  53, 
and  at  the  end  a  blank  page  on  the  reverse. 

Title  page  :  Mrs.  Lirriper's  Lodgings. /A  Reading. 
/Privately  Printed  ;  on  the  reverse  imprint  of  the 
printer  as  in  Great  Expectations  ;  pp.  54,  and  a 
blank  page  with  the  imprint  repeated  in  the  centre 
of  the  obverse. 
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IN    THREE   STAGES. 


PliTVA  TEL  r  P BIN  TED. 


Title  page  of  the  privately  printed  "Reading"  edition  of 

"  Great  Expectations,"  very  rare.     The  appearances  of  only 

two  copies  have  been  recorded. 


PART  IX.— PRESENTATION  COPIES 


PART   IX 

PRESENTATION  COPIES 

NO  writer  was  more  generous  to  his  friends 
than  Charles  Dickens  in  the  distribution 
of  personal  copies  of  his  works.  There 
are  numerous  books  bearing  his  autograph  and 
perhaps  some  cheery  sentiment  which  made 
the  lucky  recipient  appreciate  the  gift  more  than 
if  it  had  been  something  of  a  greater  value. 
At  the  present  day  these  "  association "  books 
have  grown  in  prices  so  greatly  that  one  wonders 
where  they  will  stop.  But  it  was  not  always  so. 
There  had  been  an  unwritten  law  of  the  bookseller 
that  a  name  on  a  title  page  defaced  a  book  and 
thus  impaired  its  value.  Up  to  six  or  seven  years  ago 
collectors  began  to  overrule  the  dicta  of  the  dealers, 
and  they  decided  that  books  having  a  personal 
association  with  the  great  English  Author  possessed 
an  added  value.  And  the  booksellers  began  to 
revise  their  theories,  and  they  have  been  amply 
remunerated. 

A  Philadelphia  bookseller  cites  an  instance 
which  shows  how  prices  have  mounted.  Some  years 
ago  he  sold  a  presentation  copy  of  "  Bleak  House  " 
to  a  collector.  It  had  been  given  by  Dickens  to 
Dudley  Costello.  The  price  which  the  dealer 
obtained  was  $150.  Eighteen  months  later  the 
collector  re-sold  the  book  to  the  dealer  for  $380, 
who  made  a  quick  turn  and  sold  the  book  for  a 
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10  per  cent,  advance,  or  $418.  Figures  given  in 
the  pages  which  follow  will  show  still  more  as- 
tonishing results. 

Dickens  had  several  methods  in  presenting  books 
to  his  friends.  The  most  common  one  was  to  use 
the  title-page  as  the  place  for  the  inscription. 
Sometimes  his  autograph  was  found  on  the  half- 
title,  and  more  infrequently  he  would  enclose  a 
sheet  of  letter  paper  on  which  was  written  the 
presentation,  and  occasionally  a  longer  letter 
would  accompany  the  book. 

One  of  the  closest  of  the  association  books 
which  has  fallen  under  the  observation  of  the  writer 
is  one  which  came  into  the  possession  of  Charles 
Sessler,  a  Philadelphia  dealer.  Dickens  had  taken 
the  three- volume  edition  of  "  Master  Humphrey's 
Clock,"  and  with  his  own  hands  had  removed  all 
the  extraneous  "  Clock  "  matter,  and  by  cutting 
and  pasting  constructed  a  volume  each  of  "  The 
Old  Curiosity  Shop "  and  "  Barnaby  Rudge." 
These  were  bound  by  Chapman  &  Hall  and 
presented  to  Lord  Francis  Jeffrey.  The  letter 
which  accompanied  the  precious  volumes  told  the 
story  in  the  Author's  own  words  how  the  work 
had  been  accomplished.  Harry  E.  Widener  be- 
came the  purchaser,  paying  $1,800  for  the  two 
volumes. 

Another  important  presentation  copy  to  Lord 
Jeffrey  was  "  A  Christmas  Carol."  It  was  concern- 
ing this  particular  copy  that  Jeffrey  wrote  to 
Dickens  the  letter  which  begins  with  the  words : 
"  Blessings  on  your  kind  heart !  "  and  which 
Forster  quotes  in  full  at   the  end  of  Chapter  I, 
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AMERICAN    NOTES 


FOR    GENERAL    CIRCULATION. 


An  important  presentation  copy   to   Thomas    Carlyle  written  on 

the  half  title  of  "American  Notes."     This  book  brought    |1,050 

in  an  American  auction. 


PRESENTATION  COPIES 

Book  Fourth,  in  the  "  Life."  This  book  was  sold 
by  the  same  dealer  to  Henry  E.  Huntington,  of 
New  York,  for  $450. 

An  unusual  copy  was  the  three-volume  edition 
of  the  *'  Clock  "  which  bore  an  inscription  on  each 
of  the  three  title  pages.  It  was  presented  to  J.  P. 
Harley,  who  afterwards  gave  it  to  John  L.  Toole, 
the  actor.     It  sold  for  $750. 

Merely  as  a  matter  of  comparison  of  past  and 
present  prices  a  few  auction  records  are  given. 

At  Puttick's,  June,  1899,  a  copy  of  the  second 
series  of  the  Sketches,  given  to  J.  P.  Harley, 
went  for  £28.  Christie's,  June,  1899,  "The 
ViUage  Coquettes,"  to  John  HuUah,  £36  105. 
Christie's,  May,  1901,  the  same,  with  a  letter  to 
Harley,  £64.  Christie's,  May,  1900,  "American 
Notes,"  to  Countess  of  Blessington,  £29  (now  in 
the  library  of  Harry  B.  Smith).  Sotheby's,  June, 
1899,  "  A  Christmas  Carol,"  to  Mrs.  Henry  Austin, 
(Dickens's  sister),  £71.  Sotheby's,  June,  1903, 
"  Dombey  and  Son,"  to  Lady  Normanby,  £21 
(now  owned  by  Harry  B.  Smith).  Sotheby's, 
October,  1901,  "  A  Tale  of  Two  Cities,"  to  Kate 
Macready,  £25  IO5. 

On  March  25  and  26,  1912,  the  library  of  William 
W.  AlUs  was  sold  by  the  Anderson  Auction 
Company,  of  New  York.  The  presentation  copies 
in  the  Dickens  Collection  reached  prices  as  fol- 
lows : 

"  Nicholas  Nickleby,"  having  on  the  dedication 
page  the  inscription,  "  Mrs.  George  Cattermole 
From  hers  faithfully,  Charles  Dickens."  There 
was  also  a  letter  written  at  the  same  time  he 
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presented  the  book.  It  was  dated  Doughty  Street, 
23  October,  1839.     The  price  was  $700. 

"  Barnaby  Rudge,"  with  the  inscription  "  From 
Charles  Dickens,  Fourteenth  December,  1843." 
Under  this  someone  had  written,  "  Presented  to 
T.  B.  Brindley  on  the  occasion  of  his  dedication 
of  a  volume  of  poems  to  Charles  Dickens."  Price 
$375. 

"  American  Notes."  Inscription  on  the  half-title, 
"  Thomas  Carlyle,  From  Charles  Dickens,  Nine- 
teenth October,  1842."  On  the  fly-leaf  of  each 
volume  Carlyle  had  written  his  own  name,  and  his 
book-plate  was  in  each  book.  At  Sotheby's, 
March,  1902,  it  was  sold  for  £45  ;  at  this  sale 
it  went  for  $1,050  or  £210. 

*'  A  Christmas  Carol,"  to  "  Frederick  Salmon 
Esquire.  From  his  friend  Charles  Dickens,  Twenty- 
eighth  March,  1846."  Price  $410. 

"The  Haunted  Man,"  to  "Thomas  Beard 
Esquire.  From  his  old  friend,  Charles  Dickens, 
Fourteenth  December,  1848."  Price  $360. 

"  Bleak  House  "  to  "  Robert  BeU,  From  Charles 
Dickens,  Third  October,  1853."  Copy  described 
as  somewhat  water-stained.  Price  $275. 

"The  Chimes"  (1858)  to  "Charles  Dickens, 
Junior,  From  his  affectionate  father  Charles 
Dickens,  Seventh  September,  1858."  Price  $775. 

Of  the  many  interesting  presentation  copies 
given  by  Charles  Dickens  to  his  friends,  none  has 
the  importance  or  the  personal  merit  than  one 
in  the  collection  of  Harry  B.  Smith,  of  New  York. 
Among  collectors  it  is  accounted  as  the  most 
notable  of  "  association  "  books  written  by  Dickens. 

266 


POSTHUMOUS     PAPERS 


CONT/INI-Sa    k    FAirHFUl.    RPCORE    Of    TBr 


PERAMBULATIONS,  PERI  LS.TRAVELS,A^D  VENTURES 


^i3ortmg  ^rangartions 

OK     THE     CORRESPONDING     MEMBERS. 


EDITED    BY    "BOZ." 

WITH    FOUR    ILLUSTRATIONS 
BV  SEYMOUR. 


Wrapper  of  Part  I  of    ■  The  Pickwick  Papers.''  the  famous  presentation  copy  from  the  A.uthor 
to  Mary  Hogarth.     The  most  important  of  all  the  ■•  Association  "  copies.     From  the  Library 

of  Harry  B.  Smith  of  New  York. 


PRESENTATION  COPIES 

It  is  the  earliest  issue  in  parts  of  "  Pickwick 
Papers,"  each  of  the  first  fourteen  having  the 
Author's  autograph  inscription  to  Mary  Hogarth, 
his  sister-in-law,  whose  death  interrupted  the 
writing  of  that  great  book.  The  usual  style  is 
"  Mary  Hogarth  from  hers  most  affectionately," 
signed  in  full,  with  initials  or  "  the  editor."  The 
fifteenth  part  has  the  signature  of  George  Hogarth, 
Dickens's  father-in-law,  the  remaining  of  the 
twenty  parts  were  given  to  Miss  R.  T.  Walker,  an 
intimate  friend  of  Miss  Hogarth.  Forster  refers 
to  the  latter  as  the  ideal  of  the  Author's  life. 

Dickens  told  of  her  death  in  a  letter  which  is 
inserted,  the  chirography  of  which  plainly  indicates 
the  writer's  agitation.  The  letter  is  to  Edward 
Chapman,  of  Chapman  &  Hall,  and  reads  : 

"  Doughty  Street,  Sunday  Night. 
"  My  Dear  Sir  :  We  are  in  deep  and  severe  dis- 
tress. Miss  Hogarth  after  accompanying  Mrs. 
Dickens  and  myself  to  the  theatre  last  night,  was 
suddenly  taken  severely  ill,  and  despite  our  best 
endeavours  to  save  her,  expired  in  my  arms  at 
five  o'clock  this  afternoon. 

"Faithfully  Yours, 

"  Charles  Dickens." 

Naturally,  a  copy  thus  presented  would  be  of 
the  highest  quality  from  a  bibliographic  standpoint. 
It  may  be  said  to  have  most  of  the  "  points."  In 
1889  this  famous  set  changed  hands  for  £50  ;  in 
June,  1899,  Mr.  Smith  paid  £105  for  it.  Those  who 
are  experts  in  the  valuation  of  "  association " 
copies  fix  the  present  price  in  a  well-advertised 
auction  at  between  £800  to  £1,000. 
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Mr.  Smith's  Dickens  collection  forms  a  part  of  a 
library  which  the  owner  calls  a  sentimental  one. 
He  has  nearly  all  of  the  first  editions  and  all  are 
presentation  copies.  Some  of  the  valued  items 
in  the  collection  are  the  following,  prices,  of  course, 
being  omitted : 

*'  Sketches  by  Boz,"  first  series,  1836,  to  "  Mrs. 
Edward  Barrow  from  her  affectionate  Nephew, 
the  Author."  Mrs.  Barrow  was  the  sister  of 
Dickens's  mother,  and  she  painted  a  miniature 
of  the  Author  when  he  was  18  years  old. 

"The  Village  Coquettes,"  1836,  to  "J.  P. 
HuUah,  Esq.,  from  the  Author,  5th  January,  1837." 
Dickens  wrote  the  words,  and  Hullah  the  music, 
of  this  comic  opera.  Inserted  is  a  playbill  of  the 
first  performance,  December  6,  1836.  "  The  Strange 
Gentleman  "  was  also  a  part  of  the  bill. 

"  Sketches  by  Boz,"  second  series,  1837,  "J.  P. 
Hullah,  from  the  Author." 

"  Pickwick  Papers,"  1837,  "  W.  C.  Macready, 
Esq.,  with  the  Author's  best  regards."  With  Mac- 
ready's  book-plate. 

"  Pickwick  Papers,"  1837,  bound  from  the  parts 
with  a  set  of  Onwhyn  plates.  Inserted  is  a  letter 
which  is  signed  "  Believe  me  (in  Pickwickian  haste.) 
Faithfully  yours,  Charles  Dickens."  It  is  addressed 
to  Chapman  &  Hall. 

"  Sketches  by  Boz,"  first  octavo  edition,  1839. 
Presented  by  Dickens  to  his  father. 

"  Sketches  of  Young  Couples,"  1840,  to  "  W.  C. 
Macready  from  his  faithful  friend  Charles  Dickens. 
Twentieth  March,  1841."  Book  was  probably 
bound  by  Dickens  as  a  present  to  his  friend. 
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"  A  Christmas  Carol "   given    to  P'rederick  Salmon.      It  was  a 
first  edition  though  the  presentation  bore  a  later  date. 
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THE   CHIMES. 


A  very  late  issue  of  "  The  Chimes "''  of  the  greatest  association 

interest.     It    was  recently  sold   at   auction    in    America   and 

brought  a  big  price. 


PRESENTATION  COPIES 

"  Oliver  Twist,"  third  edition,  1841,  to  "  Mrs. 
Henry  Austin  from  Charles  Dickens.  New  Year's 
day,  1842."  Mrs.  Austin  was  Dickens's  sister 
Letitia. 

*'  Memoirs  of  Joseph  Grimaldi,"  first  issue,  1838, 
"J.  P.  Harley,  from  his  very  sincerely  Charles 
Dickens." 

"  Nicholas  Nickleby,"  1839,  "  Frederick  Salmon, 
Esquire,  from  Charles  Dickens.  Twenty-fifth 
October,  1841." 

"  Master  Humphrey's  Gock,"  three- volume 
edition,  1840,  on  title  page  of  Vol.  I.  "  Walter 
Savage  Landor  from  his  cordial  friend  and  admirer 
Charles  Dickens."  It  was  at  Landor's  house  in 
Bath  that  the  character  of  Little  Nell  was  conceived. 

"  American  Notes,"  1842,  "  The  Countess  of 
Blessington  from  Charles  Dickens.  Eighteenth 
October,  1842."  The  date  marks  the  day  on  which 
the  book  was  issued. 

"  A  Christmas  Carol,"  first  issue,  1843,  "  Douglas 
Jerrold  from  his  friend  Charles  Dickens,  January, 
1844."  Another  copy  presented  to  Thomas  Noon 
Talfourd. 

"The  Chimes,"  1845,  the  half-title  bears  the 
following  autograph  inscription  :  "  This  is  my  part 
of  a  bargain  made  with  Mr.  Davis  on  board  the 
Charlemagne  steamer  between  Marseilles  and 
Genoa,  on  the  nineteenth  of  December,  1845.* 
Charles  Dickens.  London,  first  August,  1845." 

"  The  Cricket  on  the  Hearth,"  1846.  On  the 
half-title   is   Victor   Hugo's    autograph    and   the 

♦  Dickens  absentmindedly  wrote  1845  in  the  inscription  ;  it  was  in 
December,  1844,  that  he  made  the  trip  referred  to. 
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following  inscription  in  Dickens's  handwriting : 
"  Avec  les  compliments  et  remerciments  de  M. 
Charles  Dickens.  48  Rue  de  Courcelles,  30  Janvier, 
1847." 

"The  Haunted  Man,"  1848,  "J.  T.  Gordon 
from  Charles  Dickens.  Fifteenth  December,  1848." 

"Pictures  from  Italy,"  1846.  "Mr.  Serjeant 
Talfourd  with  the  regards  of  his  affectionate  friend 
Charles  Dickens.  Devonshire  Terrace,  Nineteenth 
May,  1846." 

"  Dombey  and  Son,"  1848,  "  Lady  Normanby 
from  Charles  Dickens. /Devonshire  Terrace,  York 
Gate,  Regents  Park,  Sixth  September,  1848." 
A  specially  bound  presentation  copy  designed  for 
the  one  to  whom  the  book  was  dedicated. 

"David  Copperfield,"  1850,  "The  Reverend 
W.  G.  Cookesley  from  Charles  Dickens.  First 
January,  1851."  Charles  Dickens,  Jr.,  was  a  pupil 
at  Eton,  where  Dr.  Cookesley  was  master.  Inserted 
is  a  letter  to  him  from  Dickens,  in  which  he  is 
thanked  for  his  interest  in  "  Charley." 

"Bleak  House,"  1853,  "  Mamey  and  Katie 
from  their  affectionate  father,  Charles  Dickens. 
December,  1853."  Another  copy  to  "  Peter  Rack- 
ham,  Esquire,  from  Charles  Dickens.  June,  1854." 

"A  Child's  History  of  England,"  1852-3-4, 
"  George  Watson  from  his  affectionate  friend 
Charles  Dickens.    Christmas,  1854." 

"  Little  Dorrit,"  1857,  presentation  copy  to 
W.  H.  Wills.  Another  copy  with  Dickens's 
autograph  on  the  title  page  and  the  date  Sixth 
October,  1858. 

"  A  Tale  of  Two  Cities,"  1859,  "  Charles  Dickens 
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Dickens's  presentation  to  Dr.  Elliotson  on  a  sheet  of  Gad's  Hill 
note  paper.  It  also  bears  a  later  presentation  in  the  autograph 
of  Dr.  Elliotson.  The  whole  is  associated  with  a  copy  of  the 
first  edition  of  "  Great  Expectations,"  and  is  owned  by  the 
author  of  this  Bibliography. 


PRESENTATION  COPIES 

to  Thomas  Mitton.  The  New  Year,  1860."  Mitton 
was  Dickens's  schoolfellow  and  afterwards  his 
solicitor.  It  was  to  him  that  Dickens  gave  the 
manuscript  of  "A  Christmas  Carol,"  now  owned  by 
the  J.  Pierpont  Morgan  collection. 

Christmas  numbers  of  All  the  Year  Round, 
1859-67,  in  book  form,  "  Charles  Kent,  an  old 
year's  remembrance  from  his  affectionate  friend, 
Charles  Dickens.  December,  1868." 

"  Great  Expectations,  third  edition,  "  Charles 
Dickens  to  Samuel  Cartwright,  Fourth  October, 
1861." 

"The  Uncommercial  Traveller,"  1861,  "Dr. 
EUiotson  from  Charles  Dickens,  Christmas,  1860." 
Dr.  EUiotson  saved  Thackeray's  life  in  a  severe 
illness  and  the  latter  dedicated  "  Pendennis  "  to 
him.  He  also  attended  John  Overs,  who  performed 
a  like  literary  service  in  the  dedication  of  "  Even- 
ings of  a  Workingman."  EUiotson  was  the  Doctor 
in  "  Little  Dorrit,"  and  his  daughter  was  the 
prototype  of  Esther  Summerson  in  "  Bleak  House." 

"  Our  Mutual  Friend,"  1865,  "  Charles  Dickens 
to  Thomas  Mitton.  Wednesday,  Fifteenth  Novem- 
ber, 1865." 

Harry  E.  Widener,  of  PhUadelphia,  whose 
untimely  death  on  the  Titanic  cut  short  the  prom- 
ising career  of  an  enthusiastic  and  inteUigent 
bibliophUe,  had  formed  a  fine  collection  of  presen- 
tation copies.     A  number  of  these  may  be  noted : 

"  The  Vniage  Coquettes,"  to  J.  P.  Harley,  with 
a  letter  inserted  referring  to  the  play. 

"  Pickwick  Papers  "  to  "  WiUiam  Harrison  Ains- 
worth,  from  his  most  faithfully,  Charles  Dickens." 
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SPEECHES 

"  >^"^V  N  his  feet,"  Charles  Dickens  was  delight- 
■        Iful.    His   reputation  as  a  dinner  speaker 

X^.>^was  probably  superior  to  any  of  his 
contemporaries,  and  his  services  were  always 
in  demand.  Most  of  his  addresses  were  care- 
fully prepared  and  corrected  before  delivery. 
Occasionally  proof-sheets  with  the  novelist's  mark- 
ings come  into  the  market,  and  these  show  the 
pains  which  were  taken  to  make  the  speeches 
what  they  were  desired. 

Nearly  all  the  important  formal  addresses 
appeared  afterwards  in  pamphlet  form,  and  these 
are  becoming  scarce  and  are  commanding  large 
figures.  The  most  noted  of  these  may  be  set 
down  as  follows : 

Report  Of  The  Dinner  Given  To  Charles  Dickens, 
In  Boston,  February  1,  1842.  Boston :  William 
Crosby  and  Company,  1842. 

16mo,  in  a  buff  paper  wrapper.  Dickens's  speech, 
pp.  10-15. 

Address  Written  For  The  Occasion  Of  The 
Amateur  Performance  at  Manchester,  On  Monday, 
July  26,  1847,  For  The  Benefit  Of  Mr.  Leigh  Hunt. 
By  Mr.  Serjeant  Talfourd.  Spoken  By  Mr. 
Charles  Dickens. 

Octavo  in  a  buff  paper  wrapper. 

Proceedings/At    The /[Second,    Fourth,    Fifth, 
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Sixth,  Seventh,  Eighth  (misprinted  Ninth),  Tenth, 
Thirteenth  and  Twenty-first]  Anniversary  Festival 
[s]/Of  The  General  Theatrical  Fund,/Held  At  The/ 
London  Tavern, /Bishopsgate  Street, /On  [Various 
Dates]  .  .  .  London, /[Various  Imprints]  1847, 
49,  50,  51,  52,  53,  54,  55,  58,  63,  66. 

Most  of  these  pamphlets  were  printed  by 
Edward  Brewster,  Hand  Court,  Dowgate.  They 
were  12mo  in  size  and  carried  buff  paper  wrappers. 

A  London  dealer  in  1913  asked  14  guineas  for 
the  one  bearing  the  date  1851.  As  a  rule  all  are 
very  rare. 

Several  of  the  meetings  were  held  at  the  Free- 
mason's Tavern,  Great  Queen  Street,  notably  in 
1858  and  1863,  and  the  titles  so  announce  it. 
The  report  of  the  last-named  meeting  came  up  in 
a  London  catalogue  (1913)  where  it  was  stated 
that  the  pamphlet  was  unknown  to  many  Dickens 
collectors.  It  was  priced  at  £7  10s.  The  booklet 
relating  to  the  meeting  in  1858  is  more  elaborately 
referred  to  in  this  Bibliography  under  the  heading 
"  Some  Costly  Dickensiana." 

The  Newsvendors'  Benevolent  and  Provident 
Institution.  Speeches  [1849-1870]  In  Behalf  Of 
The  Institution,  By  The  Late  Mr.  Charles  Dickens, 
President.  London  :  Printed  By  Buck  and  Wootton, 
126  Westminster  Bridge  Road.  [1871.]  Printed 
after  the  death  of  the  novelist.  It  was  a  15  page 
octavo  pamphlet  in  a  printed  paper  wrapper,  and 
contained  five  speeches  and  a  letter  to  the  secretary 
dated  Tavistock  House,  April  13,  1854.  An  octavo 
folder  with  title  and  2  pages  of  text  was  printed 
of  the  speech  delivered  May  9th,  1865. 
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The  Public  Health  A  Public  Question.  First 
Report  of  The  Metropolitan  Sanitary  Association. 
Proceedings  of  The  Public  Meeting  Held  At 
Freemasons'  Hall,  February  6th,  1850.  Published 
by  the  Association,  1850. 

An  octavo  pamphlet  of  32  pp.  Dickens's  speech 
is  on  pp.  24-26,  to  which  a  reply  was  made  by 
Sir  Peter  Laurie  at  a  meeting  of  the  Marylebone 
Vestry.  Dickens  referred  to  this  in  a  sarcastic 
rejoinder  in  the  preface  to  the  first  cheap  edition 
of  "  Oliver  Twist." 

In  its  1913  exhibition,  the  Grolier  Club  of  New 
York  showed  a  manuscript  of  a  speech  delivered  at 
Gore  House,  May  10th,  1851.  This  was  separately 
issued  in  book  form  (blue  wrappers,  octavo)  by 
The  Bibliophile  Society  of  Boston,  in  1899. 

Speech  of  Charles  Dickens,  Esq.,  Delivered  At 
The  Meeting  Of  The  Administrative  Reform  Asso- 
ciation, At  the  Theatre  Royal,  Drury  Lane, 
Wednesday,  June  27,  1855.  London :  Effingham 
Wilson,  1855.  Price  Twopence.  There  is  an  imprint 
of  M.  S.  Rickerby  at  the  end. 

An  octavo  stitched  of  11  pp.  The  first  edition 
has  a  typographical  error  on  the  first  page, 
"  eighteen  thundred,"  which  was  corrected  in 
later  issues. 

It  was  priced  at  £2  lOs.  by  a  London  dealer  in 
1913. 

There  appears  to  have  been  also  an  issue  with 
the  title  page  worded :  "...  At  Drury  Lane 
Theatre,  on  Wednesday,  June  27,  1855.  London : 
M.  S.  Rickerby,  Printer,  73,  Cannon  Street,  City. 
1855."    The  Rickerby  imprint  is  also  at  the  end. 
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Speech  of  Charles  Dickens,  Esq.,  At  The  Anni- 
versary Festival  Of  The  Hospital  For  Sick  Children, 
February  9,  1858. 

Post  8vo,  sewn,  with  a  printed  paper  wrapper, 
12pp.  In  the  first  edition  there  is  an  announce- 
ment of  the  Reading  on  April  15.  Two  weeks 
thereafter  Dickens  gave  the  first  public  Reading 
for  his  own  profit. 

This  pamphlet  is  very  scarce,  the  price  being 
about  £3. 

In  1874  R.  Folkard  and  Sons,  London,  reprinted 
this  speech  in  the  shape  of  a  24mo  with  yellow 
wrappers. 

Royal  Dramatic  College,  For  Aged  and  Infirm 
Actors  and  Actresses.  London  :  Printed  By  William 
Clowes  &  Sons,  1858. 

12mo,  in  a  yellow  paper  wrapper.  Carries  the 
report  of  the  meeting  on  July  21,  1858,  with 
Dickens's  speech  on  pp.  12-14. 

Speech  of  Charles  Dickens  As  Chairman  Of  The 
Anniversary  Festival  Dinner  Of  The  Royal  Free 
Hospital,  Held  At  The  Freemasons'  Tavern,  on 
the  6th  of  May,  1863.  London :  Wyman  &  Sons. 
[1870]  12mo,  stitched,  pp.  8. 

The  Charles  Dickens  Dinner.  An  Authentic 
Record  Of  The  Public  Banquet  Given  To  Mr. 
Charles  Dickens,  At  the  Freemasons'  Hall, 
London,  on  Saturday,  November  2nd,  1867,  Prior 
To  His  Departure  For  The  United  States.  With 
A  Report  Of  The  Speeches  From  Special  Shorthand 
Notes.  With  A  Preface  By  C.  K.  [Charles  Kent]. 
London :  Chapman  and  Hall,  1867. 

Octavo,   stitched.   Speeches  are  printed  which 
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were  made  by  Dickens,  Lord  Lytton,  Sir  Charles 
Russell,  Dilke,  Landseer,  Trollope  and  others. 
Also  there  was  published  a  book,  quarto  in  size, 
pp.  12,  having  the  words  of  the  songs  and  the 
names  of  the  dinner  committee  and  stewards. 
The  pamphlets  are  priced  at  about  305.  each. 

Address  Delivered  At  The  Birmingham  and 
Midland  Institute,  On  The  27th  September,  1869, 
By  Charles  Dickens,  Esquire,  President.  Bir- 
mingham :  Printed  by  Josiah  Allen,  Junr. 

Octavo,  green  paper  wrappers,   pp.    16. 

Valued  at  about  155. 

First  Collected  Edition. 

Speeches  Literary  And  Social  By  Charles  Dickens. 
Now  First  Collected.  With  Chapters  on  "  Charles 
Dickens  As  A  Letter  Writer,  Poet,  And  Public 
Reader."  London :  John  Camden  Hotten,  Picca- 
diUy,  1870. 

12mo,  with  a  frontispiece-portrait,  bound  in 
green  cloth. 
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APPENDIX 

Maximum  Prices    for    Different 
by     Auctions     and     Dealers' 


1885 

1900 

1912 

£     8. 

d. 

£    s. 

d. 

Sketches  by  "  Boz  " — 

Series  I.  &  II.,  1836-7  - 

£13  to  16 

29 

46 

Re-issue  in  Parts,  1837-8 

£15 

46 

112 

Octavo  Volume,  1839  - 

£8  to  10 

5 

13 

Oliver  Twist,  1st  issue 

£6  to  7 

9  10 

8    8 

Re-issue  in  Parts,  1846 

£6  to  8 

23 

40 

„    Cloth,  1846 

£3  to  4 

2     7 

6 

4  10 

Nicholas  Nickleby  in  Parts 

£2  10s.  to  3 

6 

9  10 

Master  Humphrey's  Clock  : — 

88  Weekly  Parts 

£2  to  4 

6 

14 

20  Monthly  Parts 

5  12 

6 

8  to  10 

3- Volume  Edition 

24 

2     2 

American  Notes 

£2  to  2  lOs. 

1     4 

(1903) 

3    4(1908) 

Martin  Chuzzlewit— Parts 

£3  to  5 

9  15 

9     9 

-Cloth       - 

6 

6  to  8 

Dombey  and  Son— Parts 

£2 

5 

5  12 

David  Copperfield      „ 

£3  10s. 

6     2 

6  (1902) 

8    8 

Bleak  House                „ 

2     4 

(1897) 

6     4 

Little  Dorrit                „ 

1     5 

(1904) 

4 

A  Tale  of  Two  Cities— Parts  - 

£4  to  6 

13 

(1902) 

26 

Great  Expectations 

13 

(1899) 

50 

(dealer) 

Our  Mutual  Friend — Parts 

1     1 

2     2 

Edwin  Drood                    „ 

1     4 

Sunday  Under  Three  Heads    - 

£6  to  10 

8 

(1902) 

17 

Sketches  of  Young  Gentlemen 

5    5 

(1897) 

5    4 

„       „         „       Couples      - 

5    7 

6  (1897) 

8    4 

(1910) 

A  Christmas  Carol 

£4  to  6 

4  18 

(1903) 

9     4 

The  Chimes      - 

1 

(1903) 

2  12 

6 

The  Cricket  on  the  Hearth 

2 

The  Battle  of  Life  :— 

First  issue 

2    4 

(1896) 

10 

Second  „ 

4    8 

(1897) 

25 

(dealer) 

Third     „ 

16 

1     1 

The  Haunted  Man 

1 

4  10 

The  Five  Christmas  Books 

10 

(1898) 

18 

Pictures  from  Italy 

1     1 

(1903) 

15 

(dealer) 

A  Child's  History  of  England 

3     3 

(1903) 

2  14 

Hard  Times 

32 

(1898) 

1  16 

The  Uncommercial  Traveller  - 

3 

4     4 

re-bound) 

Pic  Nic  Papers 

4  14 

(1897) 

6 

(1908) 

The  Strange  Gentleman 

£15  to  20 

84 

125 

(1906) 

The  Village  Coquettes 

5 

14  16 

To  Be  Read  at  Dusk   - 

5 

(1903) 

23 

Ve-bound) 

A    Curious    Dance    Round    a 

1  12 

20 

(unique) 

Curious  Tree 

INDEX 

Ainsworth,  William  Harrison. — 193,  195,  271. 

All  the  Year  Round. — Casual  references,  78,  83,  87,  88, 
91,  96,  210,  211,  222,  223;  "The  Uncommercial 
Traveller,"  appeared  in,  142  ;  date  of  the  sketches, 
143,  144 ;  second  series,  144,  145, ;  successor  to 
Household  Words,  219  ;  "A  Tale  of  Two  Cities " 
and  "  Great  Expectations,"  appeared  in,  219  ;  other 
sketches,  220  ;  Christmas  numbers,  221  ;  values,  222. 

American  Notes,  pagination  error  sign  of  first  issue,  113  ; 
mistakes  in  auction  catalogues,  113  ;  title  page  and 
collation,   113,  114;  values,   114,   115. 

Auction  Prices. — These  quotations  appear  usually  under 
the    heading    "  Values,"    and   are    taken    from    the 
records  of  the  following  leading  firms  : 
London. — Sotheby,    Christie,   Puttick,    Dowell    and 
Hodgson. 

New  York. — Anderson  Auction  Company  and  Amer- 
ican Art  Association. 
Philadelphia. — ^Freeman. 

Barnaby  Rudge. — Advance  Notices  of,  16,  52  ;  how  it 

was  published,   62  ;  preface  to,   64  ;  single  volume 

issue,  65. 
Battle  of  Life,  The. — Title  page  and  collation,  127, 

128  ;  discovery  of  the  real  first  issue,  128 ;  changes 

in  the  vignette  title   page   create  four  issues,  129, 

130  ;  values,  130. 
Beadnell,    Maria. — Prototype    of    Flora    Pinching,    82 ; 

Dickens's   letter   to   her  in    1855,    82  ;  letters  from 

Dickens  to  her  pubHshed  in  book  form,  251. 
BeWs  Life.— Articles  in,  7,  9,  11,  12. 
Bell  and  Daldy. — PubHshed  **  Legends  and  Lyrics,"  163, 

164. 
Bentley,  Richard.— PubHshed   "  OHver  Twist,"   52,  53  ; 

"The    ViUage    Coquettes,"     175;     "The    Mudfog 

Papers,"  196. 
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Bentley's  Miscellany. — Dickens,  editor  of,  17  ;  "  Oliver 
Twist"  first  printed  in,  51,  193,  194,  195,  196. 

"  Between  the  Cradle  and  the  Grave." — 223. 

Bibliophile  Society,  of  Boston.— 3,  251,  277. 

Black,  John,  editor  Chronicle. — 8. 

Bleak  House. — Attack  on  Chancery  abuses,  78  ;  blue 
wrapper  and  collation,  79  ;  the  "  dark  "  plates,  80  ; 
interesting  advertisements,  80  ;  values,  80,  81. 

Book  Binders. — Zaehnsdorf,  Riviere,  Sangorski  and  Sut- 
clijBEe,  Morrell  Club  Bindery,  usually  referred  to  under 
the  headings,  "  Values." 

Borden,  M.   C.   D.   Hbrary.— 211,   218. 

Bradbury  and  Evans. — The  Pubhshers  of  the  Octavo 
edition  of  "  Oliver  Twist,"  55  ;  "  Dombey  and  Son," 
72  ;  "  David  Copperfield,"  76  ;  "  Bleak  House,"  79  ; 
"  Little  Dorrit,"  84  ;  "  The  Cricket  on  the  Hearth," 
125  ;  "  The  Battle  of  Life,"  127  ;  "  The  Haunted 
Man,"  131  ;  "  Pictures  from  Italy,"  135  ;  "  A  Child's 
History  of  England,"  138;  "Hard  Times,"  140; 
Cheap  edition  of  "  The  Village  Coquettes,"  175. 
—Additional  references  :  40,  52,  58,  63,  64,  66,  67, 
71,  72,  76,  79,  83,  84,  107,  109,  114,  118,  119,  123, 
126,   127,   131,   135,   138,   179,  202,  243,  256,  257. 

Browne,  Hablot  K.  ("  Phiz  "). — Succeeded  Buss  as  illus- 
trator of  Pickwick,"  25,  27,  28,  30,  37,  38,  40,  44,  49  ; 
illustrated  "  Nicholas  Nickleby,"  57,  58,  60  ;  "  Master 
Humphrey's  Clock,"  63,  64  ;  "  Martin  Chuzzlewit," 
67,  69,  70  ;  Dombey  and  Son,  71,  72,  73,  74 ;  "  David 
Copperfield,"  75,  76,  77  ;  "  Bleak  House,"  79,  80  ; 
"  Little  Dorrit,"  83,  84,  85  ;  "A  Tale  of  Two  Cities," 
87,  88,  89  ;  "  Sunday  under  Three  Heads,"  107  ; 
"Sketches  of  Young  Gentlemen,"  109,  110; 
"Sketches  of  Young  Couples,"  111,  112;  "Picnic 
Papers,"  156,  158,  159  ;  "  The  Strange  Gentleman," 
171  ;  also  194. 

Buss,  R.  W.— Illustrated  Part  III  of  "  Pickwick,"  25, 
29  ;  unpubhshed  plate,  36 ;  tests  of  plates,  38 ; 
engaged  to  succeed  Seymour,  41,  42  ;  is  dismissed, 
43  ;  name  on  wrapper,  49  ;  plates  in  "  Library  of 
Fiction,"  150. 
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Carlyle,  Thomas. — "  Hard  Times,"  dedicated  to,  140  ; 
"French  Revolution,"   87,  also,    197,   266. 

Cattermole,  George. — Illustrator  of  "  Master  Humphrey's 
Clock,"  62,  63,  64,  111,  112. 

Causley,  S.— 228,  247. 

Chapman  and  Hall. — The  Publishers  of  the  **  Pickwick 
Papers,"  39,  40 ;  "  Nicholas  Nickleby,"  57,  58  ; 
"Master  Humphrey's  Clock,"  63,  64;  "Martin 
Chuzzlewit,"  67  ;  "A  Tale  of  Two  Cities,"  88,  89  ; 
"  Great  Expectations,"  93,  94  ;  "  Our  Mutual  Friend, 
96,  97  ;  "  The  Mystery  of  Edwin  Drood,"  100 ; 
"  Sunday  Under  Three  Heads,"  106,  107  ;  "  Sketches 
of  Young  Gentlemen,"  109  ;  "  Sketches  of  Young 
Couples,"  111  ;  "  American  Notes,"  114  ;"  A  Christ- 
mas Carol,"  118  ;  "  The  Chimes,"  122  ;  "  The  Uncom- 
mercial Traveller,"  142  ;  "  The  Library  of  Fiction," 
150  ;  "  Religious  Opmions,"  etc.,  165  ;  "  The  Strange 
Gentleman,"  reprint,  171,  and  original  issue,  172  ; 
"Old  Leaves,"  210  ;  "The  Lazy  Tour  of  Two  Idle 
Apprentices,"  215  ;  "  Gone  Astray,"  216. 
—Additional  references  :  17,  18,  19,  22,  29,  30,  31, 
32,  61,  66,  73,  83,  87,  92,  117,  119,  144,  171,  179, 
264,   267,   268,    278. 

Child's  Dream  of  a  Star,  A. — 209. 

Child's  History  of  England,  A. — Ran  serially  in  House- 
hold Words,  137  ;  3-volume  edition,  137  ;  importance 
of  the  dates,  137  ;  title  pages  and  coUation,  138,  139  ; 
values,  139. 

Chimes,  The. — Written  "  with  a  purpose,"  121  ;  its 
first  reading,  121  ;  colour  abandoned,  122  ;  title  page, 
122  ;  collation,  123  ;  vignette  title  page  of  the  first 
issue,   123  ;  values,   123,   124. 

Christmas  Books,  the  Five. — Values,  133,  134. 

Christmas  Carol,  A. — First  book  introducing  colour, 
116;  three  different  issues  of  the  first  edition  and 
the  chapter  error,  117;  "points  of  the  first  issue 
assembled,  118  ;  title  page  and  collation,  118,  119  ; 
values,   119,  120. 

Chronicle,  The  Evening. — 7,  8,  9,  10,  107. 

"  Clari,  or  the  Maid  of  Milan,"  6. 
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Colbum,   Henry.— 157,    158,    159. 

Collins,  Wilkie. — Letter  to    concerning  "  Little  Dorrit," 

82  ;  Charles  A.  Collins,  brother  of,  99  ;  also  169,  184, 

186,  187,  188,  189,  208,  215,  218,  221,  222. 
Cornhill  Magazine,  The.— 225,  226. 
Costello,  Dudley.— 184,  263. 
Coutts,  Miss  Burdett. — "  Martin  Chuzzlewit,"  dedicated  to, 

67. 
Cricket  on  the  Hearth,  The. — Its  great  popularity, 

125  ;  title  page  and  collation,  125,  126  ;  values,  126. 
Cruikshank,     George. — Illustrated    "  Mornings    in    Bow 

Street."  3  ;  do.,  "  Sketches  By  Boz,"  15,  17,  18,  19; 

do.,  "  Oliver  Twist,"  51,  53,  54,  55  ;  "  Memoirs  of 

Joseph   Grimaldi,"    152,    153,    155  ;  "  The   Pic   Nic 

Papers,"  156,  158,  159,  194,  195,  231,  232,  233,  234, 

235,  236. 
"  Curious  Dance  Round  a  Curious  Tree." — Dispute  as 

to  authorship  settled  by  sale  of  MSS.,  210,  211,  212  ; 

the  two  issues,   212,   213,  ;  descriptions,   213,   214  ; 

values,  214,  215. 


Daily  News,  The. — Preparations  for  founding  it,  125  ; 
"  Pictures  from  Italy  "  first  appeared  in,  135  ;  octavo 
edition  of  "  OUver  Twist "  issued  when  Dickens 
took  charge,  55  ;  also,  193,  201. 

Daly,  Augustin,  sale. — 3,   184. 

David  Copperfield. — Sales  only  25,000  ;  the  wrapper 
and  collation,  75,  76  ;  the  date  1850  is  a  "  point," 
76  ;  values,   77. 

Dexter,  J.  F.— 49,  80,  108,  114,  120,  154,  171,  172,  234. 

Dickens,  Henry  Fielding. — 227. 

Dickens,  John.—"  O'TheUo  "  MS.,  6,  152. 

Dickens,  Mamie.— 187,  270. 

"  Dinner  at  Poplar  Walk,  A." — Dickens's  first  pubUshed 
writings,  5  ;  letter  concerning  it,  4,  5. 

Dombey  and  Son. — Difficulty  in  writing,  71  ;  wrapper 
and  collation,   71,   72  ;  the  plates,   73  ;  extra  illus- 
trations by  "  Phiz  "  and  values,  73  ;  an  imdiscovered 
mistake,  73  ;  values,  74. 
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Douglas,  Capt,  R.  J.  H. — Owned  unique  copy  of  "  Oliver 

Twist"   (1846),   55. 
Dowling,  Vincent. — Editor  Bell's  Life,  11. 
Doyle,  Richard.—"  The  Chimes,"  123  ;  "  The  Cricket  on 

the  Hearth,"  126  ;     "  The  Battle  of  Life,"  128. 
Durham  Advertiser. — 196. 


Edinburgh  Review. — ^Attack  on  "  Little  Dorrit,"  83. 
Elliotson,  Dr.  John.— 161,  271,  272. 
Evenings  of  a  Working  Man. — 161,  162. 
Examiner,     The. — Printed    announcement    of    "  Master 
Humphrey's  Clock,"  61 ;  papers  in,  199,  200,  201,  255. 
Extraordinary  Gazette. — 194,  196. 


Fechter,  Charles.— 188,   189. 

Field,  Wilham  B.  Osgood. — Owns  real  first  issue  of  "  The 
Battle   of   Life,"    128  ;  marginal   notes,    130. 

Fields,  James  T.— 180,   185,  209,  226,   258. 

Fields,   Osgood  and  Co.— 180,    185,  209. 

Fildes,  Sir  Luke.— Hlustrated  "  Edwin  Drood,"  99,100. 

Forster,  John. — Error  in  the  "  Life,"  4  ;  the  Chapman 
and  Hall  agreement,  66  ;  Dickens's  prosperity,  71  ; 
cancelled  chapter  in  "  American  Notes  "  printed  in 
the  "  Life,"  113  ;  "  The  Chimes  "  read  in  his  house, 
122  ;  letter  to  W.  J.  Fox  concerning  the  reading, 
122  ;  Dickens  and  "  Grimaldi,"  152  ;  married  Col- 
burn's  widow,  158  ;  opinion  of  Dr.  Elliotson,  161  ; 
first  meeting  with  Dickens,  174 ;  collection,  182 ; 
also,  197,  199,  202,  255. 

Frozen  Deep,  The. — Written  by  Wilkie  Collins,  186  ; 
two  unique  copies,  186,  187  ;  title  and  collation,  187  ; 
MS.  sold,   187. 

Gad's  Hill  Gazette,  The.— 221,  228. 

"  Garrick  Club,  Mr.  Thackeray,  Mr.  Yates  and  The." — 

247,  248. 
GaskeU,  Mrs.— 237,  238. 
"  George  Silverman's  Explanation." — 220,  226. 
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"  Gone  Astray." — In  book  form,  216. 

Great  Expectations. — Importance  and  rarity  of,  91 ; 
published  in  3-volume  form,  91  ;  "  points  "  of  a  first 
edition,  91,  92  ;  copies  "  doctored  "  by  dealers,  92, 
93  ;  collation,   93,   94  ;  values,   94,   95  ;  also   219. 

Grimaldi,  Joseph,  Memoirs  of. — Edited  by  Dickens, 
152  ;  title  page  and  collation,  152,  153  ;  two  states 
of  one  plate,  153,  154  ;  the  1846  issue,  154  ;  values, 
154,  155  ;  Grimaldi's  accordion  sold,  155  (marginal 
note). 

Groher  Club. — Exhibition  in  New  York,  1913  ;  discloses 
first  issue  of  "  The  Battle  of  Life,"  129  ;  also,  171, 
173,  180,  184,  227,  231,  237,  247,  248,  258,  259,  277. 

Guild  of  Literature  and  Art. — "  Bleak  House  "  dedicated 
to,  79  ;  also,  184. 


Hamerton,   R.   J. — 156,    159. 

Hard  Times. — First  printing  in  Household  Words,  140  ; 
title  page  and  collation,  140  ;  values,  140,  141. 

Harley,  John  Pritt.— 20,  171,  174,  175,  179,  265,  269, 
271,  272. 

Haunted  Man,  The. — Last  of  the  Christmas  Books, 
131 ;  title  page  and  collation,  131,  132  ;  the  "broken 
number"  and  values,  132. 

Hogarth,  George.— 216,  267. 

Hogarth,  Miss  Catherine. — Married  to  Dickens,   9. 

Hogarth,  Miss  Georgina. — "A  Child's  History  of  England," 
mostly  in  her  autograph,  137. 

Hogarth,  Miss  Mary. — Death  of  announced  in  Part  XV 
of  "  Pickwick,"  34  ;  the  address  in  full,  46,  47  ;  in- 
terfered with  publication  of  "  Oliver  Twist,"  51  ; 
famous  presentation  copy  to,  267  ;  Dickens's  letter 
concerning  the  death,  267. 

Hood's  Magazine. — 196,  197. 

"  Holiday  Romance,  A."— 220,  226. 

Hotten,  John  Conden.— 224,  225,  279. 

Household  Words. — Casual  references  to,  75,  78,  83,  87, 
125,  163,  193,  210,  212,  223,  237,  238  ;  "  A  Child's 
History  of  England,"  appeared  in  137  ;    also  "  Hard 
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Household  Words — continued. 

Times,"  first  publication,  202  ;  unidentified  writings, 
202,  203,  234;  sketches  published,  204,  205  206, 
207,  208 ;  narrative  and  almanack,  216,  217  ; 
Christmas  numbers,  217,  218  ;  values,  219  ;  MSS.  of 
"  The  PerUs  of  Certam  English  Prisoners,"  sold,  218, 
219;  "Lizzie  Leigh,"  237;  "A  Suburban  Romance,"238. 

Hughes,  Wilham  R. — Foot  note,  re  Kolle  Letters,  6  ; 
also  186. 

Hullah,  John.— 174,  175,  265. 

Hunt,  Leigh. — Skimpole  charge  denied  by  Dickens,  78 ; 
letter  from  Dickens  to,  157,  158  ;  also,  245,  256. 

Hunted  Down. — New  first  edition  disclosed,  223,  224  ; 
collation,  224  ;  Hatten's  edition,  224  ;  values,  225  ; 
also,  220 

Huntington,  Henry  E.— 249,  265. 


Is  She  His  Wife  ? — No  original  copy  known,  178  ; 
Shepherd  concerning  its  existence,  178  :  two  reprints, 
the  first  one  catalogued,  179,  180  ;  title  pages  and 
collation,  180  ;  values,  181. 


Jeffrey,  Lord  Francis. — "  The  Cricket  on  the  Hearth," 

dedicated  to,   126  ;    also,  264. 
Jerrold,  Douglas. — Letter  concerning  "A  Child's  History 

of  England,"  written  to,  137  ;    also,  186,  201,  269. 
Johnson,  Charles   Plumptre.— 20,    49,    65,    68,   77,   108, 

114,   118,   120,   136,   172,  210,  233,  237. 

Keepsake,  The.— 1^1,  198. 

Kent,   Charles.— 227,   243,   259,   278. 

Kitton,  Frederic  G. — Concerning  Dickens's  earliest  dram- 
atic efforts,  6  ;  first  sales  of  "  OUver  Twist,"  51  ; 
"  Minor  Writings "  quoted,  120 ;  the  edges  of 
"Pictures  from  Italy,"  136;  also,  186,  198,  199, 
202,  203,  210,  215,  216,  222,  223    231,  245. 

Knott,  S.  Dyer.—"  O'TheUo  "  MS.  6. 
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Kolle,  Henry,  Earliest  Letters  to. — 3  ;  letter  to  referring 
to  Dickens's  first  sketch,  4  ;  letters  in  book  form, 
251,   252. 

"  Lamplighter,  The."— 182. 

"Lamplighter's  Story,  The."— 156,   182. 

Landseer,  Edwin. — Drew  one  picture  for  "  The  Cricket 

on  the  Hearth,"  126. 
Lapham,  Edwin  N. — Owned  "  Pickwick  "  which  brought 

world's  record  price,  26. 
Lauriat,  C.  E. — Owns  copy  of  the  first  issue  of  "  The 

Battle   of   Life,"    128. 
Lazy  Tour  of  Two  Idle  Apprentices,  The. — 215. 
Leech,   John. — Illustrated    "A   Christmas   Carol,"    118, 

119;  "The    Chimes,"    123;  "The    Cricket    on    the 

Hearth,"   126  ;    "  The  Battle  of   Life,"  128  ;  "  The 

Haunted  Man,"  132. 
Legends  and  Lyrics. — Introduction  by  Dickens,  163  ; 

collation  and  values,  164. 
Lehmann,  R.  C,  M.P.— 203. 
Lemon,  Mark. — 184. 
"  Lighthouse,  The."— 186. 
Library  of  Fiction,  The. — Had  two  early  sketches  by 

Dickens,    illustrated   by   Seymour   and   Buss,    150 ; 

original  issue  was  in  fourteen  monthly  parts,  then 

in  a  2-volume  edition,  150  ;  title  pages  and  collation 

150,    151  ;  values,    151. 
Little  Dorrit. — Maria  Beadnell  as  Flora  Finching,  82  ; 

last  book  issued  by  Bradbury  and  Evans,  83  ;  blue 

wrapper  and  collation,   83,   84  ;  importance  of  the 

correction  slip  in  Part  XVI,  84,  85  ;  the  plates,  85  ; 

values,  85,  86. 

Mackenzie,  Dr.  R.  Shelton.— 156,  196. 

Maclise,  Daniel. — One  drawing  in  "  Master  Humphrey's 
Clock,"  64 ;  "  The  Chimes "  reading,  122  ;  drew 
frontispiece  and  vignette  title  page  for,  123  ;  drew 
designs  on  cover  of  "  The  Battle  of  Life,"  127  ;  also 
two   illustrations,    128. 
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Macready,  W.  C. — "  Nicholas  Nickleby  "  dedicated  to, 
58  ;  also,  182,  183,  268,  272. 

Macrone,  John. — With  Cochrane  publisher  of  The  Monthly 
Magazine,  7  ;  publishes  Dickens's  first  book  "  Sketches 
by  Boz,"  15,  16  ;  sells  copyright  to  Dickens  and 
Chapman  and  Hall,  17  ;  original  articles  of  agreement 
(marginal  note),  17  ;  aid  for  his  widow,  156,  158,  161. 

Maggs,   Brothers.— 21,   36,    122,   259. 

Marston,  J.  Westland. — 183. 

Martin  Chuzzlewit. — Publication  preceded  by  a  new 
contract,  66  ;  the  wrapper,  and  the  collation,  67, 
68  ;  the  transposed  "  £,"  68  ;  values,  68,  69,  70. 

Master  Humphrey's  Clock. — Dickens's  plan  of  pubUca- 
tion,  61  ;  four  forms  of  issue,  including  "  The  Old 
Curiosity  Shop,"  and  "  Barnaby  Rudge,"  62  ;  notices 
on  the  parts,  62  ;  the  wrappers,  63  ;  collation  of  the 
3-volume  edition,   63,    64  :  values,   64,   65. 

Matz,  B.  W.— 199,  202,  203,  216. 

Message  From  the  Sea,  A. — 223. 

Mitton,  Thomas. — Letter  to  concerning  "  The  Chimes," 
121  ;  also,   271. 

"  Misnar,  the  Sultan  of  India,"— 169. 

Monthly  Magazine,  The. — 7,  8. 

Mr.  Nightingale's  Diary. — 184 ;  title  page,  collation 
and  values,   185. 

Mrs.  Gamp  with  the  Strolling  Players. — 256. 

MuDFOG  Papers,  The. — 193,  194,   195. 

Mystery  of  Edwin  Drood,  The. — Dickens's  last  and 
imfinished  book,  99  ;  wrapper  and  collation,  99,  100  ; 
values,  101. 


National  Edition  of  Dickens's  Works. — 48,  199,  203. 

Nicholas  Nickleby. — ^Terms  of  pubHcation,  57  ;  colla- 
tions, 57,  58  ;  "  points,"  58  ;  the  error  on  p.  123,  59  ; 
values,  59,  60. 

No  Thoroughfare. — Dramatised  by  Wilkie  Collins  and 
Charles  Fechter,  188  ;  first  issue  privately  printed, 
188  ;  title  page  and  collation,  189  ;  Dickens's  tribute 
to  Fechter,  189  ;  values,  190. 
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Normanby,  Marchioness  of. — Dombey  and  Son  dedicated 
to,  72  ;  also,  265. 

Old  Curiosity  Shop,  The. — Serial  begun,  62  ;  dedicated 
to  Samuel  Rogers,  64  ;  separate  issue,  65. 

"  Old  Leaves."— 209,   210. 

Oliver  Twist. — Publication  in  Bentley's  Miscellany 
and  in  the  3 -volume  edition,  51  ;  the  different  editions 
which  followed,  52  ;  collation  of  the  first  issue,  52, 
53  ;  list  of  illustrations,  54  ;  the  issue  in  parts  and 
the  octavo  volume  (1846),  54,  55  ;  collation,  55,  56  ; 
values,   56  ;  also,    193,    194,   232. 

Osgood,  James  R.— 178,  180,  185,  209. 

Our  Mutual  Friend. — Return  to  old  form  of  pubhca- 
tion,  96  ;  wrapper  and  collation,  96,  97  ;  important 
slip  explaining  title,   97  ;  values,  98. 

Overs,  John. — 161. 

Pailthorpe,  F.  W.— 95,  171,  173,  181,  185,  257. 

"  Patrician's  Daughter,"  Prologue  to  the. — 183. 

Perugini,  Mrs.  Kate. — Daughter  of  the  Novelist,  widow 
of  Charles  A.  Collins,  who  designed  cover  of  "  Edwin 
Drood,"  99  ;  also  270. 

Picnic  Papers,  The. — Why  written,  156  ;  a  Dickens 
letter,  157,  158  ;  title  page  and  collation,  158,  159  ; 
values,    159,    160;  182. 

Pickwick  Papers. — Record  price  in  the  parts,  23 ; 
valuable  editions,  the  St.  Dunstan's  at  $2,000,  23, 
24  ;  intricacy  of  the  bibliography,  24  ;  difficulties 
in  publication,  24,  25.  ;  basic  "  points  "  of  a  first 
edition  in  parts,  25,  26  ;  "  improving  "  the  Lapham 
copy,  valued  at  $1,450,  26,  27  ;  a  perfect  copy  fully 
described,  27,  28,  29,  30,  31,  32,  33,  34,  35  ;  second 
grade  copies  and  some  prices,  36,  37,  38  ;  collation 
of  the  parts,  39,  40  ;  when  bound,  40  ;  addresses  in 
parts  II  and  III  by  the  Author,  40,  41,  42,  43,  ;  ad- 
dresses in  Parts  X  and  XV,  44,  45,  46,  47  ;  addresses 
in  Parts  XVII,  XVIII  and  XX,  by  the  pubUshers, 
47  ;  peculiarities  in  "  Pickwick,"  47,  48,  49  ;  values 
49,  50. 
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Pictures  From  Italy. — First  printed  in  The  Daily  News, 
135  ;  title  page  and  collation,  135,  136  ;  values,  136  : 
also  201 

"  Pottery  Story,  A."— 237. 

Powell,  Thomas.— Dickens's  Attack  on,  243,  244,  245,  246. 

Presentation  Copies. — Great  rise  in  prices,  263  ;  methods 
of  inscription,  264  ;  notable  copies,  264,  265  ;  some 
values,  265,  266  ;  famous  "  Pickwick "  given  to 
Mary  Hogarth,  266,  267  ;  Harry  B.  Smith's  first 
editions  all  presentation  copies,  268,  269,  270,  271  ; 
Harry  E.  Widener's  collection,  271,  272. 

Procter,  Adelaide  Anne  ("  Mary  Berwick  ").— 163,  164. 

Procter,   B.   W.    ("Barry  Cornwall  ").— 163. 

Punch,  (London). — Dickens's  grievance  against,  83. 

Quaritch,  London. — 56,  223. 

"  Quiz."— 109  (also  marginal  note)  ;  110,  112. 

Reading  Editions,  The.— 257,  258,  259,  260. 
Roberts,  William.— 176. 

Rogers,  Samuel. — "  Old  Curiosity  Shop,"  dedicated  to  64. 
"  Royal  Literary  Fund,  The."— 255. 
Russell,  Lord  John. — "  A  Tale  of  Two  Cities  "  dedicated 
to,   89. 

Sala,  George  Augustus. — "  Grimaldi  "  plate  border  as- 
cribed to,  154  ;  also,  171,  174,  233. 

Sessler,  Charles.— 55,  157,  264. 

Seymour,  Robert. — Name  on  Parts  I  and  II  of  "  Pick- 
wick," as  the  illustrator,  25.  27,  28  ;  death  of  Seymour 
announced,  29,  37,  39  ;  Dickens's  address  concerning 
40,  41  ;  marginal  note,  44. 

Shepherd,  Richard  Heme. — 178,  182,  199,  211. 

Sketches  By  "  Boz." — ^As  separate  papers  in  The  Monthly 
Magazine,  The  Evening  Chronicle,  and  Bell's  Life,  7, 
8,  9,  10,  11,  12  ;  Collation  of  the  First  and  Second 
Series,  15,  16  ;  publication  in  Monthly  Parts,  17,  18  ; 
the  Octavo  volume,  18 :  collation  and  "  points," 
19,  20  ;  values,  20,  21,  22. 
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Sketches  of  Young  Couples. — Second  "  humorous  " 
booklet,  111  ;  title  page  and  collation,  111  ;  interest- 
ing advertisement,  111  ;  values,  112. 

Sketches  of  Young  Gentlemen. — Published  anony- 
mously, 109  ;  title  page  and  collation,  109,  110  ; 
values,  110. 

Slater,  J.  H.— "  Early  Editions,"  132,  213. 

Smith's,  Albert,  Dramatisation  of  "  The  Cricket."— 248, 
249,  250. 

Smith,  George  D.— 219. 

Smith,  Harry  B.— Editor,  Letters  to  Kolle,  3  ;  "  The 
Strange  Gentleman  "  letters,  170,  243,  245,  251, 
265,  266. 

Spaulding,  Wilham  S. — Owner  of  unique  copy  of  "  Pick- 
wick," 35,  36. 

Speeches,  Dickens. — Thackeray,  1858. — Brought  $610, 
at  auction,  246,  247. 

Speeches  of  Charles  Dickens.— 275,  276,  277,  278,  279  ; 
first  collected  edition,  279. 

Spencer,  Walter  T.— 173,  179,  235. 

Sproul,  George  D.— Published  $1,000  edition  of  "  Pick- 
wick,"  24. 

Stanfield,  Clarkson.— "  The  Chimes,"  123  ;  "  The  Cricket 
on  the  Hearth,"  126  ;  "  The  Battle  of  Life,"  128  ; 
"  The  Haunted  Man,"  132  ;  "  Little  Dorrit  "  dedica- 
ted to,  84  ;  also,  220. 

Stone,  F. — Drew  three  pictures  for  "  The  Haunted  Man," 
132. 

Stone,  Marcus. — Illustrated  "  Our  Mutual  Friend,"  96, 
97. 

Strange  Gentleman,  The. — Rarity  of,  170,  ;  written 
before  "  Pickwick,"  170 ;  reprints  puzzling,  171  ; 
title  page  and  collation,  172 ;  values,  172, 
173. 

Sunday  Under  Three  Heads. — Anonymously  published, 
106  ;  fac-simile  reprints  and  their  "  points,"  106  ; 
description  and  collation  of  the  original,  106,  107  ; 
values,   107,   108. 
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Tale  of  Two  Cities,  A. — First  published  in  No.  1  of  All 

the  Year  Round,  87  ;  last  book  illustrated  by  "  Phiz," 

87  ;  two  pages  numbered  "  113,"  88  ;  blue  wrappers 

and    collation,    88 ;  Thackeray    advertisement,    89 ; 

values,  89,  90  ;  also,  219. 
Talfourd,  Sergeant  T.  N.— "  Pickwick  "  dedicated  to,  40, 

48;  also,   206,   270,   275. 
Tennent,   Sir  James  Emerson. — "  Our  Mutual  Friend," 

dedicated  to,  97. 
Tenniel,  Sir  John.— Illustrated  "  The  Haunted  Man,"  131, 

132. 
Thackeray,  W.  M. — Announcement  in  "  A  Tale  of  Two 

Cities "   Advertiser  of  the   Cornhill  Magazine,   89  ; 

also  197,  225,  226,  233,  234,  246,  247,  248. 
Thomson,  J.  C— 6,  20,  49,  73,  202,  210. 
Ticknor  and  Fields.— 180,  185,  209,  226,  258. 
To  Be  Read  at  Dusk.— 197,  198,  199,  203,  215,  216. 
Topham,  F.  W. — Illustrated  frontispiece  of  "  A  Child's 

History  of  England,"  137,  138. 
Townshend,    Chauncy    Hare. — "  Great    Expectations," 

dedicated  to,  93  ;  "  Religious  Opinions  of,"  165. 


Uncommercial  Traveller,  The. — Appeared  first  in  All 
the  Year  Round,  142  ;  first  series  in  volume-form,  142  ; 
title  page  and  collation,  142,  143  ;  values,  143  ;  dates 
of  first  printing  of  the  sketches,  143,  144  ;  the  first 
cheap  edition,  144;  the  second  series,  144, 145;  also  219. 


Village  Coquettes,  The. — Dedicated  to  J.  P.  Harley, 
174  ;  title  page  and  collation,  175  ;  values,  176 ; 
also,  250. 

Watson,    the    Hon.    Mr.    and    Mrs.    Richard. — "  David 

Copperfield  "  dedicated  to,  76. 
Whitehead,  Charles. — Editor  "  Library  of  Fiction  "  and 

the  1846  edition  of  "  Grimaldi,"  154,  155. 
Widener,  Harry  E.  (Marginal  note),  17,  264,  271. 
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Wight's  "  Morning  in  Bow  Street."— 3. 

Wilks,  Thomas  Egerton.— Sold  MSS.  of  "  Grimaldi  "  to 
Bentley,   152. 

Wills,  W.  H.— 202,  209,  210,  227,  237,  270. 

Wright,  William.—"  O'Thello  "  MS.  sold,  6 ;  his  collec- 
tion, 173. 


Yates,  Edmund.— 157,  247,  248,  272. 
Young,  Robert, — Etcher  of  extra  illustrations  for  Dombey 
and  Son,  73. 
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